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LMC Owners
Championship
See how they got on and
how the week went!

...

A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL!
We hope you had a wonderful Christmas and the New

carried out by La Manga Club SL. Many new trees have been

Year has started with a bang. So much has happened

planted along our pavements where previously there were

Deputy Mayor of Murcia

here at the La Manga Club in 2014, we thought we

high maintenance shrubs. All this adds up to greatly

We ask him a few questions,

would sum up some of what has been achieved in this

enhancing and improving the appearance of the Resort, and

past very exciting year!

that tired look is a distant memory.

An interview with the

you may be surprised!

...

Spanish law explained
Some legal advice from one of
our resident solicitors

...

News from the
football team
Ever wondered about the
football teams that come here?

...

Find out about the year
ahead at the Club
See a summary on events that
will take place during 2015

For a start the new on-line magazine has been launched, and

The Owners´Clubhouse was in a troubled state this time last

this is now the 6th issue. We try to ensure that everyone, all

year. However, with a positive approach, and fresh thinking,

owners and Community Presidents alike have the opportunity

these troubles have been resolved in accordance with the

to voice their opinions and to put forward stories. The

wishes of the vast majority of owners. Further improvements

magazine is here to let you know what has been happening or

have be made to our security, which has always been a high

is about to happen in your Club. We carry stories about the

priority for the club. More night vision cameras have been

businesses and the people that together make La Manga Club

installed and several intruders have been stopped even

the great resort it truly is.

before they could commit a crime! We now have a dedicated

When Robin Fish became President of the General Community

security guard monitoring those screens throughout the night.

in February 2014 he introduced a number of changes in the

The medical service at La Manga Club is one of the General

way the General Community is structured. He introduced an

Community services that is most highly valued by our owners.

Owners Interests Team into the General Community structure.

But for the first time in many years, the General Community has

This was the first time that owners Interests have had a

some real medical expertise on which to draw for guidance on

dedicated voice in General Community affairs. His emphasis

the medical services that it offers. Two doctors (a GP and a

on team work and listening to owners has paid dividends.

heart specialist) and a radiologist are on the GC Health Team.

He and his Vice Presidents have forged closer ties with LMC
SL. There is now a constructive working relationship between
the General Community and the company that owns the golf
courses, the hotel, many of the restaurants, shops and bars
etc. The spectacular fireworks party, held in November, was
jointly hosted by La Manga Club SL and the General
Community; proof positive of a good working relationship.
It may be difficult to remember but last February the Resort

Alongside all that has been going on here, the La Manga Club

was beginning to look tired. Certain areas had fallen into

website has been redesigned to bring it up to date and to

disrepair and were looking scruffy. Roads needed resurfacing

make it more attractive, informative, and helpful to owners.

and one had actually collapsed. The Environment Team of the

Many more people are using it than ever before, so it is

new General Community soon got cracking. They cleaned up

achieving its objective. What has this progress cost?

New villas being built

the Las Sabinas Car Park, repainted the fence opposite Monte

The answer is that everything that has been achieved, has

Does this mean a

Leon, and cleared the storm drains throughout the Club. Each

been done within budget. It would not have happened

of these projects had been neglected for years! In each case

without the energy, enthusiasm, and commitment of all those

return to the good old days?

costs were shared with the communities concerned. The big

who work hard voluntarily for the General Community.

hole that had appeared on the North side when the road

We owe them a great deal particularly for the

We ask the experts

collapsed has been repaired by Cartagena Town Council, and

courage they have shown in pursuing progress and

where the road surfaces were really bad, repairs have been

improvements on behalf of us all.

Amanda Thatcher of Prestige Real Estates believes that

Villas are being constructed again, so is the

Recession finally over?

distress sellers and the days of silly offers have finally
left the Club and the market is slowly returning.
The strong pound and feel good factor is also a
contributing factor. 2008 wasn’t long enough ago for
people to forget, but long enough for people to return
and be thinking of buying a holiday home.

Read what our resort experts think

Too many programmes on TV have illustrated the
massive problems of buying in Spain. People are wise
that if they do buy, they make sure that the resort has a
proven infrastructure.

Construction work is back at the club! A small

as negatively affected as other resorts, we have seen

group of homes are being built by Inmogolf,

sale prices suffer an average drop of 25%. Noting this

in-between the Repsol garage and the football

growing demand for new, modern, central homes with

Manga Club suffered, but the businesses are still

fields just opposite Si Bar. Those erected have been

private pools, Inmogolf opted to release our last land

around, the sports facilities are world class and those

pre-sold. Traditionally house building is seen as a

parcels available (pictured), and the results have been

who visit the Club can see that. Amanda also works in

barometer for the economy. Does this mean we are

incredible. With the sale of all the remaining plots in the

rental and property management and has not only seen

finally coming out of this brutal recession?

Las Mimosas community, we can confirm that demand

an increase in holiday makers, but an optimism that

continues to increase for these types of homes.

has been missing for a long time. All this and one of

Karima Laamiri - La Manga Club Official Property Sales

market is moving positively and 2015 will be seen as a

We last asked our own resident Real Estate experts for
their opinion on the coming year, and whether or not we

That’s another reason to feel hugely confident, La

her best ever years in sales, leads her to believe the

should at last feel we have seen the worst of it. They all

watershed year here at La Manga Club.

gave us a positive outlook. Since then the Eurozone has

Amanda Thatcher - Prestige Real Estates

faltered a little, however seeing villas being built again
is a great sign, so we went back to our sages and asked

Spanish Property Insight, a data analysis company

them again, here’s what they said...

stated in a recent article, that the property market in
Spain expanded this October by 20% compared to the

Four signs that the Property Market is beginning to level

same month last year. If that is the case, then we are

out. First of all nationally 2nd quarter 2014 showed a
0.8% increase, the first since the crash of 2008.
Secondly construction licence concessions Applications were up 30.2% year on year for the first 6
months of 2014.
Thirdly signals are emerging with a run of consecutive

seriously outperforming the market as we have seen an

Salesgrowthwill
breathenewlifeinto
propertyvaluesin2015

increase far in excess of that for the whole of 2014,
says Jackie Mycroft of Elysium Properties.
Sales range from the initial price entry point at Bellaluz
to beautiful individual fairway villas commanding
prices starting from £1million. In-fact we could do with

monthly increases from March to July and a further rise

more high value properties in our portfolio, as this will

of 13.7% in September.

complement the marketing activities we currently have
in place throughout Europe, China and Russia. It is

Finally mortgage concessions - A total amount of credit

essential we inform potential buyers of the wonderful

granted has been up year on year for the last 6 months.

lifestyle and indeed the amazing investment we can

There is an appreciation now that the banks are

offer them here at La Manga Club.

regaining confidence to lend. So echoing our comments
Our philosophy is not to rely on customers walking

from the July issue. We are delighted to say that our
sales are up by over 100%. We feel that La Manga Club

Says Marena Murray, and she is certainly not someone

through the door. Some of course do, but we are

is ahead of the national figures and that there is a much

to make light of a difficult situation. Marena has a

finding that you have to be proactive outside of the

more positive feeling from purchasers feeling confident

reputation for ‘telling it like it is’. This insight into her

resort to achieve the volume of sales we are

in investing in La Manga Club.

business clearly shows a positive trend that will

experiencing at present.

hopefully continue and make 2015 a great year for all

Apart from the recent construction of new properties

Clare Hunt - Villa Management

property owners at the club. Her sales are up

next to the petrol station and opposite our offices,

significantly on the same period last year, which is

there are only a very limited number of plots left

obviously good news, but tempered by prices remaining

available in prime positions for the building of new

static. She explains her belief as to why La Manga Club

villas and apartments.

is in a good position even though much of Europe’s
property markets are still in recession.

According to a study of property sales over the last few
years, there has been a significant increase in home
sales throughout the complex, especially in the central
area. These results surpassed all our projections.
Though La Manga Club's occupancy rates have not been

So to answer the question, we believe the property
market at La Manga Club is looking very encouraging,

The fact that prices have remained fairly static is a

recent sales are commanding figures that are much

positive when compared to prices still in decline over

closer to the asking price than in recent years.

most of the Iberian Peninsula.

That is something that is wholly unique to this resort,

‘Cautious optimism are our watchwords right now and

the rest of Spain isn’t so fortunate. We have some

experience tells me if the current trading situation

extremely exciting marketing programmes already in

continues into 2015, we could see prices starting to rise

place for 2015 and will soon be announcing a major

again by Easter’.

expansion of the company – so watch this space!

Marena Murray - Property Specialist

Jackie Mycroft - www.elysiumproperties.com

Alfonso really did help

build the Club
We look at someone that has helped make LMC the resort it is today

Covent Garden
in Cartagena?
Really it’s true, through the wonders of modern
technology, the Royal Opera House is Digitally live
beaming it’s productions to 900 locations worldwide,
and we are lucky enough to be one of them.
You find several performances on screen number 1 at
the Mandarache cinema complex in Cartagena. Call

Alfonso Torres Torres began life selling real estate

Their biggest development to date has been Montemares,

in Cartagena. Soon after he decided to build the

these are a combination of individual villas and

them on 968 314 944 or visit roh.org.uk and hit Live
Cinema Season. Enter Cartagena in the search engine
and you find all you need to know. You’ll be able to see

houses himself, so raised the money to make 20 and

apartments. Alfonso saw the 2008 recession coming, so

Grumasol was born. In 1990 Europe was in the

stopped building property and turned his attention to

throws of a recession. La Manga Club didn’t escape

Undersun restaurant lounge with his wife Ana. Undersun

this, the Bellaluz had been built as had Los

is an eclectic eaterie offering Italian, Mediterranean,

Jill Winwood, who regularly goes to these amazing

anything from Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake to Rossini’s
final opera and greatest masterpiece, Guillaume Tell.

Miradoras, the original hotel and a few individual

Japanese, Peruvian and British food. It also has a Gin

performances as well as organising tickets for others

villas, the Club needed help to develop.

club, which is where you go to chill out, dance or just

recommends www.neocine.es/s/8/opera-y-ballet

Alfonso was approached to bring his house building

have fun, and a great place to be in the summer with it’s

Or alternatively e-mail her. jillwinwood@hotmail.com

skills here and Albatros began life. 14 villas were built

outside area. You’ll find this in the Las Sabinas commercial

and quickly sold, this was followed by La Colina with 30

development or go to www.undersunclub.com

properties and Los Naranjos 1. He then turned his hand

Alonso also believes the property market is beginning a

to the Las Sabinas shopping centre which really began

comeback, so we may soon be looking at the next

to change the face of the resort.

chapter in his incredible story.

More businesses moved in to service the upsurge in
home owners, combined with the increase in tourists

I would like to
wish all of our
owners a healthy
and happy 2015!
I hope that you had a really enjoyable Christmas and that

What is the role
of a management
company?
by Janet Duxbury

People often ask me, what exactly does a management
company do? Interesting question and well worth
explaining. I can only speak for the service which we at
Mar Menor Management are offering.
We predominately act for owners of property, where we
keep their home in good working order in their absence,
we keep it clean and in tip-top shape. We are also on

arriving with the construction of the new hotel and

the New Year will be a happy time for you all. The

call 24 hours a day should something not go to plan or

Pennisula Club. The strong economy in northern Europe

General Community's resolution for 2015 is to continue to

needs immediate attention.

began to drive sales of holiday homes and demand

put the owners first in its approach to its policies - from

We often look after their financial affairs and, if

increased significantly. La Manga Club was not only

pursuing a direct agreement with Cartagena, to ensure

instructed, ensure that things such as utility bills and

growing in size, it was becoming a community, a small

that the infrastructure matches the quality of the villas

community fees are paid on time. If they rent out their

town. Grumasol began building Los Naranjos 11,

and communities, to maintaining good relations with La

property, we will see that the holiday makers get to the

followed by El Pinar, a development of some 30 town-

Manga Club SL in owners interests.

property without stress or delay, and that it’s cleaned

houses. Not everyone wanted a villa so Hacienda del
Golf was formed with a mixture of villas, apartments and
studios as well as a communal pool. Many of these were
also available as rentals where any kind of sporting

and maintained in good order. We also help their
Over the past two years the General Community

clients with restaurant bookings, car hire, taxis, baby

presidents have met for a special meeting in

sitting, golf tee times, tennis courts, water sports and

November/December to discuss contracts.

excursions if they wish. In fact we’ll arrange anything

activity could also be arranged. Our on-site property

The GC President is not permitted to sign contracts of

companies are agents, as well as booking.com and

greater than 12,000 Euros under the By-Laws.

Montemares Golf themselves.

they require as long as it’s legal!
We make sure the property is in as good a condition
when they leave, as it was when they arrived. In

It would appear to be sensible to include this extra

addition our owners often require work carried out on

meeting in the diary for 2015 either in the week just

their investment, such as repairs or improvements

before or the week after the Owners Golf Championship

which can often mean dealing with builders and other

(date still to be agreed). It has been suggested that a

third party suppliers. Our service is to co-ordinate these

second General Meeting of the General Community

projects, thereby taking all the aggravation and stress

should be held each year.

away from the owners. Anyone that’s had work done in
their home country, will appreciate that someone may

So it makes sense to make this November/December

have to make a decision on the spot, to ensure the

meeting a General Meeting where all owners will be

project is a successful one. We like to say that

able to attend. A firm date will be announced as soon as

management is a bespoke service! Tailored to your

possible. Have a great 2015!

own personal needs.

Robin Fish, President General Community

janet@marmenormanagement.com

The Spa has had a

Makeover for 2015!

How to nail
the flop shot!

By Pedro Lopez, Spa Director

A tip from the David Leadbetter Golf Academy
I was born locally in Murcia, I studied Tourism and

The new ‘weekend club’ at the Fitness Centre will have

specialised in Hotel Management.Originally I began

special promotional offers for owners and will give

working in hospitality here at La Manga Club some 15

them the chance to take part in bi-monthly activities.

When attempting this shot on the course, it is important
that you practice it in order to build a certain degree of

years ago and since then have worked in numerous
positions throughout the resort. My career in Hotel and

confidence. The flop shot is intended to deliver maximum

Spa Management has taken me all over the world and

height within a fairly short distance and therefore relies

has gained me considerable international experience in

more on the landing angle to stop the ball.

this field, which I believe is benefitting what I do now!

Follow the keys below to get the Flop Shot into your short

I also lived in Bellaluz Village for a few years, which
gave me the opportunity to get an intimate
understanding of the needs within the resort and of the
owners here at La Manga Club.

game arsenal!
Throughout the year there are plans to organize various
sporting events such as Pilates and Yoga classes in

1 - Equipment

La Cala, races through the golf courses and sunset

Investing in a Lob Wedge with 58 /60 degrees of loft

spinning. All of which owners will be welcome to join.

would make the flop easier, however the shot is still
achievable with a 56 degree wedge.

The opening of our new high performance center will
bring great opportunities for us to offer new services to

2 - Assess the Risk

owners in the resort. Tests such as electrocardiogram,

Depending on your skill level and the amount of practice

biomechanical gait analysis (this test analyses the way

put into this shot, it is always important to have other

you walk, helping to eliminate problems which can

safer options, i.e chipping or pitching away from the flag

result in hip and back problems) and measuring the

and taking a 2 putt. Your score and performance is far

strength of muscle groups in joint areas, like hips or

more important. If your confidence is high and you accept

knees using the isokinetic machine. This test measures

the risk for error than it is vital you commit to the shot.

muscular balance and is essential for avoiding injuries.

3 - Technique

One of my main objectives at the Club is the continued

The information obtained from these tests is invaluable

Set up with a wide stance and align your body left of the

support of the owners. I am constantly working to

when making tailor made training programs suited to

hole. (or right if you are left handed) Make sure your

accommodate their most current needs. As always LMC

the needs of an individual and specific to different

knees are more flexed with the ball positioned forward of

SL provide their support to help me whenever possible.

sports such as golf and tennis. Also, the process for the

centre, with the hands in line with the ball

During 2015, there will be several promotions and

second draft of the physiotherapy and rehabilitation

Open the clubface and lower the handle of the club so

special offers which will be exclusively for owners.

centre that is to be integrated into the Spa is in motion.

that your hands are level with your knees. This will

Holistic rituals, detox treatments, relaxing massages,

The centre will be fully operational in the first quarter

increase the loft of your club and help engage the

body pampering treatments and anti-ageing skincare

this year, allowing us to provide a more complete

bounce. The back edge of the club that prevents the club

facials, are just some of the things that will be on offer.

service to our clientele here at this health and sports

from digging in.

oriented resort.
Swing the club along the line of your body in a normal

The Spa will also be offering new treatments from the
Natura Bisse line. There will be the introduction of new

We have 13 treatment rooms and suites offering a range

pitching motion. Rehearse beside the ball, a shallow

luxury brands like those from the Ecologic cosmetics

of different spa treatments. There are 2 indoor Jacuzzi,

almost “grazing” feeling of club against the turf

range. This environmentally friendly product is kinder on

steam rooms, a plunge pool, a 25 metre heated indoor

visualising the ball rolling up the face.

sensitive skin and perfect for those who prefer to use

swimming pool, a fitness centre, and a group class

natural products.

studio. In the last 10 years the resort has won many
awards including ‘best Spa in Spain’ by the World Luxury

The introduction of new massage techniques will also

Hotel Awards and Best International Spa 2011 and 2012

be incorporated into the Spa. One of these new

by Condé Nast Traveler magazine. We look forward to

techniques is the ‘Lomi Lomi’ massage, which

pampering during the course of the year!

originated in ancient Polynesia. This relaxes the muscles
to relieve tension and then disperses the built up
energy. After a hard day of sporting activity there is no
better way to relax the muscles.
There are some great health and beauty events

Your goal is to maintain loft and speed throughout the
swing. Do this by sensing a cupped feeling in your left
wrist on the backswing and facing the clubface towards
you in the finish
4 - Drills
Practice from different and difficult lies to help you
become more efficient. Try hardpan and even rough lies
to improve both your confidence and your contact.
Distance control will be the next key in mastering this
shot, place 2 or 3 head covers on the green or even on

organised for the owners in 2015 including some master

the range in varying distances. Hit flop shots to the

classes. Also the Pure Air Oxygen Bubble treatment will

various head covers to feel the changes in club head

be here during the summer months.

speed and swing length for each

Some changes have been made

to Spanish Tax laws

The Owners Championship
was a rip roaring success

By Teresa Morenilla, Partner MSB

The following is a snippet of some articles of the

refunded by showing a final calculation when the new

Moira Houston pipped Bridgette Field (each with 100

current income tax law, applicable to non-tax

purchase is finally completed.

points over the three rounds) by virtue of her lower

residents in Spain, by one of our on-site solicitors.

Regularisation period for pensioners that are tax

On the 27th of November this year, a new law was

residents in Spain.

passed by the Spanish government that may be of

As a result of the exchange of tax information between

interest for you. Especially in relation to the renting,

some countries, the Spanish Tax Office is aware of the

sale or purchase of a property in Spain and declaration

fact that many foreigners with retirement pensions

of pensions for tax residents. The changes apply from

came to live in Spain, but are not correctly declaring

January 1, 2015.

these incomes in their Annual Tax Return.

Some changes have also been approved in relation to

The Tax Office has opened a regularisation, proceeding

death and gift tax for non-residents in Spain.

the deadline until the 30th of June 2015 for those tax

handicap to win the Ladies' Overall trophy. In the Men’s
Overall, Richard Oliver’s lower handicap was also
enough to take the big prize after his superb final round
brought him level with David Williams on 108 points.
Young David Hague destroyed the men’s scratch field,
shooting 2 over par (gross), whilst Sheila Brunton was
similarly dominant in the ladies.
Len Woodward and Sylvia Ingham ran away with the Pairs

Rental incomes for non-tax resident owners.
1) The general rate applicable to rental incomes has
been reduced from 24.75% to 24%.

residents in Spain that wish to regularise this situation
of the last four years, without charging them penalties
or interest for late payment.

residents that have had a revision of their Income tax

country (other than Spain). The rate applicable will be

return, in relation to these pensions for the last four

20% for the year 2015. The rate will then reduce to

years to recover the penalties and interest paid. The

19% from 2016. They are also entitled to deduct

application for the reimbursement must be made before

expenses from rental incomes that are relative to them.

the 30th of June 2015.
This is in connection with the recent initiative of the
Tax Office to inspect the tax situation of foreigners in

1) The rate applicable to Capital Gains tax on the sale

Spain. It will determine if they are fulfilling their

of properties in Spain has been reduced from 21% to

obligation to declare as a tax resident or as a non-tax

20% for the year 2015 and reduces to 19% from 2016.

resident, of their assets in Spain.

This rate is applicable to any person or company that is
non-resident in Spain.
2) The bad news is that the new Law has eliminated
the indexation rate, which was applicable to the
acquisition value. This was calculated taking into
account the number of years that the property was
owned, and generally resulted in a reduction in the final
amount of tax to be paid.

Details of all of the winners (and losers) are on the Owners
Golf website, www.lamangaclubowners.com
Entry forms are now available for the Matchplay in
January and dates have been confirmed for the

They have also established a procedure for tax

2) There is a special rate for residents from another EU

Capital gains tax for non-tax resident owners.

Trophy with 49 points, 7 ahead of the nearest challenger.

Summer Tournament in April. You’ll find all the details on
the owners website. If they are half as much fun as the
Owners Championships you won’t want to miss them.
David Williams, Owners Golf Organising Group

Some dates for
your diary in 2015
Presidents’ Budget Meeting - January 21
Owners Matchplay Golf Championship - January 25 - 31

Death and gift tax.
In compliance with the European Court resolution
dated 3rd of September 2014. This has declared the
discrimination of the Spanish law for the tax rules
applicable to Death Tax and Gift Tax depending on
the status of the tax residency or non-tax residency
in Spain.

GC President’s Cocktail Party - February 14
General Community AGM - February 17
Residents Golf Association Presidents Day - March 1
Residents Golf Association AGM - March 2
El Mirador del Mar AGM - March 16
Presidents’ meeting - March 25
Owners Summer Golf Tournament - April 11-12

The new law establishes the application of the
For properties bought before the 31st of December

Regional Government rules (Instead of the Estate Law)

1994, it is still applicable to the gain obtained, although

to the death and gift tax, even if the beneficiaries and

the new law introduces a formula to limit the amount it

the deceased person are non-residents in Spain. As

reduces by.

long as they are resident in an EU country.

3) The new law also introduces an exemption of Capital

As a result of this Resolution those people that have

Gains Tax for those that have residency in an EU

paid Death Taxes in the last four years and six months,

El Rancho Activity week - May 10-15
Los Molinos Owners week - May 10-15
Los Altos 2 Owners week May - 19-22
Los Altos 2 AGM - May 20
Presidents’ meeting - June 3
El Rancho AGM week - September 13-18

country if they sell their main residence in Spain, and

would be entitled to ask for a revision of the tax paid

Residents Golf Association Captains day - October 4

then reinvest it into new property, within a period of

and the rectification of it, with the reimbursement of

Presidents’ Meeting - October 7

two years (after or before the sale).

the amounts paid in excess.

La Manga Ryder Cup Golf (men) - October 21-23

For this exemption to be applicable, you should

As the Regional Government rules normally implement

normally have been in possession of a property for at

some allowances, compared to the Central Estate

least three years. A 3% retention will be applicable in

Legislation, the revision may result in a credit in favour

Owners Championship Golf - November TBA

of the beneficiaries.

Carol Service - December TBA

any case. The seller will then have to ask to be

Fireworks night - November TBA
Remembrance Sunday - November 8

Meet the deputy

Mayor of Murcia
Joaquín Moya-Angeler Sánchez

A Christmas tail
By Carolina Betes
There are many animal lovers amongst us, some of whom
take their love and dedication a step further by helping in
the endless job of re-homing abandoned or ill-treated pets.
I recently found a scruffy little grey dog at the gate of the
finca where I stable my horses, he looked very confused
and disorientated. The finca is located directly behind the
Dog Rescue Home on the outskirts of La Manga Club, so

We had the opportunity to interview the Deputy

The financial difficulties of some developments in many

Mayor of Finance and a Councillor of the City of

cases was brought on by the worldwide recession.

Murcia. Joaquín Moya-Angeler Sánchez is also a

However the infrastructure is very good, which is

lawyer, has a Doctorate in Economy and an author

leading to the completion of the A.V.E.and Corvera.

of several books on taxation. He even has a
foundation that helps children and elderly people
in the Murcia region.

Ha, ha I’m sure many owners share your view on
St. Andrews! Do you have any advice for people
buying or selling a property at the club, are there
any ways owners could pay less tax by doing
something more specific?
I think it is a very good time to buy at La Manga Club,

Joaquín is also the Director General of a new initiative
called Murcia International City.
This has been formed to improve and promote trade,
tourism and general interest to the Murcia region, so
naturally he keeps a watchful eye on La Manga Club.

this isn’t the first time a lost soul has turned up looking for
help. I contacted Julie, one of the dog home helpers, who
told me they had been trying to catch him, to no avail.
After feeding and watering him for a few days, he
vanished. I next spotted him on the La Quinta Club hill, but
he still couldn’t be caught and then he was gone again.
A few weeks later I received a call and was surprised to
hear a Spanish lady asking about the little dog. She
explained she was his owner and had been looking for
him for sometime, so someone had suggested contacting
the dog rescue home. They then told her I may know

especially from the 1st of January when the new tax

more. I found out his name was Duqui and that he was

cuts in into play from the central government.

sorely missed by his family, especially the children. I

My advice? Get professional advice before ever buying

promised to keep her number and call her if I saw him

or selling.

and recorded the number under ‘missing dog’.

I’m doing a piece this month on the property

Two weeks later, one Sunday morning, and for no specific

market at the club, most agents here are very

reason I decided to call Julie and let her know I had

upbeat for the next 12 months, but feel the Spanish

received a call from the missing dog’s owner. I had her

market generally will not recover for many years.

number and if she saw the poor little chap, she might

They cite the huge amount of property that was

have more luck catching him if she called his name,

built using irresponsible lending and hopeless

‘Duqui’. Julie was busy that morning manning the dog

market research as the main reason for

rescue home stall at Cabo market, with two other

overbuilding. What’s your view?

dedicated volunteers, Cristina and Susanna, the founder.

Little by little the construction market is experiencing

They give much of their free time raising money for the

interesting movements, we also expect the new tax law

home, an endless task where donations are a must just

changes will improve this sector as I suggested in my

to survive! No more than five minutes after my call she

questions are in bold type.

previous answer.

phoned me back, asking if I could call Cati as Duqui had

I understand you are one of the original owners at

Do you have any advice for those that may have

LMC. Do you live here at the club or do you rent

catch him. Cati’s husband answered the phone and went

over committed financially?

to Cabo immediately, not only finding Duqui but also the

The following was a question and answer session, the

been spotted at the market. Unfortunately they couldn’t

your property out?
The European central bank has given excellent loans to

little friend he had made, another abandoned or lost dog.

I live and work in the City of Murcia, although I do visit

the big banks in Spain with fair and sensible terms. As a

Half an hour later I received another call, this time from

the club often.

result they are able to offer those on to the consumer,

Cati, elated at having her dog back, he was barking in the

I own a villa on the North side and mostly rent it out.

who in turn have a better opportunity for new loans and

background, joined by laughing children. She promised

What do you think of La Manga Club now and

mortgages. Then of course there is the option to

she would be taking him to the local vet straight away to

what would you do if anything to improve it?

renegotiate which results in increased consumer

get him chipped and that from now he would always

confidence, as we are in disinflation which is not to be

wear a collar with a tag.

What can I say, its the paradise of Europe.
Improvements? Possibly more security, a better
transport system, more shops and international events.
That’s interesting as we are currently addressing

confused with deflation.

A lovely end to what was fast becoming another tragic

Would you recommend our owners visit other

story, unfortunately all too frequent. Duqui found his

parts of Murcia and if so where?

these areas. Are you a golfer? Do you play golf at

The region of Murcia is know as the garden of Europe.

the club or somewhere else and what do you

We have everything from diverse landscapes to culinary

think of the developments that have been built in

delights. The City of Murcia, historic Cartagena, Jumilla

Murcia and the fact that many of them are in deep

and Lorca to name but a few.

financial trouble.
I am a very keen golfer when I have time. I play at La
Manga Club, Altoreal and Villa Martin.
Where I really like is St Andrews in Scotland!

family and the dog he befriended during his walkabout
has been given another chance of happiness, she was
also chipped and ‘Mary’ has now been reunited with her
delighted family.
You might like to donate to the Los Belones Dog Rescue
Home, knowing that money goes towards the re-homing

When and will the new International airport at
Corvera be open for business?

of abandoned or ill-treated animals. Your contribution can
be made directly to the Dog Rescue Home account held

This is a very important question for the region and it

at the La Caixa Bank, La Manga Club branch,

we hope before Spring.

IBAN ES 77 2100 4369 9102 0002 4149.

Onwards and upwards for

La Manga Club

We’ll make
La Manga Club the No.1
residential and
sports resort in Europe

By José Asenjo, Chief Executive Officer LMC

It seems like only yesterday that I arrived at La Manga

practice facility. The Academy has become the envy of golf

Club, however 2014 is now behind us and it really has

resorts across Europe. With David Leadbetter describing it

been a tremendous 12 months for the resort.
One of my main aims when I
was appointed, was to usher in
a exciting new era at the Club,
I feel that we have made great
strides towards that in a short
space of time. This could not
have been achieved without the
continued support of our owners and the community.

as ‘comparable with anything I have seen worldwide’.
It has certainly caused a stir in the golfing world, and with
the help of a group of influential UK journalists who were
here to witness the opening, the resort has been the
subject of some glowing headlines across the continent
over the last few months.

Mountain Race, the first La Manga Club Sunset Race

mutual collaboration. La Manga Club SL has provided

Golfer magazine for the fourth year in a row, and with the

support in events such as the recent Owners Championship

staging of the 2nd La Manga Club PGA’s of Europe Pro-Am

and the successful Fireworks evening in November.

at the start of February, the success story is set to continue.

In recognition and to thank you for your loyalty, we have

We have taken a major step into the world of
powerlifting, after signing long-term agreements with the
European Powerlifting Federation (EPF) and International
Powerlifting Federation (IPF). As a result we have now
opened a new High-Performance Sports Centre in

The resort was also brought to the attention of the

November. We feel especially proud of a new project

UK’s media last summer when we held a hugely

developed in conjunction with the Catholic University of

successful ‘Evening on the Thames’, it was really great

Murcia (UCAM). The centre has been set up to provide

that so many familiar faces from the resort could join

athletes of all abilities, with the most advanced

us that night as we put LMC on show.

technology possible to study all aspects of their health

been working to develop a sense of community in the
resort and, to that end, we have launched the new La

the course of 2014 are the third La Manga Club
and the MTB Carthago Challenge.

silverware later this month, with the resort in the running to

looking forward to developing and strengthening our

the year. We also hosted the X-Terra event in May.

when the Hotel Principe Felipe was named ‘Spain’s Best Golf

be voted ‘Spain’s Best Golf Resort’ by readers of Today’s

relationship in 2015 and beyond.

Fuente Alamo. Several clinics have been organised during

Hotel’ at the 1st World Golf Awards. We are hoping for more

assistance. We have been working well together in

long-term success of the Club, and I’m personally

are developing this with the agreement of the Triathlon of

Other sporting competitions that have been held during
La Manga Club received more good news in November

I would like to thank you for all for your help and

You as owners have an important role to play in the

La Manga Club is the ideal destination for triathlon and we

and training programmes. It is something I am very
You also turned out in force in August to support what

excited about for the future.

Manga Club card this year, completely free of charge.

was, for me, one of the highlights of 2014. The

This offers all members of our community different

inaugural La Manga Club Summer Gala Dinner in aid of

We will continue doing our best to satisfy our owners and

discounts in our facilities such as accommodation,

the Alda Foundation, a children’s charity. This raised a

clients needs. We are currently working on some very

shops, the Spa, our bars and restaurants, these vary

huge amount of money for a very deserving cause.

interesting projects, we promise to keep you informed.

depending on the sport scheme you belong to. I realise
there has been some confusion over the card and will
happily send you a definitive guide should you request it.
For any further information on the La Manga Club card
please e-mail info@lamangaclub.com

Away from golf, La Manga Club continues to impress
on many sporting fronts. The tennis academy continues
to flourish, with the Lawn Tennis Association (LTA) and
Tennis Europe. Marking the beginning of our third year
as their overseas training base by holding another elite
practice camp last month, and it’s a similar story with
other mainstream sports.

I am assembling a new and very dynamic management
team which will soon turn us into the number one
residential, leisure and sports resort in Europe. When
we achieve this, we believe your property will increase
in value! I would also like to thank the current staff of
La Manga Club who make it possible to give people a
unique experience when they visit the resort.
With other new appointments in key areas set to

After overseeing a period of considerable change, there
is so much to build on and it’s worth taking a moment to
reflect on all the good work that took place in 2014.

Having hosted many of the world’s top national and

follow, I feel strongly there is plenty for us all to look

international football teams in recent years, La Manga Club

forward to over the next 12 months. It promises to be

will be again the chosen destination for the many sides to

another year to remember! Once again I would like to

take a warm-weather training break over the next three

thank you for all your support. I look forward to working

months. An agreement between the Norwegian Football

together with you in the future to achieve great things

Federation and our own dedicated staff, has meant over 100

for this wonderful resort of ours!

teams of all nationalities and categories have visited La
Manga Club in 2014. On the other hand, the High
Performance Football Centre has been recently inaugurated,

At the forefront of this was the introduction of the new

with the objective of giving a professional solution to improve

Leadbetter Golf Academy – the only one in mainland

technical, tactical, phycological and physical qualities, to play

Spain. It was officially opened by David Leadbetter last

football to a professional level. Cricket will also play an

September. The centrepiece of a €1 million

important part in our calendar thanks to our burgeoning

redevelopment of our already extensive teaching and

partnership with the International Cricket Council (ICC).

Why you should warm up

when playing Tennis
The Health team talk to Lorenzo Martinez, Director of Tennis and Leisure

In this issue of the magazine we start a series on how to

Old wives tale?
Read on, you may
well be surprised!
An apple a day keeps the doctor
away. Is that right?

Phase 2 - Dynamic Movements

warm up for various sports activities or when training.
The first sport we look at is tennis. Members of the GB Davis
Cup team were resident here for a training camp in
December, and we were able to benefit from their advice.
Even if you don’t play tennis I’m sure some of the drills
mentioned will help for any other sport. In later issues we
will be looking in depth at individual activities, so please
watch this space! Heinz Gloor, Health team

Once your whole body is activated, your muscles are ready
to support dynamic movements, increasing heart rate and
body temperature.
Start with general movements (heels-flick/high knees/side
steps) then finish with specific movements (cross-over &
shadowing strokes) mixing with co-ordination exercises to
increase neuro-musculoskeletal system activation.

This saying is already 150 years old, and it has a core of
truth! (Pardon the pun!) English scientists have infact
recently investigated whether eating Apples has a
positive effect on the health of your heart. They
monitored two groups of people over the age of 50 who
suffered with high cholesterol. One group was given

Leon Smith, GB Davis Cup Captain and LTA Head Coach

Phase 3 - Flexibility
For my players the warm up is a crucial time for them

blood fat lowering medication (Statins). Another were

Maintaining good flexibility also aids in the prevention of

told simply to eat an Apple on a daily basis. The result

them to train and compete at the highest level - Leon

injuries to the musculoskeletal system. Flexibility is defined

of this comparison, published in 2013 in the British

Smith Great Britain Davis Cup Captain and LTA Head

as the range of motion possible around a specific joint or a

Medical Journal, had a very interesting outcome.

to prepare both physically and mentally to enable

Coach Mens Tennis.

series of articulations. Dynamic flexibility prepares your body

According to the assumptions from separate published

for specific movements and supports high muscle tensions.

studies, the daily Apple reduced blood fats just as well

Why warm up? many people would say, if you are one

as taking the Statins. Also the risk of dying from

of them then perhaps you should read this article, you

Exercises - hip rotations, leg swings and arm swings.

may well be glad you did!

Phase 4 - Speed

the groups taking part in the trial.

Are you one of those people that walk onto court, pick up a

The last part of the warm up is essential when you are going

If that's not enough to change your morning or

racket and play in the service boxes? Is this your warm up?

to play a match or when training with your coach. You need

afternoon snack habits, Italian scientists have recently

This is often the case with resort tennis players, though it

to be switched on mentally and show an athletic attitude.

found that ‘an apple a day’ at least in young women,

will end up causing many aches and pains. Repeating the

How often do we see a player having a bad start to their

can stimulate and improve their sex lives!

same mistake over and over could cause serious injury and

match? Pressure of course, but the wrong warm up as well.

cardiovascular disease decreased equally in both of

will prevent you from improving your game.

Perform several sprints with reaction time exercises to

Before going to your racket bag, prepare your body to cope

increase your concentration in order for you to be prepared

with the game and to give yourself the best opportunity to

for the first ball.

play well, with this easy and effective warm up. Try it!

Exercises - 5 secs fast feet on the spot, a 10m sprint - lateral

It will take you no longer than 10-15 minutes.

shuffle and another 10m sprint.

Phase 1 - Activation

Then and only then are you ready to play, have fun!

Wake up your body with exercises on the spot, activating both
upper and lower body.
It will improve blood flow to the whole body, the temperature

Conclusion - If you are on Statins, please

of the muscle’s will also increase.

don’t stop taking them without the advice of your

This will allow a better range of motion, decreasing stiffness
and prepare you for what lays ahead.
Exercises - half squats, front lunges, calf raises and side lunges.

doctor. Also you can’t avoid visiting a doctor by
eating an daily Apple for the rest of your life, but there
are some very good reasons to have a regular hearty
bite into one!

European football teams see us as

Does charity begin at home?
Of course it does, but sometimes it happens in unusual
places! Mar Menor Management accept parcels sent

a winter wonderland!

via Courier to addresses in the club, at their offices
opposite the petrol station. They don’t charge for this
service but they do accept donations which are in turn
given to various local charities.

Chad Harpur, Director of Sports

Our La Manga Club owners this year have donated
more than 600 Euros to charities, including El Buen
Samaritano, HELP Mar Menor and two local Children’s

From January 5 through late March, over 100 teams will stay

During this period the games will be played on the 8 pitches

ones. On 15 December, 2014 they presented 200 Euros
to El Buen Samaritano Charity in Cartagena.

at the resort. The stars of the show will be Borussia

available. One of the stands has the capacity for 800

Dortmund from Germany who are visiting La Manga Club for

spectators. Some of the games and tournaments have

This charitable organisation provides up to 400 lunches

the fourth consecutive year, and RSC Anderlecht from

already become classics. So feel free to come along!

daily at their centre in Cartagena, for the homeless and

The Copa del Sol is already into it’s seventh year and

families in need. They also provide each person with a

maintains the essence of an exhibition match, allowing

sandwich and drink for the evening. From all the

Belgium who have returned after four.
Those teams represent some 20 countries and they will
come to us to prepare for the second half of their seasons.

scouts to see the players performing at their best.

donations received, El Buen Samaritano organizes a
special Christmas lunch where each child is given a toy.

Anderlecht, who famously came from 3 down to draw with

The teams that will be taking part this year are,

Arsenal at the Emirates stadium, will be the first to arrive

Stromsgodset IF, Odd Grenland, Lillestrom SK from Norway

along with the German under 16 and under 17 national teams.

and Hammarby IF from Sweden, they will be at the resort

Fundraising activities include a monthly golf

from the end of January to early February.

competition, and once a year the ‘Five Kilos’ golf

From January 25 to February 11 Dynamo Zagreb will be

food, household goods and toiletries. An auction also

staying at the Principe Felipe Hotel. They will join the long list

takes place of quality gifts donated by owners.

This year they gave 120 away!

challenge where players each donate 5kgs of dried

of Scandinavian teams that will take part in the Copa del Sol.
These are just some of the teams that will be staying at La
Manga club during January and February, and we are still
awaiting confirmation from two more top clubs.
Taking advantage of the high concentration of teams in the
same place at the same time, the clubs technical staff will
The German teams will play a friendly match against

plan friendly games that will help to prepare players and let

Atlético de Madrid under 17 and under 18’s on the 12th of

them learn new techniques and styles of play.

January from 6pm on pitch A of the complex.
The next team will be the University of Cambridge team that
arrive on the 6th of January.

Updated friendly matches and football teams will be posted
on www.lamangaclub.com

Collections of unwanted clothing and furniture which
are recycled further raise funds for El Buen Samaritano.
Please keep sending them your courier parcels, many
more people will benefit.

LMC Broadband
move into CCTV
LMC Broadband, an onsite internet provider have
installed their first CCTV system, in an individual villa.
The system has been powered over ethernet but will
also operate wirelessly. The customer wasn’t concerned
so much about security, which incidentally is excellent

Jürgen Klopp’s Borussia Dortmund return to La Manga Club

at the club, but more about monitoring their asset. They

on January 10 for 8 days.

installed external and internal HD Y-Cams which can be
Ladies senior teams from Norway and Sweden will arrive on

accessed from anywhere in the world via an i-phone,

the 10th along with the Peruvian champions Alianza de Lima.

i-pad, computer, TV or any android device.

Another top ladies side that will be coming in January is
Ireland from 12th to 16th.
The German team Hansa Rostock will stay with us from the
18th to 25th.
There is also something new for La Manga Club this year,
the new High Performance Football Centre.
This is the first of its kind in world football and specifically

The footage is in real time and stored to a hard drive.

designed to showcase and help develop the players. It also

It can also connect to the cloud. Either way, it can’t be

allows them to be seen and signed by other clubs.
We have a fully qualified UEFA coaching staff that will train
teams on a full time basis, but more importantly they’ll spend
more time individually with them to work on weaknesses
and improve their technique.

tampered with! Using LMC Broadband, the customer
has saved a considerable sum of money by cutting out
their existing supplier. If required, they can also offer a
full maintenance package. The cameras are extremely
reliable, hard working and use very little power.
They can fit or supply and fit, they are as flexible as the

From January 24th to February 1st, the German ladies under
17 national team will be here at the resort. We will also host

At La Manga Club we speak sport and allow the players an

customer needs them to be, all their work is carried out

the following ladies teams from Norway - LSK, Stabaek,

opportunity to reach their full potential through our never

to an exceptionally high standard and fully guaranteed.

Arna Bjornar and Kolbotn from January 29 to February 5.

seen before product!

Roger Lowe, LMC Broadband, lmcbb@lmcemail.com

administration. A workable structure that could be put in

You may have heard about the Entidad

So what is happening?

place more quickly and far less expensively.
Owners would have responsibility only for those
matters which are important to them.
Finally an Entidad could not own property other than
that it occupied itself so as an example, it would not be
able to own the Owners’ Clubhouse.

By Andrew Fullerton-Batten, Vice president GC

In local Spanish Government, an Entidad is the

The article referred to the vast amount of detailed work

authority which provides services to a developed

that had gone into drafting an Entidad document, which

area that is both self-governing and self-financing.

had received the approval of the General Community,

As has been reported previously, the General Community

the Presidents of the communities, and Inmogolf as the

was made aware that during 2014 Inmogolf SL and

developer of the resort. The belief was that an Entidad

Cartagena Town Hall have been discussing the basis on

would be required, once responsibility for the

which Inmogolf could transfer responsibility for the

infrastructure had passed from Inmogolf to Cartagena

Against this background, the Presidents’ Meeting of

infrastructure of the resort to the Town Hall. The Town

Town Hall mostly because it was felt that Cartagena

19th November 2014 approved a proposal that the

Hall has required certain works to be undertaken before

would have little interest in providing anything like the

General Community enter directly into negotiations with

such a transfer can take place and owners will have

level of services required in order to maintain or improve

Cartagena Town Hall, with a view to agreeing a basis

noticed that some repairs have already been made to

the roads, street lighting, water provision and drainage.

on which it takes responsibility for a range of services.

the roads around the resort. The General Community is

Something owners are likely to face very soon.

not aware of the totality of what is required by
Cartagena but it has been told that any agreement is
strictly between Inmogolf and the Town Hall and they
(the Town Hall) are the sole determinant of what
standards will be applied to any transfer of assets.

These will include refuse collection, road sweeping,
pest control, maintenance of street lighting and public

It was pointed out, that certain services could not be

spaces (excluding green areas). It was noted that recent

provided by the Entidad, such as security, so a reduced

case law prevents an Entidad from providing the first

General Community would have to work alongside the

two of these services, further reducing its potential

Entidad to provide these. It was also stated that introducing

effectiveness.

an Entidad would be a long process as all 2,300 owners
would have to be consulted, and any objections would have

Security and Medical Centre arrangements would be as

to be dealt with and further resort-wide consultation

currently provided. The General Community has also

undertaken. An enormous task for the Town Hall whose

engaged architects to provide technical advice in

resources are already overstretched as a result of the

respect of the handover of the infrastructure and to

recession. It was estimated that the time to introduce an

advise on the drafting of any agreements and on any

Entidad would exceed a year, during which time the

additional arrangements that the General Community

infrastructure of the resort could continue to decline.

(with the approval of the Presidents of individual

In view of this, a lawyer, José Vidal based in Murcia and

It is understood that any transfer of Roads and Cables

communities) wishes to agree with the Town Hall.

The transfer is to be split into two parts, Roads and

completely independent of the resort, was appointed to

will take place early in 2015, so it looks as though the

advise the General Community on the best way forward.

first half of next year will be a very busy time!

Cables and Pipes. The former would be an unconditional

He pointed out that the law relating to Entidads had

transfer (once the assets had been put into an

changed since the original team looked at it back in 2007.

acceptable state) and the latter would be after another
year or so, once certain complexities have been ironed
out. The General Community has been working on the
assumption that the transfer of Roads and Cables is
imminent. It therefore has been considering what form
of relationship with the Town Hall could be entered into
immediately, in order to prevent any withdrawal of
current services provided by us, such as refuse
collection and street cleaning.
Readers of the old La Manga Club magazine may recall
the winter 2012 edition detailed the background to, and
the requirements for introducing an Entidad into the
resort. An Entidad is a legal entity approved by local
government, to provide services and collect fees for

Firstly the General Community and Cartagena Town Hall,
can now enter into direct arrangements relating to
services that owners require in order to maintain the
quality of their environment.

Juani Veiga, stoic
of La Manga Club
sadly passes away

It is understood from discussions between Inmogolf,
Cartagena Town Hall and latterly the General
Community, this is Cartagena’s preferred way forward.
They would prefer not to provide refuse collection or
road sweeping services and feel that owners would be
better placed to do that themselves. They intend to
maintain the roads and be responsible for the provision
of electrical power as well as water and drainage
through Iberdrola and Hydrogia, respectively.

Many of you will remember Juani Veiga, Owners

those services. Back then it was envisaged it would

Security to be retained by the General Community

Accounts Manager for La Manga Club. She died this

manage most, but not all of the current General

Cartagena also recognises that security is a very significant

Christmas week after a long illness, and will be missed

Community areas of responsibility, as well as some of

component of resort life and responsibility for this would be

by many. Juani was the ‘go to’ person that bridged the

those of Inmogolf. One of the overall objectives was to

retained by the General Community. The advantages of this

gap between the resort and the owners, she will be

give owners management control to protect the

arrangement are that owners would only need a General

sorely missed. I hope you will join us all in thinking of

Community rather than having an additional Entidad

her family at this very sad time.

investment in their property.

