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FEDERATION CUP TENNIS
PARAGUAY v SPAIN AT
LA MANGA CLUB

Left to right: Nick Montgomery
James Rose and Eduardo Ruiz

Eduardo Ruiz, La Manga Club?s General Manager of
Sport, says, ?La Manga Club is very much a family
resort and that means we look to encourage and coach
juniors into sport, as well as catering for their parent?s
requirements. Many professional athletes use the
facilities here at La Manga Club and it provides a
fabulous opportunity for youngsters to follow in the
footsteps of some their sporting heroes.?
Further testament to La Manga Club?s status among
the world?s elite tennis resorts came with the news
earlier this year that it had partnered with the Tennis
Podcast, one of the game?s most exciting and
innovative new media outlets. The resort will feature in
every edition of the downloadable tennis radio show,
which has become essential listening for fans around
the world. Launched in 2012, the Tennis Podcast is
hosted by Eurosport presenter Catherine W hitaker and
BBC Radio 5 Live commentator David Law and is
produced on a weekly basis, with daily editions during
the four Grand Slam tournaments.
It just proves that La Manga Club takes its tennis
seriously, it?s just the rest of us who are there to have
fun.

Left to right:
Garbiñe Muguruza
and Lorenzo Martinez
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en-suite bedrooms. The apartment was light and
spacious with spectacular views. Las Lomas was a
vibrant yet relaxing place to stay. They remembered
how their young daughter Abigail loved the children?s
Fiesta that was held there every Thursday afternoon,
with street entertainers and clowns, along with the
usual face painting and child friendly activities in a safe
environment. Nicola remembers how people from all
over the resort used to flock to Las Lomas especially
for this. It was probably the most relaxed holiday they
had ever had. The choice of superb, family friendly
restaurants and the fact you could have a take-out at
home if you just wanted to relax and chill out, was a
real plus. They remember fondly their family times at
Mr Chan?s and Luigi's.

Murcia St Javier airport around the time the Toombs first flew in

St Javier airport in the 1980's

For Nick and Nicola Toombs from Hertfordshire in the
UK, their first visit to La Manga Club in 1990, with
Abigail, their daughter, seems a lifetime ago.
Previously they had stayed in top hotel resorts, but
with a two year old in tow their last holiday had been
fraught with ?young child needs?and they discovered
staying in a hotel was not very practical. So, they were
tempted by a Sunday Times offer with Falcon Holidays
for self-catering accommodation at La Manga Club.
One of the reasons for taking this holiday break at the
resort was to help Nick recuperate after suffering a
nasty bought of chickenpox. Unfortunately Nick had
never caught it when he was younger, as his mum
thought it was a good idea to keep him away from
children who were ill and so never built up immunity to
The view across the North course to the Wellness Centre

the disease! Therefore, a dose of sun was thought to
be the best medicine on the road to being fully fit
again. Nicola was also in the early stages of pregnancy
with their second daughter, Seraphina.
They arrived at the tiny San Javier airport with no major
road links to the resort and scant directions. W hen they
arrived however they were impressed with their Las
Lomas apartment accommodation consisting of two
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Left to right: Deborah Hood, Nick and Nicola Toombs.

Nick, who had always been a keen tennis player, soon
discovered the Tennis Centre and joined the tennis
academy and club afternoons. They both believe that
Nick?s recuperation was
assisted by him getting
back into tennis in such a
lovely
environment.
Afterwards, tennis was
always a feature of the
resort for Nick and the
girls who were both
frequent attendees at the
junior
and
adult
academies over a fifteen
year period. The girls
always thought of the
tennis coaches as big
brothers, or uncles and all
part of the La Manga family, returning to see them year
after year.
"Nick, who had always been a keen tennis player,
soon discovered the Tennis Centre and joined the
tennis academy and club afternoons."
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Over the next few years they
kept returning to La Manga
Club, either for their main
holidays,
or
secondary
holidays with their daughters.
After being here during the
1998 World Cup when the
England team were training
at the resort, they made the
decision to buy a home, as it
was clear they were always
going to be coming back in
future years and by buying a
property they could come
out for family holidays as often as they liked. Well, as
often as work and school holidays allowed!

They viewed several properties and finally decided on
a Los Altos villa because of the wonderful views across
the resort to the Mar Menor. Unfortunately, the offer on
the property they had chosen fell through. However,
this did not deter them and they kept in touch with the
agents who subsequently called to say that a villa just
behind the one they had first liked had just come on to
the market - but, by this time they were back in the UK.
This was before email and mobile phones, so they
asked some close friends, who were already
permanently living at the Club, to view the villa and
take photographs, which they had developed and
posted to them. Based only on the photos and not
actually seeing inside the property they went ahead
and bought.
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The Tennis Centre and Tie Break Cafe

Golf in 2001, which they took possession of in 2004.
They loved its central location and gardens. Once the
Hacienda property was built it became a difficult
decision to decide which property to stay in for their
family holiday!
Having recently both retired from corporate life they
are finding that they can now spend more time at La
Manga Club, when family commitments in the UK
allow. Nicola was in banking for over 27 years and Nick
in HR & management development for over 30 years.
Although they miss some of the hustle and bustle of an
office environment they do not miss the hours spent
waiting for trains or stuck in traffic on the M25. In fact,
Nick and Nicola say that life is currently so busy they
do not know how they found time to go to work in the
first place.
"They enjoyed it so much that they then bought
another property off-plan in Hacienda del Golf in
2001, which they took possession of in 2004."
Now they are retired they are taking the opportunity to
explore other parts of Spain and are planning to walk
part of the Camino Way with friends in October this
year, ending up at Santiago de Compostela. So, with
new walking boots to be broken in they are now in
training for this historic journey.

The Hacienda del Golf Community.

They loved their new home, but realised that there
would be some work required to get it to the standard
that would make it a great family home and also for
guests to enjoy, as they planned to rent it out in the
height of summer. They enjoyed it so much that they
then bought another property off-plan in Hacienda del
The Camino Way to Santiago de Compostela
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Nick and Nicola have made lots of friends in La Manga
over the years and always look forward to catching up
with them. They say as soon as we are here it feels like
we have never been away. In fact, a number of their
close friends back in the UK have also got the bug for
Spain and have bought holiday homes in the Murcia
region.

"We have had some great family memories over
the years in La Manga and we are looking
forward to many more!"
for a special occasion, such as birthdays or
anniversaries. La Cala for a treat on the beach and
Amapola for a Sunday lunchtime blow-out. Not
forgetting a good old bacon, or sausage sandwich with
tennis friends at La Barra after a workout on the tennis
courts.

La Cala restaurant

Since retiring Nicola has also taken up
tennis, not only joining the academy,
but also the Wednesday morning
owners and
Saturday afternoons
owners sessions. They now both play
regularly at home, or at La Manga Club.
Nick and Nicola are looking forward to
the Sport Pink weekend in October, in
which they have played tennis for the
last few years. It?s always a brilliant
event playing competitive matches in a
friendly environment.
Having enjoyed the wonderful views of
the golf courses from their Los Altos
home for nearly twenty years they have
recently decided that they really should
take up golf and have been attending
the brilliant group training sessions at
the Thomas Johansson Golf Academy.

One of the reasons that they enjoy La Manga so much
is the variety of activities that are available and of
course the wonderful views, such as the one from the
?Guns?, which they say
is breath taking when
you see it for the first
time and the walk up
there is also great
exercise.
There are many great
restaurants within the
Club and also the
surrounding
area,
particular
favourite
restaurants are the
Owners
Club,
especially for New
Year, as long as you
book early to ensure a
reservation. La Finca
Flamenco at the Owners Clubhouse.
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They have seen so many changes over
the period of time that they have been
visiting the resort and they are always
delighted to see people continuing to
invest in the Club and seeing it evolve.
As the club continues to modernise, the original ethos
and its spirit and soul flourishes and thrives
."We have had some great family memories over the
years in La Manga and we are looking forward to many
more!?, say Nick and Nicola.

.

Left to right: Anders Thelberg, Thomas Johansson, Head professional, and Anthony
McCarthy.
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courses were reserved for the tournament and there
was an excellent food and beverage service on offer
during the entire weekend.

.

The Audi Movistar+ Tour is a date set in stone in La
Manga
Club?s
golf
calendar, because it is one
of the most anticipated
golfing events of the year.
The resort hosted the
tournament for the fifth
year running, when four
hundred players from all
over Spain competed over
two days in an attempt to
work their way up the
rankings. Such success is
only achievable at a
venue like La Manga Club,
which is capable of
accommodating hundreds
of golfers who have
access to two 18 hole
courses just a few metres
from their rooms and a
third only 2 km away.
"Such success is only achievable at a venue like La
Manga Club, which is capable of accommodating
hundreds of golfers who have access to two 18 hole
courses just a few metres from their rooms. "
For La Manga Club, the Audi Movistar+ Tour is always a
very special event, one which requires a huge amount
of work to prepare the resort?s three golf courses.
Moreover, this year, Eduardo Ruiz was promoted to
General Manager of Sport for the resort and the date
also coincided with another of the most important
events of the year at La Manga Club, the Federation
Cup, Spain v Paraguay play-off.

Eduardo Ruiz, LMC. General Manager
of Sport
.

The team at La Manga
Club devoted all their
efforts
to
the
organisation of this
event. It united more
than 400 golfers daily
on our golf courses,
which involved a huge
organisational
challenge for all the
departments at La
Manga Club. More
than 100 rooms were
occupied
by
the
participants, the three
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A real festival of sport was on offer at
the resort in just one weekend and it
was all made possible due to the
expertise of the Club?s staff, who
dedicated themselves to ensuring
that everything was just perfect. Ruiz
stated, ?I must thank each and every
person who formed part of the team
at La Manga Club for the work they
carried out that weekend. Thanks to
their efforts and determination, the
Audi Movistar+ Tour event, the battle
that took place at the Tennis Centre
and the other social celebrations that
took place simultaneously with these
events, the whole weekend was a
huge success. We created a first-class
impression with all those who visited
the
resort,
principally
of
an
outstanding sports and leisure resort
capable of hosting important and
successful events.?
The organisational effort put in by all
the various departments at La Manga
Club was enormous. Over the course of many days, the
"On a personal level, the treatment I received was
the best I had been given in a long time. I honestly
feel at home and part of your great family."

Principe Felipe 5* hotel offered a faultless service to all
the participants of the tournament who were staying in
more than 100 of its rooms. In addition, some the
hotel?s facilities were converted into an office
space for the tournament and also meeting rooms
for the teams. The golf department achieved
seamless play on all the three courses, as a result
of their hard work and organisation of the four
hundred tee-offs each day. Finally, the food and
beverage team at the resort took charge of
everything related to catering, the snacks served
on the golf courses during the tournament, the
assembly of the drinks counters, the staff to attend
to the needs of the contenders on the inaugural
dinner evening, the buffet preparation for nine
hundred guests and the many dinners prior to all of
this at the restaurants managed by La Manga Club
and drinks at the Piano Bar.
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The organisers of the golf event addressed their
remarks to the managers at the resort, ?Many thanks to
all the team, because without them the growth of the
event would not have been possible. Your team is
outstanding, please
pass
on
our
sincerest
congratulations because they have been one of the
fundamental pillars to ensure the superb development
of the competition. From top to bottom, it has been a
pleasure working with them all. On a personal level,
the treatment I received was the best I had been given
in a long time. I honestly feel at home and part of your
great family.? These words are testimony to La Manga
Club?s successful organisation of the event.

.
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According to Eduardo Ruiz, La Manga Club provides a
combination of fantastic golf courses ranked among
the 40 best in Spain. One of them, the West Course
designed by Dave Thomas, is included in the 100 best
golf courses in Europe, which are capable of holding
events like this. Ruiz affirms that, ?La Manga Club has
three, very varied courses. The South Course, designed
by Robert Dean Putman, was remodelled by Arnold
Palmer in 1986 and again between 2001 and 2004 by
the resort?s management team, funded by P&O, the
then resort owners. This spectacular course was
constructed to host European tournaments and in the
last few years has also received the prestigious Today?s
Golfer magazine award for the best golf course in
Spain. The North Course, also designed by Robert
Dean Putman, is the least technically demanding and is
therefore more accessible to players of all levels.
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Golfers of a medium-high handicap and senior players
enjoy this course the most. Unlike the North and South
Courses, the West Course is located in a unique
enclave situated in the depths of a pine forest at the
foot of the Regional Park of Calblanque. To complete
the course, the aim is to place the ball strategically and
each golfer must perform to the best of their ability?.

The evening celebrations get under way

The Audi Movistar+ Tour consists of a total of 15 trials
played on the best courses around Spain. Out of all the
contestants, only 64 will make it through to the national
final being held in Tenerife this October. The most
fortunate ones will have the chance to travel to Cuba at
the end of December to participate in the international
final.

"La Manga Club provides a combination of fantastic
golf courses ranked among the 40 best in Spain."

LA CALA
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REAL GOLF LA MANGA CLUB

including the Real (Royal) title in its name. As a result,
the golf club will move forward under the new title of
Real Golf La Manga Club.

.

La Manga Club is one of
the
world's
finest
all-round
sports and
leisure resorts. It is
synonymous with golf
and, with
its three
championship
courses
and outstanding practice
facilities and it has been
voted Europe's top golf
resort over many years.
Some of the best international tournaments have been
hosted at La Manga Club, including the Spanish Open,
Spanish PGA Championships, Spanish Junior
Championships, Ladies' Spanish Open, Copa del Rey
and the International Senior Spanish Open for men, not
to mention countless televised corporate and celebrity
golf events.
"La Manga Club is one of the world's finest
all-round sports and leisure resorts. It is
synonomous with golf"
In October 2017 in view of this great record of support
for Spanish golf and the quality of its three courses,
golf at La Manga Club was bestowed the honour of

Each of the three superb, 18-hole championship
courses has its own unique style and terrain, but all
offer tranquil surroundings and many outstanding
views. There is something to challenge golfers of all
ages and abilities.

Left to right: Committee members - Ian Hunt, Caroline Douglass, Robin Fish, Douglas

.McGhee, Heinz Gloor (not pictured) and Eduardo Ruiz., La Manga Club, Director of Sport.
If you haven?t played before and want to learn how to
play golf, La Manga Club is just the right place as well.
Thomas Johansson and his team at the La Manga Club
Training Centre offer a variety of private and group
lessons to suit all ages and abilities.
The Training Centre holds a coaching course every
Saturday for its rapidly increasing group of juniors and
plans are being made for training
camps and junior tournaments during
the school holidays.
W hile golf has been played over the
courses for more than forty years, oddly
there has never been a properly
constituted golf club. Throughout 2016
and 2017 a committee of owners invited
by the then Director of Golf, Eduardo
Ruiz, developed a golf club under the
name of La Manga Club Members Golf
Club. This had progressed to a point
where the committee was elected (as
opposed to nominated) in January 2018
and from last March it became the new
Real Golf Club, which will operate in a
similar way to other golf clubs in the UK
and Europe.

The green on the 18th hole of the South course
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Since the launch, over 350 people have
joined
the
club.
The
annual
membership fee of 75? for adults and
40? for juniors includes a members?
shirt and bag tag, as well as several
other golf related items, competitions
and special offers.
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There are now regular competitions,
which are coordinated and run for the
members. There are weekly competitions
and monthly competitions, which include
an order of merit competition played each
Friday throughout the year and also the
monthly competitions played on Sundays.
There are two sponsored competitions for
members during 2018, Rolex and Le Club
and they will be offering some great
prizes to the winners.

75

Mia Feddon Ingham, also below left

2018 will include the first Real (Royal)
Members? Championships in November
and our Captain, Mike Ashton, will host
our first Club Captains?day at the end of
November. W ith the Fin de Año trophy
being played for at the end of the year,
there is plenty of competitive golf to play.
The Club aims to offer
golf for everyone. The
only stipulation is that
they are an Annual
Member,
Founder
Member or an owner
with Sports rights. Our
members come from
all over the world to
enjoy playing golf
with old friends and
also meeting new
friends every time they visit. There is also a community
of resident members, who moved from holidaying at
the resort to buying property.
Our youngest member and first junior to join the club,
is Mia, She was born here in Spain, although her family
are English. Her grandparents love to play golf and
introduced her to the game at the age of 5. Mia loves
everything about golf, the competitions, the equipment
and of course the clothing and shoes! Mia also got her
first birdie on the 2nd hole of the North Course, an
achievement that is rare to quite a few older golfers in
La Manga Club. Mia attends the Saturday Junior
Academy and plays 9 holes with her peers every
Saturday afternoon. Her game has gone from strength
Golf Training
Centre
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to strength and she now plays regular competitions
whenever she isn?t at school. Her aim is to become a
scratch golfer!
Two of our members visited the Club with their children
for the first time about 20 years ago. At the time they
didn?t play much golf but were keen tennis players.
Unusually, the week they visited coincided with bad
weather and it poured with rain every day. Because it
was not possible to play any sport they decided to view
some of the small villas. By the end of the week they
had purchased their dream holiday home. One of the
best decisions they made.

"There is also a community of resident
members, who moved from holidaying at the
resort to buying property."

The (usually good) weather and the security were the
main reasons for returning here year after year. Since
then they have moved here permanently and enjoy
being part of the wonderful community that is La
Manga Club. They play golf several times a week
throughout the year. They are not only members of
Real Golf La Manga Club, but belong to several groups
and societies, which offer a diverse range of
competitions and social gatherings.
Golf is a great sport to bring people
together, and with three golf
courses, the new Real Golf Club,
the Golf Training Centre and all of
the societies and groups on offer to
owners, there
is
plenty
of
opportunity.
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MIKE ASHTON - CLUB CAPTAIN
Mike started playing golf in
1948 at Southerndown Golf
Club in South Wales.
He won the club championship
there in 1959 before moving to
London in 1966, when he
joined West Hill. He won four
scratch championships there,
served for more than ten years
on the committee and was made Captain in 1983. In
1986 he was elected to the Surrey County Committee.
In 1989 he became County Secretary, a post he held
until retiring in 2003.
"Mike's contribution to golf
at La Manga Club goes without question
and we all owe him a debt of gratitude."
He was a qualified EGU Referee and Course Rater and
also served on the Council of the English Golf Union.
Having played for Glamorgan in his younger days, he
played Seniors Golf for Surrey and represented Wales
in two friendly senior internationals.
The green on the 12th hole of the South course

Mike Ashton, Real Golf, Club Captain, with his wife Val.

Since moving to La Manga Club permanently in 2006
he has helped all the various Directors of Golf with
Local Rules, course marking and set-up and was one
of the committee invited by Eduardo Ruiz to originate
the Members Golf Club in 2016. He also served as
Competitions Secretary for the Residents Golf
Association for five years.
Mike's contribution to golf at La Manga Club goes
without question and we all
owe him a debt of gratitude.

.

.
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EUROPEAN CRICKET
.
PERORMANCE CENTRE

Eduardo Ruiz, General Manager of Sport at La Manga
Club, said, ?The vision was always to bring a
world-class cricket training base here to Murcia and
that is certainly what we have provided.

.

The resort has always been known for its
state-of-the-art
facilities
and
the
European Cricket Performance Centre
has shown our desire to continually
improve the Club as a whole. The
centre?s popularity is growing all the time,
as it is easily accessible for teams from
across Europe, while it is only a two hour
and 40 minute flight from London.

.

It is the first of its kind in Europe and La
Manga Club is now regarded as the
home of cricket in Spain. We look forward
to welcoming more teams here and
enabling them to train in some of the
most modern facilities on offer.?
La Manga Club opened its European Cricket
Performance Centre in a blaze of publicity little more
than a year ago and in that time, the facility has
established itself as one of the world?s finest.

Most recently, the European Cricket
Performance Centre played a key role in helping
prepare Ireland for their eagerly awaited test debut

The centre, which was created in partnership with
Cricket Ireland and Cricket Scotland as part of a ten
year agreement for an overseas training base in
continental Europe, has blossomed over the last
twelve months.

Cricket Scotland.

Cricket Scotland.

La Manga Club is regularly used for warm-weather
training breaks by county and international teams, as
well as being a regular venue for ICC (International
Cricket Council) European tournaments.
The world-class facilities, which were officially opened
in May 2017, include six first-class grass pitches and
two artificial wickets on two existing pitches, as well as
eighteen grass and five artificial net lanes, all with
25-yard run-ups. It also boasts specialist grass fielding,
catching and wicket-keeping areas and access to hired
bowling machines.
"The vision was always to bring a world-class
cricket training base here to Murcia and that is
certainly what we have provided."
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against Pakistan last May, when they emerged with
great credit from the Dublin clash. Ireland eventually
suffered a five-wicket defeat at the hands of their
opponents, but deserve huge credit, reducing the
tourists to 14-3 at one stage in their second innings.
La Manga Club?s European Cricket Performance Centre
has been designed to help develop international
country, county, school and college teams, as well as
playing a pivotal role in assisting and developing
players and coaches.

Cricket Scotland.

Cricket Scotland training in the nets
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In addition to the unique partnership with
Ireland and Scotland, the Performance
Centre is also the base for ICC Europe to
hold its academies and tournaments
throughout the year, while also being the
home of the Spanish National Team and
the La Manga Cricket Club.
Cricket Ireland Performance Director
Richard Holdsworth was delighted with
the preparation ahead of the match against Pakistan,
(who are ranked seventh in the world) and
commented, ?The new grass pitches at the European
Cricket Performance Centre are outstanding."
"The new grass pitches at the European Cricket
Performance Centre are outstanding."
Just fourteen months after they were constructed and
seeded, the Ireland Emerging and Senior Academies
used both the grass nets and playing strip over the
Easter period and were really impressed by the
bounce, carry and evenness.
The additional facilities including artificial nets, Bola
bowling machines, fielding areas, high-performance
gym and pool have given the players the opportunity

to gain some important practice
development ahead of the season.

and

player

Two of those players, Tyrone Kane and Nathan Smith,
were subsequently selected for Ireland?s first test
squad against Pakistan, and there is no doubt their
preparation at La Manga Club helped them. Several
Ireland squads will be practising and playing in La
Manga during the year.
Junior cricket has benefited hugely from the facilities
with La Manga Club Academy training camps, led by
Ian Hutchinson, a former Middlesex opening batsman
during the 1990s and now head of cricket at Mill Hill
School in London, proving to be hugely popular. The
Cricket Academy also boasts a team of experienced
coaches from La Manga Cricket Club, together with
Cricket España and is ideal for all abilities.

.
.

.

.
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DIVING - THE HIDDEN GEM
OF LA MANGA

Islas Hormigas Marine Reserve

.
.

.

La Manga Club is distinctive for its sport and leisure choices
of which scuba diving is the hidden gem.

Scuba diving gives people the opportunity to not only
explore a different world, but also to experience first-hand
the extraordinary wildlife. It opens a completely new universe
that is waiting just below the surface of the sea. Once people
are down there, they will be amazed not just by the stunning
scenery, but also by the peace and quiet that prevails.

Divers in Cala Escaleras,
Cabo de Palos

Active tourism, fun and health, are key concepts when we
talk about the lifestyle in La Manga Club. Scuba diving is all
of that, plus a pinch of adventure.
The region of Murcia and especially the area where the
resort is located, has been Spain?s best secret for many
years, as it is without doubt one of the finest places for diving
in the country. As evidence of this, in 2015 the marine park of
Islas Hormigas (just fifteen minutes away from the resort) was
selected as the best diving destination in Europe. W hy?
Because of the variety of dive sites, perfect for beginners and
advanced divers alike, the important history that lies in the
wrecks resting on the sea bed and the huge amount of life
that exists in this unique area.

and its great bio-diversity, it slowly started serving more and
more for diving purposes. It currently attracts thousands of
diving enthusiasts every year from all around the world, who
come to enjoy the incredible abundance of marine life.

The marine reserve of Islas Hormigas (Ant?s Islands) close to
the port of Cabo de Palos, was founded in 1995 by the
Spanish fisheries department, as a way to keep a sustainable
source of fish. Due to its exceptional state of conservation

"The area where the resort is located, has been Spain?s

.

best secret for many years, as it is without doubt one of
the finest places for diving in the country."
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Octopus in Islas Hormigas Marine Reserve

LA CALA

