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THE GENERAL COMMUNITY FOR ALL OUR OWNERS
GREAT NEW DEALS FOR OWNERS AND THEIR GUESTS
WE HAVE A NEW DIRECTOR OF GOLF, READ ABOUT HIS PLANS
THINGS TO DO THIS SUMMER AND PLACES TO GO

We interview the new

Director of Golf
We sent you a breaking news supplement about the new

He also wants to foster a feel good factor amongst owners

proposed road and the appointment of our new Director of

and introduce a club atmosphere so that people use the

Golf Eduardo Ruiz Méndez. Here we sat down with him to

facilities La Manga Club offers more regularly.

get a flavour of what he would like to do for La Manga Club.
We were impressed! Please read on.

Wardrobe need
freshening up?
Why not take a
trip to Indulge

Many people for instance bring their own refreshment to the
course, people tell us that the halfway house is rarely open
and they never see a beverage cart. Eduardo is addressing
that and from May 1st, the halfway hut will be opened and
staffed each and every day between 8am and 8pm. Efforts
will also be made to ensure a beverage cart stops twice on a
golfers front nine and twice on the back nine. So please
encourage this by using them if you can!

How time has flown since they opened the doors to
Indulge and welcomed the community of the Club.
It’s amazing to think how things have blossomed from

We have had problems in the past with irrigation, much of

the beginning. They have learned so much about style

which is down to the mix of water.

and business with great teamwork. And the very best

This will become a priority to remedy. He also intends

part, they are just getting started!

to improve the maintenance levels overall and build a
new turf nursery that promises to ensure our courses
are always looking in top shape!

They continue working tirelessly to find the most
suitable designers, bringing the best pieces from across
Europe including France, Italy and of course Spain.

Eduardo has worked for a number of well known clubs and
resorts in southern Spain, most recently Valderrama. He has
a wonderful knowledge of working with some world class
resorts such as Finca Cortesin and La Quinta.

Education is also something Eduardo is also looking at,

Brands that are inspired by the vibrant Mediterranean

stopping people driving their buggies on the edges of

and French Riviera style, with complimentary cuts and

greens and in bunkers, yes bunkers!

fabulous printed colours.

They are also looking at putting signage near greens to
encourage people to repair their pitch marks. Finally he

So we asked him what were his long term aims. His first

is looking at ways to stop golfers driving their carts close

was to get our fine resort back in the rankings. Getting the

to the greens, and believe me, that happens a lot.

This coming year they will be celebrating their fourth
anniversary and have never been more excited.
To maintain momentum and keep pace with the stores
popularity, they are planning many new exciting brand

South course back in the top 10 in Spain was high on the list.

launches this year, continuing to offer original and

He also recognises that having a great looking course is just

authentic garments season after season.

a part of that. He believes that the whole golfing experience
is every bit as important. He intends to bring in a panelist,

So if your wardrobe needs some help, why not pay them

that is a company that will evaluate the course and let him

a visit? You’ll find Indulge at Bellaluz in the Plaza Mayor.

know what is needed to make it truly World class in the
shortest possible time.

Eduardo was a scratch golfer when he made the decision to
go into management. He blames playing with Sergio Garcia
as one of his reasons! His English is almost perfect but the
fact he is Spanish is much better, as that will make
communications with his team so much easier.
I hope you all join with us in wishing him the very best of luck,
and please understand that any changes will take time and
support him in that. If anyone has any questions for Eduardo, as

Club fitting by
Callaway Golf
at the Academy

Another thing that will be music to many owners ears is that

a temporary measure we would appreciate them sending them

he wants to increase speed of play. Ensuring our course

to our owners interests team leader, David Williams, where any

LMC SL are currently negotiating a contract with

marshalls let golfers that break the rules know that they

big issues will be passed on. Otherwise he will have little time

Callaway Golf to install a brand new golf club fitting

shouldn’t. This includes not only general etiquette, but also

to do what he is striving to achieve, to make our resort the best

service at the Leadbetter Academy. So hopefully people

the time some groups take to move around the golf course.

in Spain! davidwilliams122@gmail.com

will soon be able to buy fitted golf clubs there.

We interview one of

Scotland’s finest
Gordon Strachan, Manager of the Scottish national football team and ex-professional player

Many of you will already know that the club is home to

My wife goes to the gym a lot and has just started play-

some very well know ex-professional footballers, Here

ing golf, well having lessons anyway!

we interview Gordon Strachan, who played for Aberdeen,
Leeds and Manchester united, managed Southampton,

Don’t forget to
book early for the
Alda foundation
gala dinner!

Have you ever, or do you still support any of the
teams you played for?

Coventry, Celtic, Middlesbrough and now of course Scotland. We asked him a few questions, the answers may

No, as a kid I was a Hibs fan and I liked the Edinburgh

well surprise you!

clubs, but although I take an interest in all the ones I
played for, I don’t actually support any of them.

When you were at the top of your game, you decided to buy here at La Manga Club.

Why?

Do you play golf here often? If you do which course

You could have gone anywhere in the world at that

do you prefer.

time.

I do play golf a lot here, mostly when it’s quiet as I hate

I first came to La Manga Club in 1989 and lived in an

slow golf!

apartment above a nightclub in Los Lomas.

Do you ever play any of the courses in the sur-

ner, it took place around the main swimming pool at the

I was playing for Manchester United at the time and

rounding area?

hotel. The entertainment for the evening was singer

To be honest there’s so much to do here at the club I’ve

Steve Charles from England and Spanish X factor finalist

teamed up with another owner John Scott, who was a
City fan, and we formed a nightclub called Yesterdays.

never been out to any of the other courses.
How often do you get to visit the club?
I asked that because I always assume everyone
Since I’ve been managing Scotland, I get to spend 2 to 3

here is into golf, are there other activities you get

months a year here.

involved with?

And the great thing is because of the football calendar,
it’s always at different times, so I do see the seasons.
It’s also not a long flight, has everything the family need,

Yes we both play tennis and when the children were

Have you ever brought any of your teams here or do
you keep La Manga Club a closely guarded secret?

Last year we had the inaugural Alda foundation gala din-

Ruth Lorenzo.
The main object was to raise money for children in
Paraguay, and was a huge success.
Not only did we raise some €10,000, everyone that attended, had a fabulous time and a memorable night.

young they were into everything, my grandchildren are

Please make sure you book early this year to avoid any

now doing the same.

disappointment! It’s in early August and we will give you

and with 3 children and 5 grandchildren, being safe tops
the list, and La Manga Club is very safe.

Gordon is also an ambassador!

What do you most enjoy about La Manga Club life?
I like the fact that it’s only 2 hours away, so easy to get to
and as safe as anywhere I’ve been, and when you have a
large family as I do, that’s so important.

the date in the next issue, so please stay tuned!

A huge success for
our first joint venture!

Yes, Coventry Southampton Celtic and Middlesbrough.
There is a new General Community in place now,
is there something you would do here if you could?
We as home owners, must remember that La Manga Club
is not solely here for our benefit. We must also remember
that the club has a responsibility to make sure that all visitors have a truly wonderful experience whilst here.
Do you live in a community or an individual villa?
I used to live in a community, now I live in an individual
villa. My wife and I have invested a lot of time and
money making it the perfect home, so we love it.
Do you like gardening, and if so do you do it here at
the club?

local area of Murcia?
I eat as much on-site as I do off, the great thing about the
club is when you step outside of it, you are in the real
Spain and that’s something the whole family enjoy.

the General Community and La Manga Club SL.
We put two top fundraisers on it, who organised the entertainment and sold tables, as well as combining with
LMC SL’s Events Organising team to put on a truly splendid evening. And all those attending enjoyed it immensely. We are already working on this year’s event

When you are here, do you dine out much on-site,
stay in at your villa or sample the delights of the

The Alda Gala dinner was the first event staged between

Ha, ha, I love looking at gardens but that’s as close as I

where we hope to raise even more money for such a just

get to gardening!

and worthwhile cause, underprivileged children.

If you had to sum up life at La Manga Club in one
sentence, what would that be?
Wonderfully time consuming!

We hope to see as many owners this year as we saw last.
So again, thank you all so much for your support.
Robin Fish, General Community President

June sees the first La Manga

Sports Festival

When it’s windy,
learn how to hit
the low shot!
As many of our golfers will tell you, the start of 2015
has been rather cold and bitter at La Manga Club.
If that wasn’t enough, the drop in temperature has
brought with it some fairly severe North Westerly
winds. This is where the low shot, which is less

and Sara Wilson.

Finally the bank
have appointed a
company to sell!

The event is attracting corporate interest with the

On 12th january 2014, Quality Homes were appointed

football shirts being sponsored by Ticket4Football,

master agent for ATALAYAS phase 1 and 2.

This June will see the inaugural La Manga Netball
Sevens taking place alongside the La Manga Soccer Sixes, under the banner of the La Manga Sports
Festival. Hosted by La Manga Sports Tours, a London based company run by Bellaluz owners, Neil

affected by the wind than a normal trajectory, becomes

a local company operated by Flute Lounge Bar
owner Stuart Wearmouth.

increasingly important. Rule number one with the low shot
is (to use the old adage) when it’s breezy, swing easy!

The Soccer Sixes, which take place on the LMC Football
pitches and will involve some 16 teams playing six-aside
football over a couple of days, beginning on June 5th.
There will be two trophies to play for, the Cup, which is
for the best teams and the Plate which all the teams that
didn’t win their groups will go into.

A very positive reaction has been received from

If you try and swing excessively hard to force the ball

La Manga Club owners and interested clients. They had

through the wind, you will in fact create the opposite

recommended to the bank to smarten the garden up and

effect. You’ll create too much backspin, and the ball will

have the pools cleaned and filled, this now shows the

continue to climb, and as a consequence, travel further

development in a complete different light. Sales have

away from the target.

started to pick up over the last few weeks and the show
villas will ready for the Easter holidays. Open house
details to be announced soon for owners and guests to
just pop round and have a look.

Similarly, and this may seem an obvious one, take at
least one more club than you would normally. By taking
a 6 iron instead of a 7 iron for example, the club will
have less loft and therefore the ball will travel lower.

The Netball sevens will be a similar 16 team event but

Sales information is available from their office in Bellaluz,

Finally, try putting the ball further back in your stance.

each team will have a player in it from top netball side

where Quality Homes have been operating from since 1992.

If you position the ball slightly back of middle in your

Surrey Storm. Similarly there will be a Cup and a Plate to

968-338666 or e=mail to margarete@lamangaclub.org

stance, the clubface will become more delofted and you

compete for, and like the football, the kit will be free of

can start hitting those wonderful low shots with the

charge to keep after the event.

ball piercing through the wind.

Both tournaments will have a joint gala dinner and

Hopefully you’ll see more wind balls find the green on

prize-giving as well as a welcome party, which will be

the nasty days. Don’t forget though, summer is on it’s

hosted at the Flute Lounge Bar in Las Sabinas.

way and the wind still blows, so practice that shot!

In theory the first week in June will see an awful lot of fit

Anthony McCarthy, David Leadbetter Golf Academy

people around, so please feel free to wander over. The
more people watching, the more fun the event will be.
For more information on this wonderful event please visit
www.lamangasportstours.co.uk

Golf buggy, need
some advice?
Many owners want to buy their own buggy but aren’t sure
where to go and what type to buy. We have our very own
buggy repair man on-site. Peter Toye, who designed the
famous three wheel ones the club rent out.
If you need any advice on buying, or you already have one
and need a repair, then call Peter on 699 101 572 he’ll be
more than happy to help you.

Two new roads planned

for the Club

Many of you will know it as the road that passes the
football fields.
The water storage system, which is currently housed in
the reservoir at the top of the hill, now will be stored in
separate ones in other areas of the club, which will result
in far more efficient use of our water.
These new improvements will provide access to a new
project that will allow up to 300 new homes to be built!
The work on this should last for about 6 months. So
shouldn’t be too disruptive.

At a press conference on March 20th in Cartegena,

The cycle lanes will run from the beginning of the road at

This new and exciting project will upgrade the existing

Paco Bernabe, the Murcia Regional Minister for

infrastructure, and although it will create a new and

Roads and Transport announced the €3.9m project

Los Belones and join up with the cycle lanes past the
West course on the road to Portman. The plan is for four

more modern area, it will still blend in with our much

will begin this coming October, 2015. The project

new roundabouts, the first one will be at the restaurant

loved resort. We are delighted as it will make access

also received the support of Pilar Barreiro Alvarez,

Canela turn, the second at the entrance fountain by Coto

much easier for all.

Del Golf. The third is where the turn for the Spa is, and

Work is planned to begin in October and LMC SL are

Panic button
alarm system
now available

looking at building a new entrance to the club.

This may be of interest for anyone living alone.

the Mayor of Cartagena.

the last one is where the road turns back toward the club
past the West course, in between the first green and the
second tee. At each roundabout the cycle lane go under
the road, so at no point should we ever see bicycles on
our roads again, much safer for all of us.

We haven’t seen any plans yet but promise to let you
know the minute we do!

Although we have an excellent service for emergency
response via our switchboard, we now have a supplier
of a ‘Panic Button’ alarm system.
This consists of a bracelet or medallion to be worn on
your person with a red alarm button. In the case of an
emergency (for example a fall in the house) when it is not
possible to reach the telephone, pressing this button will
activate a call to an alarm centre in Madrid via your
telephone line.
Even without activation of the system the alarm centre

The picture below is of the roundabout at the entrance to

operator will occasionally ring the person to check that

the Club by Coto Del Golf, the cycle lane is indicated in

everything is well and if necessary give reminders to

green with the pavement in orange, not the centre, that’s

take medication, etc… They will even wish you a

just to show the roundabout!

Happy Birthday!
If the red alarm button is pushed in an emergency
situation, the Alarm Centre Operator will contact our
security guards, (who have a response time of some 3
to 5 minutes). They will come to your property and
knock on the door. If there is no answer they will use
the property key to gain access, assess the situation
and take appropriate action.
The monthly cost is Euro 28.80 including IVA. The price
includes the electronic devices, maintenance and
replacement when necessary and Alarm Centre services.
Additional information can be obtained at the General
Community office.

In the January magazine we told you about all the
As you can see from the illustration taken from the

improvements that had taken place through 2014.

actual plans of the new scheme, the proposed road is

We also said we were looking forward to many

much wider. It has a separate track for cyclists and

more in 2015. Well the first bit of great news we

even has a pavement, perfect for those avid walkers

have is the construction of a new road, the first for

amongst us. No excuses now!

many years, and by the time you are reading this

The plan for a cycle lane will please many at the club,

LMC SL have assured us, work will have begun.

as sharing the road with so many pelotons is often

The new road will link security checkpoint C1 to security

frustrating, and sometimes a little nerve racking.

checkpoint C2. Construction will begin in April.

50 reasons to be honest about

Residency law
By communications

Jo Rodda, La
Manga Club’s
Superwoman!
Jo is a 38 year old consultant Old Age Psychiatrist.
Her parents have been owners at the club for 30 years.
So one of our very own founder owners!

Many people will claim to know a little about the

If you become a resident you will need to change your

rules and regulations of Spanish residency.

drivers licence to a Spanish one, and you will come

Quite a number know some tax regulations in the

under Spanish tax laws, which may affect you when

UK and other parts of Europe, but few really

selling your property. Again for advice on this subject,

She trained for 2 years for the event which is called the

understand the law. Our advice is to see an expert,

please consult a solicitor, this article is meant only as an

Enduroman Arch to Arc, Solo Challenge. Where the

People here at the club may be at risk and not

informative guide. And is not written by a legal team.

clocks starts in London and stops in Paris.

Jo is also a Triathlete and recently competed in what is
generally known as the hardest Triathlon in the world.

know it. Here are a few pointers, 50 to be exact.

Her aim was to be the fifth and fastest woman to finish

You’ll find them somewhere in the copy!

it and in doing so, raising money for the MS Trust.

If you spend 184 or more days in Spain in any calendar

After a number of delays due to adverse weather condi-

year, it’s required that you take out a Residencia. Don’t

tions in the English Channel, Jo left Marble Arch on Fri-

forget, a calendar year in Spain is not the same as a

day September 26th at 20.48 and ran to Dover taking 19

fiscal one in the UK.

hours 52 mins (87 miles)

This means that you are now liable for income, capital

After waiting in Dover for 16 hours 47 mins she then

gains and inheritance tax on all your worldwide assets.

swam to Calais (22 miles) in 15 hours 40 mins (a boat

This also includes IVA and gift taxes, which in Spain

sailed along-side but wasn’t allowed to make contact

are always paid by the receiver.

with her). Jo said she could definitely not do this part
again, she suffered sea sickness and was stung on her

All of this is irrelevant if you spend 183 days or less in

face by jelly fish for her troubles!

the country, you only become a resident on the 184th.

Always avoid thinking you know best, this route will

If you intend to spend your life in Spain, then you

often end in tears. There are experts, and given the

become a resident from day one. That rule is about

language barriers, it’s well worth taking their advice.

intention. If you are separated (from your marriage) but
not legally, and your spouse resides here, then you will
be deemed as a resident regardless of where you live.

Paris (180 miles) on a bike, this took a further 17 hours
and 14 minutes.

Also don’t think you can outwit the authorities, it only

Her overall time (including all rest stops) was a stagger-

takes someone to report you, that could be anyone, a

ing 78 hours and 39 mins, beating not only the Women's

disgruntled neighbour, a shopworker or even a cleaner,

World Record by over 13 hours but also becoming the

If you live in Spain but only for a part of the year, then

and the process will begin. There is always a paper

you will need a Numero de Identificacion, or an NIE

trail such as credit cards slips, invoices, utility bills,

number. This will identify you as an owner, but one that

phone records and bank statements, and believe me,

doesn’t live here permanently. To get an NIE number,

they will follow it up. Once they get a sniff, they will

it’s best to visit a solicitor here at the club. All you need

not let go of the bone.

is a passport and the rest is easy!

There was then a 9 hour break before setting off for

third fastest person ever to have finished the challenge.
Jo you are amazing!
To date she has raised just over £27,500 for the MS Trust
who have supported her very dear friend Simon and his
family. Helping them cope with this debilitating illness.

Please beware of not being a resident of one country or
another, again someone somewhere will catch up with
you, and that then becomes tax evasion.
Finally, consider very carefully where you want to be a

On her return, Jo came straight to the Club and spent 5
glorious days recovering at the Spa! More details are
available on her website, please feel free to contribute.
www.jo2paris4ms.com

resident, tax laws do change from country to country,
especially if you are near to your pension. Pension laws
and taxes are significantly different in the UK to many
European countries, the country you choose to reside in
will be the country to where your lump sums are taxed.
Oh, and yes, I know it wasn’t 50 ways, but it was a lot!
If you think that living on a boat will exempt you, think
again, if you are within 12 nautical miles of the country,
you will also be liable.

If you are unsure as to your status, seek advice,
doing that could save you a fortune in the long
run! And honesty is always the best policy.
For more information contact -

So it’s worth remembering that if you intend to stay in

Angel Morenilla - angel@msb.es

the country for more than 183 days, then you are re-

Magda Moral - magdamoral@legalmatters.es

quired to apply for residencia. If you are working then

Tina Sullivan - tina@tina-sullivan.com

you don’t need it, although it’s worthwhile doing as it

Juan Pedreno - jpedreno@pybconsulting.com

will certainly make your life a little easier.

Juan Carlos - info@jccabeza.es

Jo with mum and dad in Paris

The General community had its first

Firework Fiesta

Yacht owner gives
budding buyers
some sound advice

By David Williams, Owners Interests

It is well known that luxury motor boats rarely leave the
comfort of their own harbour. Unless it’s a calm, balmy
day, when they may well venture out for a few hours.
And on those days, which are preciously few in the
It was Saturday evening that saw the first

Our thanks go to the many people who showed true

course of a year, many are tucked back up on their

General Community fireworks night. November

community spirit and made this happen. A special men-

mooring by nightfall!

1st 2014.

tion must go to the 30 volunteers who forsook their

In fact the hours of the average motor vessel represent

‘Come up with some interesting ideas for an event the
General Community can put on for owners. Make it
inclusive for all, family friendly and fun. If you can do
that, I will fund it out of my President's allowance so it
will be free to enter.’
That was the challenge laid down by Robin Fish to the

fashion sense for the evening. They donned hi-vis vests

so little time spent at sea that their very purchase,

to help marshal the crowds, hand out glowsticks and

viewed in retrospect, represents an enormous cost to the

ensure the event passed off safely and without inci-

owner. Who secretly knows, although few admit, that

dent.

their prized possession is underused and expensive.

It was lovely to see not only owners, their families and

If ever the expression 'it seemed like a good idea at the

friends, but also people from the local area experienc-

time but'... was true, it certainly is here!

ing some La Manga Club hospitality.

BOAT is an acronym for ‘Bring Out Another Thou-

ganising group emerged from under a mountain of red

With the continued support of LMC SL we hope that the

sand’ The annual maintenance and berthing costs

tape and logistical obstacles to put on a wonderful

fireworks party can become a regular fixture in the cal-

represent around 10% of the initial purchase price. And

party evening. The highlight was one of the most

endar. It’s definitely not one to miss!

that’s every year! The actual cost of a modest spec, 40'

Owners’ Interests team. Several months later the or-

Sunseeker will set you back a cool £1m. So you’ll need

spectacular firework displays any of us had ever seen.

deep pockets, be prepared!

Antonio Miranda’s gardeners constructed a huge
bonfire which set the backdrop to a great evening.

It’s little wonder that the owners of sailing yachts tend to

Held at the football stadium, it was a fun family event

think of motor boat owners as a very different breed to

that included music, hotdogs, hamburgers, wine, beer

themselves, it’s easy to see why!

and of course fireworks!

Although in every situation, and to every general rule,
one can always find an exception. My advice, only buy

Over 500 people packed the stand. It was a stunning 15
minute demonstration of modern pyrotechnics that truly
left us all in awe.
What a fitting finale to a wonderful community night.

Play golf at member
rates worldwide!

Although my boat, Songbird has been based in Puerto de
Tomas Maestre, over the years there isn’t a port in the
Mediterranean sea it hasn’t been to, and that is around

In our first issue last May, I mentioned that LMC had an

50,000 nautical miles. So mine is used, Bon voyage!

agreement in place with The Premier Golf Alliance. This

My next adventure is to the Norwegian Fjords, so my

allowed an owner at La Manga Club to benefit from playing

20 mtr berth is available should anyone be interested!

golf at any PGA club at member rates and with no time restrictions. As many owners here are resident in the UK, it
really is a fabulous opportunity to play some world class
courses at a fraction of the price. The Premier Golf Alliance
has members courses all over the world, from Mauritius to
Florida, so it’s well worth visiting their website. You have to

An amazing display was seen by all!

one if you are going to use it regularly!

register so when you do please put LMC where it asks for a
membership number. http://www.premiergolfalliance.com

Tim Parker - e-mail, timothyparker@btinternet.com.

Why you should warm up

when playingTennis
The Health team talk to Lorenzo Martinez, Director of Tennis and Leisure

Vivir boutique
is the place for
something a little different
They set up shop at the Club in 1995, although they had
been in the area since 1976.
They are a clothes shop with a real difference.

In this issue of the magazine we start a series on how to

Phase 2 - Dynamic Movements

Specialising in ‘unusual’ rather than the normal range of

warm up for various sports activities or when training.

clothes, they also accessorise them with a special range of

The first sport we look at is tennis. Members of the GB Davis

bags, jewellery and shoes.

Cup team were resident here for a training camp in
Brands include - Garcia Jeans - designed in Italy.

December, and we were able to benefit from their advice.

B Young - Danish by origin but internationally known.

Even if you don’t play tennis I’m sure some of the drills

Oxbow - Sponsors of extreme sports and French designed.

mentioned will help for any other sport. In later issues we

Doca - Greek designed clothes, bags and shoes.

will be looking in depth at individual activities, so please

Triumph, Emar, Basmar and Sloggi for swimwear and

watch this space! Heinz Gloor, Health team

Fortimes & Eferri which are Spanish designed bags,
shoes and accessories.
Once your whole body is activated, your muscles are ready

They source their products from Denmark, Holland, Italy

to support dynamic movements, increasing heart rate and

and Spain and are always looking for something new and

body temperature.

exciting to bring to you.

Start with general movements (heels-flick/high knees/side

As well as their ranges of men’s and womens clothing

steps) then finish with specific movements (cross-over &

and swimwear, they also offer a personalised service for

shadowing strokes) mixing with co-ordination exercises to

any alterations you may need.

increase neuro-musculoskeletal system activation.
They feature all new collections in their fashion shows
For my players the warm up is a crucial time for them
to prepare both physically and mentally to enable
them to train and compete at the highest level - Leon
Smith Great Britain Davis Cup Captain and LTA Head
Coach Mens Tennis.
Why warm up? many people would say, if you are one
of them then perhaps you should read this article, you
may well be glad you did!

Phase 3 - Flexibility

held here in Bellaluz. These happen several times a year.

Maintaining good flexibility also aids in the prevention of

Please check the online magazine for future dates.

injuries to the musculoskeletal system. Flexibility is defined
as the range of motion possible around a specific joint or a

Or e-mail us direct at vivirlamanga@hotmail.com

series of articulations. Dynamic flexibility prepares your body
for specific movements and supports high muscle tensions.
Exercises - hip rotations, leg swings and arm swings.
Phase 4 - Speed

Are you one of those people that walk onto court, pick up a

The last part of the warm up is essential when you are going

LMC BROADBAND MOVE INTO CCTV

racket and play in the service boxes? Is this your warm up?

to play a match or when training with your coach. You need

LMC Broadband, an on-site internet provider have in-

to be switched on mentally and show an athletic attitude.

stalled their first CCTV system, in an individual villa.

This is often the case with resort tennis players, though it
will end up causing many aches and pains. Repeating the
same mistake over and over could cause serious injury and
will prevent you from improving your game.
Before going to your racket bag, prepare your body to cope
with the game and to give yourself the best opportunity to
play well, with this easy and effective warm up. Try it!
It will take you no longer than 10-15 minutes.
Phase 1 - Activation

How often do we see a player having a bad start to their

The system has been powered over ethernet but will

match? Pressure of course, but the wrong warm up as well.

also operate wirelessly. The customer wasn’t concerned

Perform several sprints with reaction time exercises to in-

so much about security, which incidentally is excellent

crease your concentration in order for you to be prepared for

at the club, but more about monitoring their asset. They

the first ball.

installed external and internal HD Y-Cams which can be
accessed from anywhere in the world via an i-phone,

Exercises - 5 secs fast feet on the spot, a 10m sprint - lateral

i-pad, computer, TV or any android device.

shuffle and another 10m sprint.
The footage is in real time and stored to a hard drive.
Then and only then are you ready to play, have fun!

It can also connect to the cloud. Either way, it can’t be
tampered with! Using LMC Broadband, the customer

Wake up your body with exercises on the spot, activating both

has saved a considerable sum of money by cutting out

upper and lower body.

their existing supplier. If required, they can also offer a

It will improve blood flow to the whole body, the temperature

full maintenance package. The cameras are extremely

of the muscle’s will also increase.

reliable, hard working and use very little power.

This will allow a better range of motion, decreasing stiffness
and prepare you for what lays ahead.
Exercises - half squats, front lunges, calf raises and side lunges.

They can fit or supply and fit, they are as flexible as the
customer needs them to be, all their work is carried out
to an exceptionally high standard and fully guaranteed.
Roger Lowe, LMC Broadband, lmcbb@lmcemail.com

News from some of our

on-site businesses

Gourmet Coffee
offer at El Bistro
El Bistro at Bellaluz are renowned for making one of the
best cups of coffee on La Manga Club. What could be
better than sitting in the sunny Plaza Mayor, drinking
one of their delicious barista prepared gourmet coffees
whilst reading your newspaper!

The

Kitchen

FancyaPlacein
theSun,inLondon?
Resort Sales and Management will be starting off its run
of exhibitions at the well known ‘A Place in the Sun’ at

This year they have selected for their gourmet coffee

Olympia in London, England.

blend, Barrocco, part of the prestigious Salzillo Gourmet

Touch Bar, next to the Last Drop will be converted into a

food operation to service the Last Drop, the First Drop and
will also act as a late night take-a-way.

The exhibition will take place between the 8th and the
10th of May this year.

Coffee range. To ensure maximum quality, key conditions
are a necessary requirement, filtered water, an exquisite
coffee blend with beans roasted weekly, thorough daily

Utilising the expertise of La Finca and Si Bar restaurant’s

They will be promoting all their resale properties as

care and maintenance of the main player - the coffee ma-

it will be an exciting new food operation, providing innovative

well as La Manga Club’s off-plan projects, the 2nd phase

chine and finally someone who knows how to make a

menus for breakfasts, lunches and light snacks from 9am

of Las Mimosas and their new developments, Las Aca-

good cup of coffee!

through to 9pm.

cias and Las Buganvillas. This is the first time that

Opening on May 1st, this will mark the welcome return of

these developments have been offered for sale in the UK.

To launch their new blend, and in conjunction with
Salzillo, they are offering a Gourmet Coffee Promotion. It

a food outlet during the day to La Plaza, making it a great

Also, they will be offering special promotions on

consists of 6 delicious coffees for the price of 5. After 5,

place to drop into on your way somewhere or on your way

properties uniquely for the exhibition. So if you are

the 6th is free and then you start again! This promotion is

back! And in keeping with today’s dietary trends they will

interested in being part of their promotional offers,

valid until the end of July 2015.

be including many healthy options in the menu.

please contact them. This opportunity would certainly

Many of you may remember when Last Drop was the

give your property some exceptional exposure.

All their coffees are made using the Barrocco blend.
100% natural Arabica coffee beans are carefully selected

place to go for breakfast and lunch. Well they think it will

They also have free tickets to the exhibition for all their

soon be once again!

customers or any owners wishing to go. They would love

After their opening in May they will introduce a take-a-

to see you there. For more details please contact

way service, offering owners the chance to order food for

karolina@resortsalesandmanagement.com

and slowly roasted to obtain maximum dilation of the
bean. As a result you get a coffee low in caffeine, creamy,
aromatic, smooth and with a bitter/sweet taste. All at the
same time.

home. Whether it’s a dinner party, a last minute get toAnd remember as well as serving great coffee El Bistro

gether with friends or just a simple take-a-way, they will

has full breakfast, lunch, tapas & snacks menus and an

cater for you. The service includes Burgers, Pizzas and all

evening A la Carte selection, all updated for 2015. They

manners of snacks, and will be open till late!

also have the ever popular menu of the day and their

Take a trip to Honeys Boutique,
whilst enjoying a
well earned drink!
Honeys Boutique is located in las Sabinas next to Los
Correos (the Post Office). They are surrounded by coffee
shops, bars and restaurants. Honeys has fantastic clothes,
shoes and accessories for all age groups, and at great
prices. New fashions items are brought in regularly. They
are open all year round and look forward to seeing you!

CLAIM YOUR

FREE TICKETS TO
8th-10th May 2015 Olympia London

Chef’s recommendations. Designed to utilize local and
regional produce which is seasonal and fresh.
This year a fantastic summer of varied entertainment will
shortly be announced, so please check out their website
for full details. Additionally, if you would like to receive
their regular newsletters and be prompted on special
offers and events, please request the same on

Flute Lounge Bar
introduce a brand
new menu in May
This time last year, Flute lounge Bar introduced a very
Spanish Tapa type menu. And it was hugely successful.
Well a lot has happened since then, and this year they are
introducing so much more. They are now making breakfasts, sandwiches, Montaditos, salads, starters, and
mains ranging from Stroganoff to Ribeye Steak. You’ll
have trouble finding something there you won’t like!
Flute Lounge Bar is at the Las Sabinas centre.

info@elbistrolamangaclub.com

If Mosquitoes like you, then

You should read this!

Owners should set the
example,shouldn’t they?
How many times have you been on a golf course and
seen pitch marks on the greens? Then we say with
incredulity, ‘How can they not see those?’ When that
happens owners generally repair their own and at least

Allan Myers, The Health team

one more, that’s good manners and good golf course
etiquette, after all it’s our golf course isn’t it?
Then how many of us see golf carts where they
shouldn’t be? The only way we as owners can stop this

Chikungunyaisanewillness
affectingtheWestIndies
Since 2013 Chikungunya, a mosquito borne viral disease
has affected large areas of the West Indies infecting
5000 people a week across the Caribbean. For those
considering travelling to this area it is important to be
aware of the situation, especially if they like you!

Old wives tale?
Read on, you may
well be surprised!

is to set an example ourselves. We’re not suggesting

An apple a day keeps the doctor
away. Is that right?

always stay on the cart path on a par 3.

The illness is caused by a virus carried by mosquitoes and

becoming the golf course police or doing the job of a
marshall, but if we as owners do the right thing, then
hopefully the resort golfer will follow.
So please remember, never get closer than 15
metres from a green, never drive on a tee box and
Remember, it wasn’t that long ago we weren’t
allowed to drive on any of the golf courses!

its symptoms are fever, headache muscle and joint pains.
The name Chikungunya means ‘that which is bent up’ from
the Tanzanian language.
The illness was first recorded in West Africa in 2005 and has
spread to almost all of the Caribbean islands since 2013, and
more recently has moved to Central America and northern
parts of South America. Some cases have even been seen in
the USA and Italy.

This one breaks all the rules!

This saying is already 150 years old, and it has a core of
truth! (Pardon the pun!) English scientists have in fact
recently investigated whether eating Apples has a positive
effect on the health of your heart. They monitored two
Symptoms

groups of people over the age of 50 who suffered with
high cholesterol. One group was given blood fat

3 to 7 days after infection by a mosquito bite the illness

Ladies clothing
in all sizes and
for all ages?
Give SOS a try!
,

lowering medication (Statins). Another were told simply

SOS is a well established ladies fashion boutique,

starts suddenly, with fever, headache, back pain, muscle and

to eat an Apple on a daily basis. The result of this

situated next to the General Community offices in Las

joint pain. The joints affected are generally the feet, ankles

comparison, published in 2013 in the British Medical

Sabinas. They stock a wide range of high fashion

and wrists. An itchy red rash occurs in half of patients.

Journal, had a very interesting outcome.

garments to suit ages from 14 upwards. With sizes up

Symptoms usually last from 7 to 10 days but joint pain may
last for months. Most people make a full recovery although
the disease may be more severe in those over 65 and
women in late pregnancy.

to size 24 in stock.
According to the assumptions from separate published
studies, the daily Apple reduced blood fats just as

They have a great range of mother of the bride, cruise

well as taking the Statins. Also the risk of dying from

and evening wear. New stock arrives weekly so there

cardiovascular disease decreased equally in both of

is always a fresh feel to the boutique.

Treatment and Prevention

the groups taking part in the trial.

The SOS team is lead by Katie and supported by

There is no cure for the condition nor is there a vaccine.

If that's not enough to change your morning or

Paracetamol or Brufen may help the symptoms. Blood tests

afternoon snack habits, Italian scientists have recently

They aim to help ladies choose new fashion looks to

can confirm the diagnosis. The best way to prevent the dis-

found that ‘an apple a day’ at least in young women,

suit them perfectly.

ease is avoidance of mosquito bites by covering the skin

can stimulate and improve their sex lives!

They also stock a range of handbags for evening or

with clothing impregnated with insect repellant and using a

Conclusion - If you are on Statins, please

daytime, beautiful jewellery, scarves and accessories

cream such as DEET, on exposed skin. Mosquito nets may
help but the insect is mainly active during the day.

don’t stop taking them without the advice of your

Jackie, both are well known to many of their shoppers.

to add the finishing touches to your look.

doctor. Also you can’t avoid visiting a doctor by

Great bargains ore offered to their regular shoppers on

Those considering travel to the affected areas can find fur-

eating an daily Apple for the rest of your life, but there

two discount days every year. And all owners benefit

ther information on the Internet. Perhaps staying in LMC or

are some very good reasons to have a regular hearty

from a 10% discount when shopping with them.

travelling to cooler areas may be an option!

bite into one!

So be sure sure to pay them a visit next time you’re here.

A lot of scary things are said about

Spanish Inheritance law

Do you have
issues with
your clubs?

By Angel Morenilla, Partner MSB

Much has been written about foreign nationals

One case however reached the Supreme Court in

and inheritance tax rights in relation to their

Madrid, and then the situation changed dramatically.

Spanish assets.

It seem extremely unfair that a national of a country

Everyone has heard a horror story about what

were there were no obligations to leave assets, or part

happens to a surviving spouse in relation to

of them to the children, as their inheritance Law was

their property.

governed by freedom of disposition, had to suffer the

We attempt to shed some light on this. Though we

implications of a totally different legal system (indeed a

strongly urge you take advice and plan well ahead

Roman one) and be obliged to leave 2/3rds of their

to avoid any problems that may occur.

assets to the children.

A few years ago, the Supreme Court of Madrid

The Supreme Court of Madrid did finally recognize this

her trolly was recovered at the time, her clubs weren’t.

ruled on a case which established a legal

equity situation, and ruled on the 15th of November

Fortunately Gabby knew of two top scuba divers and asked

precedence. First of all we will explain Spanish

1996 in the case of Jean Arthur Jr. vs Alberto J.L.

for their help. Will 'Swampy' Knight and Simon 'Otter'

law in relation to inheritance issues.

(Judgement 888/1996) and determined that in the event

Townsend obtained a one hour licence from LMC SL and

of an American national from Maryland, the inheritance

late one Sunday went on a search and rescue mission.

law applicable will be the Maryland one.

Both experienced divers, they searched the depths of the

the death of their parents.

Which is similar to the British one of freedom of

black water for her Yonex clubs, and any others they

One third will have to be distributed in equal shares

disposition, and not the Spanish one. They considered

could find. It was not a simple task. The lake is steep

The Spanish Civil Code determines that 2/3rds of the
assets must go to the surviving children in the event of

Well Gabby Coates did, she had an unfortunate incident
with her motorised trolly, and all her clubs ended up in
the lake by the 16th green on the South course. Although

amongst the children, and the remaining third can then

that the principal of Unity of Inheritance Laws had to

sided, home to many thousands of golf balls and quite a

be given to just one, two, or equally to all of the

apply before any other principal, and that it could not be

few other obstacles including a local resident Swan

children following the parents wishes.

accepted to have part of the Inheritance under the

which they carefully negotiated!

We need to determine if this rule is applicable just to

Maryland Law and part under the Spanish Law.

Spanish Nationals or if it is also applicable to owners of

Therefore that the law of the nationality (Estate of

different nationalities.

Maryland one in this case) will have to apply. Also it

If say a British National dies, and this person owns

was considered that the Will of the testator had to be

assets in Spain, then the British Law will be

respected. The Supreme Court concluded that the

applicable in order to regulate the inheritance.

Spanish Law will not accept the remission proposed by

Therefore, and in view of this, it seems that the Spanish

British Law, and subsequently this will be the one

As the light began to go and with the hour licence dead-

Law does not apply (unless they have acquired the

applicable in any event.

line approaching, the oxygen tanks afforded a final few

Spanish Nationality).

minutes and the boys achieved success by not only findThis Judgement, was soon followed by others, on the

ing all of the missing clubs, but another putter and 5 iron

However, and just to further complicate the issue,

22nd of September 2002, Sophia W.G. vs Victoria M.C.

to boot. Gabby was over the moon and offered them

British inheritance regulations determine that the law

(Judgement 849/2002) in this case British Nationals.

both a thank you beverage, though declined a wet and

It established a very clear situation, and today it seems

rather smelly congratulatory hug!

that the British Law will apply on their nationals. Not

The other clubs they found have been placed with the

the Spanish.

Caddy Master for collection.

applicable to real estate, will be determined by the law
of that Country where they are located (‘Lex Situs’).
So the British Law, in the event of your property being in
Spain, reverts back to the Spanish Laws.
In the view of this, and considering that the Spanish
Law is the applicable one, and that 2/3 of the assets
must to be left to the children, some British Nationals
went to Court.

Therefore there is no obligation to leave any share of

Swampy and the Otter will be pleased to offer their services

property in Spain to the children of a British National,

to anyone who wishes to recover clubs from any lake on the

and their assets can be disposed of under their Will as
they wish.
Without any legal obligation to do anything else.

Particularly those where the Spanish Will stated that all
the assets will go to the spouse, and then children.
In many cases of previous marriages, those children
opted to claim their rights under the Spanish Laws.

resort, so please call Will Knight on 653 890 938. He lives
at Terrazas de Montemares.

Even the Swan clapped!
Until just a few years ago, and before the Supreme
Court of Madrid ruled on this case, and established the
legal interpretation, this was a very grey area.

A number of Courts in Spain ruled in favour of the chil-

In order to get an exact calculation of the Inheritance

dren’s entitlement to claim 2/3rds of their parent’s as-

tax on each individual case, we recommend that you

sets in Spain.

contact us to be absolutely sure.

The Owners Summer Golf Tournament provided some

Testing conditions

The 2015 Mens
Inter-Community
Golf Challenge
A record field of 13 teams took part this year. The 18th!
Unfortunately, the Individual Villas were sadly again
unable to field a team. However, this allowed the
Miradores to enter two teams. As in previous years,
when all appears to be well, something happens, this

La Manga Club owners know how to enjoy themselves.

Jackie Elam added 36 to her first round 33 points to outscore

time it was a flu epidemic! Last minute withdrawals

The Owners Summer Golf Tournament is becoming the

Eileen Dunmore's total of 67 to win the ladies' overall.

meant that two teams were replaced by reserves from

David Williams was a popular winner of the men's trophy

smaller communities. Without these volunteers many

with 67 points holding off a challenge of three golfers who

players would have been unable to have enjoyed the day,

were only one point behind. The struggles on the golf course

so a big thank you to these top people.

‘must not miss’ golfing event of the year. It began in
2011 as a 36 hole competition to be run as a miniChampionship for 120 golfers. It has since grown into
an event where the watchword is sociability, and the
motto is ‘let's have a party as well as play golf.’ Also,
for the past three years it has been timed to coincide
with ‘Masters’ weekend and the happenings at Augusta

were soon forgotten as everybody gathered at the marquee

The event was yet again blessed with sunshine, although

to drown their sorrows (many!) or celebrate their successes

a combination of high winds and hard greens did made

(in short supply!). And then it was a short rest before

play a little more difficult.

attending the prize presentation and barbecue (indoor) in the

An extremely close finish saw a team from Los Higueras

hotel where our main sponsors, La Manga Club SL, once

take the main prize from the men of El Rancho. Both

This year's event from the opening ‘Players Gathering’ at the

again did everyone proud.

recorded a fine score of 122 stableford points, the differ-

Owners’ Clubhouse on Friday evening, to the closing

Players left pledging to meet again at the next event, which

ence being in just one handicap point! Los Molinos also

barbecue at the hotel on Sunday, was a roaring success.

will be the Owners Golf Championship due to start on

had a good result this year finishing two points behind the

Golf started on Saturday on the North Course in benign, yet

Monday November 16th.

winners. Just a few stableford points separated all the

are usually a good way to get the golfing juices flowing.

overcast conditions - more of this later. The fact that 120
people started was no thanks to the French air traffic
controllers, who held a 48 hour strike on the Wednesday and
Thursday. This threw travel plans into disarray. However,
there was a waiting list (entries had closed 6 weeks before)
and as sad owners e-mailed to tell us about flight
cancellations, their places were taken by those who thought

Ever heard
of Hapkido?

teams this year, so the standard was very high.
The best individual effort was recorded by David Haig
who recorded an eagle three on the par 5 fifteenth hole.
Playing off plus 2, his par score under difficult conditions
was an amazing effort. A record €2000 was also raised
this year. Once again Peter Cole added to the event by
means of an auction, and ensured that every player had a

that they had originally missed out.

memento for the day. La Quinta Club put on a fine lunch
and everyone had a fabulous time.

The first day scoring was solidly good if not spectacular,
apart from Jan Wilcock who got an eye-watering 40 points.
Colin Bryce led the men's field on the Spanish countback
system of handicap, with 35 points but shared his lead with
5 other golfers and 38 men were covered by 6 points.
Jan's 40 points had stretched the ladies competition but
there were still 18 golfers within 6 points of the second lady,
Seline Hainsworth. All was going spectacularly well.
Everyone was having a great time. Old friendships were
being renewed and new ones being made. The field went to
their homes to watch the Grand National, the Boat Race and

Then the weather struck giving a whole new meaning to the

third in the Spanish Taekwondo Championships, well he just

‘Summer’ Tournament. Sunday morning saw the competition

took part in the very first competition in this region for Hap-

Watch out, the
Police are about!

turned on its head by very strong winds which gusted across

kido, which is a form of self-defense he has only been doing

The Policia local, that is to say the local police are

the exposed South Course, accompanied by a dark and

for around a year and already has a brown belt.

beginning to come onto the club and take an interest in our

Christopher was entered in 5 categories. As you can see by

drivers. It must be remembered that all our roads are in

the medals in the picture he won all 5!

fact public and not private. So they are not targetting us,

the third round of the Masters with a warm satisfied glow.
You may remember Christopher Canovas-Thatcher came

threatening sky. The one consolation was that the rain kept
away, probably thanks to the wind! One golfer who shall
remain nameless, managed not only to hit his drive at 11

we are as much fair game to them as any motorist in

onto the 16th green, but also threatened Calle de la Estrella

One of the categories was to see how high each person

from the 5th tee, thus showing his ability to shape the ball

could jump - Christopher won this by jumping 1.8 meters

both ways! Record low stableford scores were achieved and

high. He continued and cleared 2.3 meters!

it speaks volumes for the fortitude of the players that nearly

On April 9th he competed in the international competition for

the whole field completed all 18 holes.

Taekwondo in Pontevedra, representing the region of Murcia

Despite the weather, some golfers kept their games together
and produced extremely respectable scores.

and came 4th. On May 30th, it’s the Spanish Championship.
We wish him luck and will let you know how he progresses!

Spain, and are very much seen by them as means of
raising revenue. So please be careful where you park and
how much alcohol you consume when driving.
As an example, if a road has a white line down the
middle, you can’t park on it. If as a result of a car being
parked there, others have to cross the white line, then an
offence has been committed and they will prosecute you!

One of our businesses has opened

In London!
Elysium Properties at La Plaza have responded to the
increased demands of international buyers and
opened shop in the heart of London, in Mayfair. ‘Which
is exclusive, just like La Manga Club’ says Jackie
Mycroft the face of Elysium Properties.
She also believes that property is no longer a local business
and has gone international. Jackie sees London as a gateway
to the world that will ensure her properties are seen globally.
Uniquely they are the only resort based company that will

The Golf
course is
for golfers

feature on the property site of Country Life, which is regarded

We have three wonderful golf courses here at the club that

as the leading UK magazine for luxury real estate.

are there for golfers of all levels to enjoy. The act of swinging

They will also have a very experienced team in London selling

a golf club at often over 100 kilometres an hour against a

their portfolio to walk-ins, or indeed anybody viewing a prop-

45mm round and very hard ball, and not always in the

erty online. www.mayfairinternationalrealty.com

Please be a
responsible
dog owner

direction it’s aimed, can sometimes be very dangerous.
We have invented terms like ‘fore’ and shout it if a ball is sent

This is an appeal to all dog owners at the Club.

in the direction of other golfers. On very rare occasions, peo-

Please ensure you keep your dog on a lead whenever you

ple are sometime struck by the offending missiles. This is one

take your pet for a walk, and always pick up your dog’s mess.

very good reason that only golfers are allowed on our

immediately. The vast majority of our dog owners do exactly

courses. There are signs up everywhere saying Solo

that, but it only takes a few to ignore these courtesies and all

Jugadores, meaning only players. That applies to all areas of

dog owners get a bad name! No one likes seeing dog mess

the course which includes the cart paths.

on our pavements, or worse, finding it stuck to your shoes!

So we ask you to refrain from walking, jogging or taking your
dog out on the course as it’s not only dangerous, it’s
prohibited. If you want to enjoy the course then please do so,
but as a golfer!

Unfortunately this is becoming too frequent an occurrence at
La Manga Club, particularly along Calle Atamaria and Calle
de las Solanas. Spanish law is clear: Dogs must always
wear a collar and be kept on a lead when in a public space,
and if your dog is, or appears to be potentially aggressive
then it must be muzzled. The fine for not picking up your dog’s
mess is 300 euros, the police will enforce it and Eulen are on

The villa featured here is on the North course, and has been

the look out for offenders. There is no excuse. Just don't

newly built to a very high standard. It has 7 en-suite

leave your home with your dog, without carrying a small

bedrooms, a games room, a cinema and even has a floodlit

plastic bag in your pocket. It is not rocket science, it is just

putting green and bunker! Almost everything is controlled by

responsible dog ownership.

remote access through an independent computer room.
This property also featured in the Financial Times and the
Daily Telegraph property section, which they believe gives
them a truly global reach.

So if you have €12million to spare, it’s all yours!
E-mail jackie@elysiumproperties.com

Onwards and upwards for

La Manga Club

We’llmakeLaMangaClub
theNo.1residential and
sportsresortinEurope

By José Asenjo, Chief Executive Officer LMC

It seems like only yesterday that I arrived at La Manga

practice facility. The Academy has become the envy of golf

Club, however 2014 is now behind us and it really has

resorts across Europe. With David Leadbetter describing it

been a tremendous 12 months for the resort.
One of my main aims when I
was appointed, was to usher in
a exciting new era at the Club,
I feel that we have made great
strides towards that in a short

as ‘comparable with anything I have seen worldwide’.
It has certainly caused a stir in the golfing world, and with
the help of a group of influential UK journalists who were
here to witness the opening, the resort has been the
subject of some glowing headlines across the continent
over the last few months.

La Manga Club is the ideal destination for triathlon and we
are developing this with the agreement of the Triathlon of
Fuente Alamo. Several clinics have been organised during
the year. We also hosted the X-Terra event in May.
Other sporting competitions that have been held during

space of time. This could not

La Manga Club received more good news in November

have been achieved without the

when the Hotel Principe Felipe was named ‘Spain’s Best Golf

the course of 2014 are the third La Manga Club Mountain Race, the first La Manga Club Sunset Race and the

continued support of our owners and the community.

Hotel’ at the 1st World Golf Awards. We are hoping for more

I would like to thank you for all for your help and

silverware later this month, with the resort in the running to

assistance. We have been working well together in

be voted ‘Spain’s Best Golf Resort’ by readers of Today’s

We have taken a major step into the world of powerlift-

MTB Carthago Challenge.

mutual collaboration. La Manga Club SL has provided

Golfer magazine for the fourth year in a row, and with the

ing, after signing long-term agreements with the Euro-

support in events such as the recent Owners Championship

staging of the 2nd La Manga Club PGA’s of Europe Pro-Am

pean Powerlifting Federation (EPF) and International

and the successful Fireworks evening in November.

at the start of February, the success story is set to continue.

Powerlifting Federation (IPF). As a result we have now
opened a new High-Performance Sports Centre in No-

You as owners have an important role to play in the

The resort was also brought to the attention of the

vember. We feel especially proud of a new project devel-

long-term success of the Club, and I’m personally

UK’s media last summer when we held a hugely

oped in conjunction with the Catholic University of

looking forward to developing and strengthening our

successful ‘Evening on the Thames’, it was really great

Murcia (UCAM). The centre has been set up to provide

relationship in 2015 and beyond.

that so many familiar faces from the resort could join

athletes of all abilities, with the most advanced technol-

In recognition and to thank you for your loyalty, we have

us that night as we put LMC on show.

ogy possible to study all aspects of their health and train-

been working to develop a sense of community in the
resort and, to that end, we have launched the new La
Manga Club card this year, completely free of charge.
This offers all members of our community different
discounts in our facilities such as accommodation,

You also turned out in force in August to support what
was, for me, one of the highlights of 2014. The inaugural

ing programmes. It is something I am very excited about
for the future.

La Manga Club Summer Gala Dinner in aid of the Alda

We will continue doing our best to satisfy our owners and

Foundation, a children’s charity. This raised a huge

clients needs. We are currently working on some very in-

amount of money for a very deserving cause.

teresting projects, we promise to keep you informed.

shops, the Spa, our bars and restaurants, these vary
depending on the sport scheme you belong to. I realise

Away from golf, La Manga Club continues to impress

there has been some confusion over the card and will

on many sporting fronts. The tennis academy continues

happily send you a definitive guide should you request it.

to flourish, with the Lawn Tennis Association (LTA) and

For any further information on the La Manga Club card

Tennis Europe. Marking the beginning of our third year

please e-mail info@lamangaclub.com

as their overseas training base by holding another elite
practice camp last month, and it’s a similar story with
other mainstream sports.

I am assembling a new and very dynamic management
team which will soon turn us into the number one residential, leisure and sports resort in Europe. When we
achieve this, we believe your property will increase in
value! I would also like to thank the current staff of La
Manga Club who make it possible to give people a
unique experience when they visit the resort.
With other new appointments in key areas set to fol-

After overseeing a period of considerable change, there
is so much to build on and it’s worth taking a moment to
reflect on all the good work that took place in 2014.
At the forefront of this was the introduction of the new

Having hosted many of the world’s top national and

low, I feel strongly there is plenty for us all to look for-

international football teams in recent years, La Manga Club

ward to over the next 12 months. It promises to be

will be again the chosen destination for the many sides to

another year to remember! Once again I would like to

take a warm-weather training break over the next three

thank you for all your support. I look forward to working

months. An agreement between the Norwegian Football

together with you in the future to achieve great things

Federation and our own dedicated staff, has meant over 100

for this wonderful resort of ours!

teams of all nationalities and categories have visited La
Manga Club in 2014. On the other hand, the High
Performance Football Centre has been recently inaugurated,
with the objective of giving a professional solution to improve

Leadbetter Golf Academy – the only one in mainland

technical, tactical, phycological and physical qualities, to play

Spain. It was officially opened by David Leadbetter last

September. The centrepiece of a €1 million

football to a professional level. Cricket will also play an
important part in our calendar thanks to our burgeoning

redevelopment of our already extensive teaching and

partnership with the International Cricket Council (ICC).

Amanda Thatcher of Prestige Real Estates believes that

Villas are being constructed again, so is the

Recession finally over?

distress sellers and the days of silly offers have finally
left the Club and the market is slowly returning.
The strong pound and feel good factor is also a
contributing factor. 2008 wasn’t long enough ago for
people to forget, but long enough for people to return
and be thinking of buying a holiday home.

Read what our resort experts think

Too many programmes on TV have illustrated the
massive problems of buying in Spain. People are wise
that if they do buy, they make sure that the resort has
a proven infrastructure.

Construction work is back at the club! A small

as negatively affected as other resorts, we have seen

group of homes are being built by Inmogolf,

sale prices suffer an average drop of 25%. Noting this

in-between the Repsol garage and the football

growing demand for new, modern, central homes with

La Manga Club suffered, but the businesses are still

fields just opposite Si Bar. Those erected have been

private pools, Inmogolf opted to release our last land

around, the sports facilities are world class and those

pre-sold. Traditionally house building is seen as a

parcels available (pictured), and the results have been

who visit the Club can see that. Amanda also works in

barometer for the economy. Does this mean we are

incredible. With the sale of all the remaining plots in the

rental and property management and has not only seen

Las Mimosas community, we can confirm that demand

an increase in holiday makers, but an optimism that

finally coming out of this brutal recession?
We last asked our own resident Real Estate experts for
their opinion on the coming year, and whether or not we

continues to increase for these types of homes.

That’s another reason to feel hugely confident,

has been missing for a long time. All this and one of
her best ever years in sales, leads her to believe the

Karima Laamiri - La Manga Club Official Property Sales

should at last feel we have seen the worst of it. They all

market is moving positively and 2015 will be seen as a
watershed year here at La Manga Club.

gave us a positive outlook. Since then the Eurozone has
Amanda Thatcher - Prestige Real Estates

faltered a little, however seeing villas being built again
is a great sign, so we went back to our sages and asked

Spanish Property Insight, a data analysis company

them again, here’s what they said...

stated in a recent article, that the property market in
Spain expanded this October by 20% compared to the

Four signs that the Property Market is beginning to level

same month last year. If that is the case, then we are

out. First of all nationally 2nd quarter 2014 showed a
0.8% increase, the first since the crash of 2008.
Secondly construction licence concessions Applications were up 30.2% year on year for the first 6
months of 2014.
Thirdly signals are emerging with a run of consecutive

Salesgrowthwill
breathenewlifeinto
propertyvaluesin2015

seriously outperforming the market as we have seen an
increase far in excess of that for the whole of 2014,
says Jackie Mycroft of Elysium Properties.
Sales range from the initial price entry point at Bellaluz
to beautiful individual fairway villas commanding
prices starting from £1million. In-fact we could do with

monthly increases from March to July and a further rise

more high value properties in our portfolio, as this will

of 13.7% in September.

complement the marketing activities we currently have
in place throughout Europe, China and Russia. It is

Finally mortgage concessions - A total amount of credit

essential we inform potential buyers of the wonderful

granted has been up year on year for the last 6 months.

lifestyle and indeed the amazing investment we can

There is an appreciation now that the banks are

offer them here at La Manga Club.

regaining confidence to lend. So echoing our comments

Our philosophy is not to rely on customers walking

from the July issue. We are delighted to say that our

through the door. Some of course do, but we are

sales are up by over 100%. We feel that La Manga Club

Says Marena Murray, and she is certainly not someone

is ahead of the national figures and that there is a much

to make light of a difficult situation. Marena has a

finding that you have to be proactive outside of the

more positive feeling from purchasers feeling confident

reputation for ‘telling it like it is’. This insight into her

resort to achieve the volume of sales we are

in investing in La Manga Club.

business clearly shows a positive trend that will

experiencing at present.

hopefully continue and make 2015 a great year for all

Apart from the recent construction of new properties

Clare Hunt - Villa Management

property owners at the club. Her sales are up

next to the petrol station and opposite our offices,

significantly on the same period last year, which is

there are only a very limited number of plots left avail-

obviously good news, but tempered by prices remaining

able in prime positions for the building of new villas

static. She explains her belief as to why La Manga Club

and apartments.

is in a good position even though much of Europe’s
property markets are still in recession.

So to answer the question, we believe the property
market at La Manga Club is looking very encouraging,

According to a study of property sales over the last few
years, there has been a significant increase in home
sales throughout the complex, especially in the central
area. These results surpassed all our projections.
Though La Manga Club's occupancy rates have not been

The fact that prices have remained fairly static is a

recent sales are commanding figures that are much

positive when compared to prices still in decline over

closer to the asking price than in recent years.

most of the Iberian Peninsula.

That is something that is wholly unique to this resort,

‘Cautious optimism are our watchwords right now and

the rest of Spain isn’t so fortunate. We have some

experience tells me if the current trading situation

extremely exciting marketing programmes already in

continues into 2015, we could see prices starting to rise

place for 2015 and will soon be announcing a major

again by Easter’.

expansion of the company – so watch this space!

Marena Murray - Property Specialist

Jackie Mycroft - www.elysiumproperties.com

