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The new road
The new road is being built

The new road

which will improve access

...

The Leadbetter Academy
More tips from our
Sultans of swing

...

YOU CAN’T MAKE AN OMELETTE
WITHOUT BREAKING A FEW EGGS!
The new road has finally begun from security gate 1 to 2. It’s
a tad inconvenient but hopefully, the wait will be worth it.
Paid for by Cartagena, the new road will go from security gate
1 (current entrance) to security gate 2, between the football

Club entertainment

pitches and past the new communities currently being built.

Where to eat and what’s on

The new road will not only be wider and safer, but so much

this summer

...

Pink Day is back
Read how this wonderful charity

smarter than the goat track that was there previously.
It will link up with the road to the West course, then eventually
with the new road that will go all the way to Los Belones.
The proposed date for that road to begin, is this October.
So much is planned and much is happening. Imnogolf are
constructing some 300 new homes which will add even more
to the value of your property. Well that’s the theory anyway!

event has got even bigger

...

As many of you may, or may not know, we are in the process
of building a new General Community database. We had the

Summer health tips

full support of the Presidents to move ahead on this last year.

We continue looking at ways

This database will result in you, the owner, having the ability
to securely update your personal details, book events, receive

to keep you safe

updates, general correspondence and of course, the General
Community Owners Online Magazine.
In Communications we believe it is the right of every owner to
read this magazine we work so hard to produce.

A star in your family?
FC Barcelona are doing a
series of clinics, for potential
young players of the future

An update on the
new GC database

If for any reason you aren’t receiving it and would like it,

New Club signage?
Over time, the Club has grown, and many new communities
have been constructed. Also, many new communities are
planned. This has made much of our current signage obsolete
and very confusing for visitors and owners alike. Many find it
difficult to find their way around.

simply e-mail me at the address below and request your
inclusion. I will then make sure you are included on our
database. Many thanks.
geoffwood@comunidadgenerallmc.com
We have also made some changes to the website in order to
make it easier to access information about what is happening
at the Club. You will find two new tabs, Owners News and
General News. The former is for information which is

As a result we are looking at updating it. We will of course

accessible only to owners via the log-in screen, the latter

keep you all informed as to our progress.

available to anyone browsing the site.

Is the full force of the law about to hit

La Manga Club?!
By José Asenjo, CEO La Manga Club SL

The Owners’ Golf
Championships.
Dates for the diary!
Two things to do today, (well as soon as you have
finished reading the magazine).
Firstly, block out the week commencing November 16th
2015 and write in Owners’ Golf Championships,

We have just accepted a new worldwide brief after

We're very excited about the event and are looking

5 Day Event. Secondly, make a diary note that entries

being handed the honour of hosting the 2016

forward to welcoming everyone to Spain next spring to

open on the 1st of September 2015.

Mundiavocat next year. Football’s World Cup for lawyers

live the incredible experience of Mundiavocat.’

from around the World.

Jose Asenjo, La Manga Club’s general manager said,

More than 80 teams of lawyers, bar associations and

‘Everyone at La Manga Club is delighted that we have

law firms from five continents are set to head to

been selected to host such a high-profile global

Europe’s premier sports and lifestyle destination resort

competition. Our range of five-star football facilities and

next spring to compete in the 18th edition of the

other amenities makes the resort the perfect destination

prestigious biennial international tournament.

to stage large-scale tournaments of this nature and we’re

Exclusively for the world’s legal profession.

relishing the chance to showcase what we have to offer.’

Taking place from May 13-22, 2016, around 2,000

For more information about the 2016 Mundiavocat and

lawyers are poised to take part in the 2016 Mundiavocat

to register, please visit www.mundiavocat.com

at La Manga Club.
The last Mundiavocat in Budapest, Hungary, brought
together 74 teams from 30 different countries in Europe,
America, Asia and Africa. The 2016 version is predicted
to be bigger than ever before with the introduction of a

We’re hoping to win
the double this year!

Yes, it’s back and promises to be better than ever.
Sadly we can only take 200 entries, and last year we
were fully subscribed 6 weeks before. So please get in
early to make sure you don’t miss out.

Regarded as Spain’s flagship resort, La Manga Club is in

For those who may be new to the La Manga golfing

contention for double success at the World Golf Awards

world, the Owners' Championship is the highlight of our

The event, which was first held in Morocco in 1983, will

for the second year running after being shortlisted for

golfing year. Three rounds of stableford golf over our

be divided into four tournaments. The Classic

two leading honours at the 2015 event, which will take

three wonderful courses, to decide the overall mens and

Tournament, with teams with no age limits. The Master

place in Portugal in November.

ladies individual champions. Plus divisional prizes,

new five-a-side competition at the Club.

Tournament, featuring players aged over 35. The Legend
Tournament, which is open to players aged 45-plus, and
the Five-a-Side Tournament, making its championship
debut and available to players of all ages.

Named ‘Best Golf Course in Spain’ at the inaugural
award ceremony last year, the South Course has once
again been shortlisted for the top award, while our fivestar Hotel Principe Felipe, is hoping to defend the title of

nearest the pins etc, all presented at a gala dinner in the
Hotel Principe Felipe, on Friday November 20th.
And all at great value for money too.
More information and the entry form will be published

Each team will play five to seven games during the

‘Spain’s Best Golf Hotel’ when the 2015 winners are

over the summer, so check out the Owners Website

eight-day event, with all matches supervised by Spanish

announced on Saturday, November 7.

under Owners Golf, or the Facebook page La Manga Club

and international referees. Competitors will also be
enjoying accommodation in La Manga Club’s array of
four and five-star accommodation, opening and closing
ceremonies, a cocktail party and festive events
throughout the week.

As well as being chosen to host the 2015 Spanish
Ladies Seniors Championship, the famous par-73 layout
also held the 2nd La Manga Club Page of Europe Pro-Am
this spring.
Voted by readers of Today’s Golfer magazine as the best
golf resort in Spain for the last four years, La Manga
Club deserves its reputation as one of the world’s top
sports and leisure destinations and was also shortlisted
as one of only five esteemed venues for the ‘Best Golf
Resort in the World’ at the 2014 Telegraph Ultratravel
100 Awards.

Jose Asenjo and Pierre Lusinchi, CEO Mundi Avocat

To win two awards at last year’s World Golf Awards
Vincent Pinatel, the French founder of Mundiavocat, said.
‘We are honoured that the 18th edition of Mundiavocat
is going to be taking place at La Manga Club in the

was a great honour and testament to the high standards
of customer service that we strive to deliver at all times
at the resort.

Region of Murcia. It is a beautiful place and teams will

La Manga Club holds a special place in the hearts

find everything they need there for a great stay. Fantastic

of golfers all over the world, and to be shortlisted again

football facilities, beaches, bars, restaurants, and

shows the high regard that the resort continues to

different activities available day and night.

be held in.

Owners Golf.
Your Owners Golf Club Team

Learn to play the

Messi way!
By Chad Harpur, Director of Sports

More sporting
success for our
wonderful Club!
later this year our resort hosts the 2015 Western
European Powerlifting Championship for the first time
in its prestigious history.The event will see a group of
the continent’s best male and female powerlifters from
September 11-13 to compete for European glory in the
growing sport’s three main disciplines, the squat, the

Boasting a galaxy of stars including four-time World

addition, those taking part will also receive a diploma

Footballer of the Year, Lionel Messi and Uruguay

for their attendance as well as a training kit, plus the

superstar Luis Suarez. FC Barcelona continue to set the

chance to win signed shirts from the club’s star-studded

global benchmark in football and youngsters can

first team.

discover what it takes to become the best in the world
from the club’s top coaches at Spain’s La Manga Club
this summer.

bench press and the deadlift.

Prices start at €475 per person for a week-long training
programme. Whilst children can attend the football
camp on an individual basis including a week’s full
board and accommodation in Las Lomas Village for

€950 per person.

Boasting eight international-standard grass pitches, La
Manga Club’s extensive facilities have made it a
popular destination for some of the world’s football and
sporting elite.
In the past year alone, the resort has played host to
more than 150 professional teams and around 500
scouts through a range of training breaks, pre-season
tournaments and friendly matches.
In addition, our award-winning venue embarked on a
new path earlier this year after becoming the first

Around 100 athletes aged 14 and upwards from up to

resort in the world to open a High Performance Football

12 different countries are set to take part in three days

Centre. This offers professionals the chance to sign up

of fierce competition across a range of different age

as well as a domestic double are the team to beat in

to one of its new comprehensive, fully residential

groups and bodyweight categories.

Spain and Europe this season with the likes of Messi,

programmes to help showcase their skills and further

The event is the first to be hosted by LMC after signing

Suarez and international teammates Neymar, Andres

their careers.

long-term deals with the European Powerlifting

Iniesta, Pedro and Dani Alves bamboozling opponents

Open to footballers of all nationalities, players training

Federation (EPF) and International Powerlifting

with their skills.

at the La Manga Club High Performance Football Centre

Federation (IPF) to stage all their major competitions

With the club’s style of quick passing and free-flowing

are coached, mentored and looked after by the resort’s

and tournaments here until 2018.

attacking football, Luis Enrique’s side provide the ideal

team of experts. Which includes UEFA qualified

Under the terms of the agreement, as well as hosting

role model to learn from, and children can train using

coaches, professional sport and exercise scientists,

all major championships, the EPF and IPF will establish

the same methods as its stars when La Manga Club

physiotherapists, nutritionists and football analysts to

a high performance powerlifting centre and have use of

hosts the Official FC Barcelona Football Club Camp from

help them reach their full potential.

the extensive facilities at Spa, for its athletes to

July 27-31.

Set in an area three times the size of Monaco, the

improve their skills and physiques.

Barcelona, newly crowned Champions League winners,

resort boasts unrivalled facilities as a sport and leisure

In addition, Spa La Manga Club and La Manga Club’s

venue.

new High Performance Sports Centre will also be used
to host other powerlifting events including clinics,
workshops and training camps, while the centres will
also provide the base for the IPF’s coach education
programme.
The Club has played host to some of the world’s top
sports stars for more than four decades including David
Beckham, Andy Murray, Arnold Palmer, Gary Player and

Taking place for the second year running, the camp

Severiano Ballesteros and footballing giants Barcelona

gives kids dreaming of a future football career, the

and Real Madrid.

chance to learn some of the secrets of the club and

La Manga Club is the overseas training base of the

emulate their idols, and is open to girls and boys

Lawn Tennis Association and official resort partner of

between the ages of 6 and 17.
Each day includes five hours’ training from Barcelona’s
official coaches, recreational activities and lunch. In

Tennis Europe. We have also enhanced our facilities
Neymar of FC Barcelona arriving at the Club!

since last autumn with the opening of the Leadbetter
Golf Academy, the only one in mainland Spain.

The story so far this year with

Clubsecurity
Ian Hunt, Vice President, Security

So far it has been quiet this year at the club

hugely important, and are currently looking at

regarding security. I am pleased to announce that

coverage in those communities.

we have had no serious incidents to date, but this

3) We are also looking at the day vision camera

doesn’t mean our guard will be lowered.

behind Coto Reserva, with a view to upgrading it

I’m learning there's always something around the

to a night vision device. However, with the

corner. This has allowed us to concentrate on the

potential new road layout changes due, it may be

coming summer, which we know is going to be busy.

prudent to wait and see what happens first.

Pinkday
isbigger
thisyear

More visitors, normally leads to more incidents, so
we are ready and all bases are covered.
We have decided to review the contract of Seyses.
They are the company that oversee the cameras mainly
in swimming pool areas around the resort.
We have also been in negotiation with the existing
maintenance contractor that currently covers the
contract, and have agreed to offer them a two year deal
that will begin January 1 2016.
They will cover the next 6 months, on a pro-rata basis

Pink day is fast becoming a big fixture in the La Manga Club

and at cost. So what does this mean?

calendar. This year it’s expanding to take into account, that

1) There will be no increase in costs for the next

We have worked closely with the president of Los

people here at the club participate in sports other than golf

two and a half years.

Molinos to find a solution to the parking issues at the

and tennis! Of course we are still having our much loved

2) We have a local company, that really is local,

back of that community. We are doing our best to

golf and tennis events but this year we’ll be adding Cricket

so when we have an issue regarding these

resolve this issue.

and Bowls to Pink Day.

Cameras, they guarantee a 24 hour resolution.

We have visited other resorts, such as Desert Springs,

Taking place in October, the 16th through the 18th. We have

Roda and Mar Menor, to exchange views on security.

much planned. Six a Side Cricket is on the 16th and will

It was very informative to see how they also work.

cost 20€ a person, this includes a burger and a beer. They’ll

Including a notice period should we decide to not

We continue to work with Med Group and the

be a BBQ and refreshments tent for friends and family, on

renew the contract in 2018.

contractors regarding the new security gate 2.

what promises to be an exciting and fun packed day. Open

4) We believe we will receive a more

We hope any road closures will not be too disruptive.

comprehensive service that will be more

As you may be aware, last year we renewed Eulen’s

On Saturday the 17th we have the Mixed Doubles Tennis

professionally operated, leading to a far better

contract for a further year.

Competition which is 20€ per player and includes Paella!

overall service.

It would be right and proper to put that out to tender for

Also on Saturday we host the inaugural Bowls

2016, on a two or three year contract.

Tournament which will cost 20€ a person and also

3) A service level agreement has been agreed
with them that they will have to follow.

Our on-site
CCTV cameras
We have continued to assess all of our existing devices,
as well as possible new cameras that may be needed in
future. We have listed potential areas for new cameras.

It’s our intention to invite two major security companies
as well as Eulen, to submit formal proposals.
This process will begin in July. We will report back to
you in October.

to anyone who fancies themselves as a cricketer, any age!

includes Paella.
The 4 Ball Golf Competition on Sunday 18th and costs
70€. This will include on course refreshments and the
closing Gala dinner.
The weekend will end with the spectacular Gala dinner

We also added a new vehicle to our fleet this year, we
hope you agree it does look very smart!

which takes place in the Principe Felipe Hotel. The cost is
50€ per person, and includes a welcome drink, half a bottle
of wine and a three course meal. So even if you aren’t

1) Los lomas - North area up to Mirador del Mar,

sporty please come and join us for the weekend finale.

across the golf course to the rear of Coto del Golf
down to Coto Reserva. We have coverage in some

Last year we raised over 12,000€ for Breakthrough

of these areas, but not all. We are looking to

Breast Cancer and this year we aim to smash that.

upgrade cover in all areas.

With your help we can, and please don’t forget, all the

2) Monte leon, Monte Verde and the new

money raised goes to the charity.

development behind the petrol station. There are

We are always looking for volunteers so please

no cameras in these areas. We believe these are

e-mail us if you’d like to help. info@sportpink.org

We extend our association with the late, great

SeveBallesteros
By Eduardo Ruiz, Director of Golf

Using Trackman
At the Leadbetter Golf Academy, we have one of the
best pieces of technology available to golfers, Trackman.
Trackman measures exactly what the ball is doing.
Things such as spin rate, launch angle, distance,
direction, curvature etc. It also measures what we do to
the ball at impact, which is the most important point of
the golf swing. Here, it can measure and quantify
whether you are swinging too much from the inside or

the most successful spell of his career, and staging the
qualifying tournament will give members, locals and

the outside, as well as where the clubface was pointing.
In order to gain distance,many players are leaving a lot

visitors the chance to discover a little of what makes La

on the table. By optimizing the launch angle of the ball

Manga Club so special as a golfing venue, and why it

(launching it higher) and spin rate (spinning it less), we

was so dear to Ballesteros’s heart.’

can achieve really big increases in distance.

The qualifying competition is one of 37 that will be held
at golf clubs across Spain this summer, with the La
Manga Club winners joining the other regional victors at
the national final at Real Pedreña Golf Club, Seve’s
hometown club on Saturday, September 19. As well as
receiving two nights’ accommodation in Santander.
With facilities including three 18-hole championship
courses, a nine-hole academy course and a new
Leadbetter Golf Academy, the only one in mainland
Spain, and having hosted the Spanish Open five times,
Severiano Ballesteros holds a special place in La Manga
Club’s long and illustrious history. And Spain’s flagship
golf resort will continue its long-standing association
with the golfing legend by hosting a fundraising
tournament in aid of the charity named in his honour
this summer.
We will stage a regional qualifying event on our iconic
South Course on Saturday, July 25, as part of the fourth
edition of the Seve Ballesteros Challenge, a national
tournament that is taking place between April and
September.
Raising money for research into brain cancer, the pairs
event, which is being played in a greensomes strokeplay
format, costs €110 per team to enter. While golfers can
enjoy a relaxing two-night stay including entry fee in

Las Lomas Village from just €152 per person, based on

two people sharing a room.
From humble beginnings, Ballesteros rose to become

La Manga Club is regarded as one of Europe’s foremost

One swing factor which relates to distance is something

sports destinations.

we call Angle of Attack. This is basically whether you are

The World
Amateur Golf
Championships
here at the Club!

Manga Club was alongside him for some of his most
memorable victories.

I hit ten balls with a typical player’s swing – hitting 5
degrees down on the ball. Below were the results.

In August we host one of the Spanish Amateur legs of
the World Amateur Golf Championship. Although the

We can see the red circle showing a 5 degree downward

Grand final this year takes place in Turkey, different

strike on the ball, which is typical of many amateurs.

regions of Spain will be hosting their legs. We have

The ball carried 216 yards in the air (blue circle).

been chosen by the area of Murcia.

By increasing my angle of attack to 5 degrees on the

The Spanish final will take place in Madrid in

upswing, like image below, I managed to gain 46 yards of

September, where 4 players will go on to contest the

carry distance, that would help you fly a few bunkers.

Grand final in Turkey, in November.

By now hitting 5 degrees on the upswing (red circle), the

We also plan to make significant changes to the

ball carried 262 yards with the same swing speed.

one of golf’s all-time greats, winning more than 90
tournaments worldwide including five Majors, and La

hitting up or down on the ball. The picture above shows a
positive angle of attack.

Pro-shop and Bar 37 in the not too distant future, we
will talk in more detail about that in the next issue.

Having made his European Tour debut at the resort in

Hopefully much of the cost of this will be borne by our

the 1974 Spanish Open at the tender age of 17, the

suppliers! All of which is part of our planned

mercurial Spaniard went on to become La Manga Club’s

improvements, that we believe will help enhance your

touring professional from 1980-85, carrying the LMC

overall golfing experience, here at the club.

logo on his bag when his career was at its peak.
Eduardo Ruiz, our new director of golf, said, ‘Seve
Ballesteros’ played a key part in helping establish the
name of La Manga Club across Europe and beyond, and
it is a great honour for the resort to be involved in a
competition in his honour. The resort was privileged to
work with one of the game’s most iconic figures during

So come and see us, book in a lesson and see how much
distance you can gain. We also have Callaway and
Taylormade clubs for fitting, so we can find the optimal
shaft and loft numbers to match your swing and get you
launching the ball higher and spinning less.
Adam Young - Professional teacher, Leadbetter Academy

Staying healthy and fit

This summer
By The Health Team

Doggy-do,
the Medical
viewpoint

Simply moving into the shade when we feel the sun
burning, can be effective. It is also important to keep
adequately hydrated by drinking plenty of water, but not
to excess.
Sometimes we are so busy enjoying ourselves that we
forget that the sun is shining. So please enjoy it, but
always within reason.

The Sunshine, is it friend or foe?
We all love the sunshine, it’s one of the main reasons
we come to LMC. However, the perils of the sun should
not be ignored. The risks we face can be affected by
our genetic makeup.
The further north in Europe we come from, especially
those people with Celtic genes (according to recent
research, more of us than previously thought) the
greater the risk. Even those people who tan easily, or
those who live in the sunshine all year round, need to
be careful.

What do I do after being stung by a jellyfish?

There has been a lot of interest on the Owners website

Most stings, although not pleasant, are not dangerous.

regarding the problem of dog poo within the Club.

Though it is important to be aware that this is not

Yes it is unsightly, smelly and generally unpleasant, but

always the case, and there have been rare incidents

are there any health risks to the residents and visitors

where they have proved fatal.

to the club?

When a jellyfish stings, it immediately injects its venom

The answer to that is difficult to ascertain, but though

into the human body, beware as even dead jellyfish still

the risks are not high they are potentially serious. Dog

retain active stinging cells! If you are stung, the

faeces are full of bacteria and if ingested (from

affected parts of the body should be rinsed with sea

contaminated hands etc) a bout of mild tummy upset is

water. The spots should then be covered with sand

possible. More concerning is many animal faeces are

which should be allowed to dry. Once dry it should be

infected by a round worm. It’s eggs can cause a disease

scraped off, a credit card would be ideal to do this.

called Toxocariasis.

Don't be tempted to put fresh water, vinegar or alcohol

This is a disease that can have serious effects in

on the jellyfish wound, and certainly don’t pee on it, It

humans. Children are more at risk because of their

could make it worse!

immature immune system.
This can lead to -

The main dangers are -

1. Coughing, abdominal pain and liver inflammation

Skin cancers, especially potentially fatal

2. Eye problems, even possible blindness.

Malignant Melanoma’s
Accelerated skin ageing

There are approx 12 cases of Toxocara blindness in the

Heatstroke

UK every year. This disease is treatable but as always

Sunburn

prevention is better than cure.

There are many simple measures we can take to

So always wash your hands if you come into contact

protect ourselves from the dangers. Adequate sun

with it and don’t eat it!

care is extremely important.

Anti-histamine or hydrocortisone 1% creams can help
against redness or blistering.
They are available at any pharmacist.
To help prevent scarring the skin should always
Everybody should use a good lotion, nothing lower than
factor 15. The sun is at it’s strongest in the middle of the

be protected from the sun.
If after being stung you become nauseous, have a

day, so we should try to limit our exposure at that time.

headache or circulatory problems, medical advice

A sun hat, sunglasses and cool but protective clothing

should be sought as soon as possible. This could be a

will also help avoid sunburn.

serious allergic reaction.

Things to see, places to go and where to eat

this Summer

Dante’s Pizzeria
and Steak House
offers a 7 day a
week take-away
Dante’s are now offering their customers take-away
food. This popular restaurant will make any manner of

The return of
food at the Last
Drop is proving
to be a winner!

Pizza’s, as well as Pasta, Antipasti, assorted breads and
even salads, for those keeping their eye on their
waistlines! You can book a table or order a take-away on
2224, 7 days a week 5pm till late.

Many of you will have seen the new road under
construction and the new houses being built.
Whilst it’s great to see the housing market returning to
pre-recession prices, construction work can cause
disruption. None more so than to Si. The road is often
closed but they are always open for business.

If it’s authentic Spanish Tapas you are after, then look no

Si Restaurant and Bar has a great summer of

further than La Barra, which is next door to Dante’s.

entrainment lined up for all age groups. They have the

La Barra is the ideal place to go in the summer, you can

Abba tributes every Wednesday evening.

sit outside in the evening with a gentle cooling breeze,

The extremely popular Frozen tribute and sing-along

ideal after a hectic day at the Club.

show is back in July and August, so to avoid

Since the launch of the Kitchen, the Last Drop has

disappointment please call them to find out when.

They also do the full English breakfast at 9am and keep

returned to offering a full menu of hot and cold food

serving until 11 at night. Great food at unbelievable prices.

Tribute to Michael Jackson, Ben, is now in his sixth year

again. This has proved a huge success with many

and he’ll be there for two dates also in July and August.

regulars returning for light meals and snacks. With the

They’ll be a new children's entertainer from 6.30 every

warm weather of the summer, sitting outside with a

night performing circus tricks and traditional children's

beverage of choice, eating a tasty meal whilst watching

games to enjoy free of charge and remember, children

a sporting event, reminds many owners why they bought

eat free before 7pm with participating adults.

somewhere in this wonderful resort. Long may their

They also have Bouncy slides and castles in the
children's play area, making Si the perfect place for

success continue, oh and of course, the summer!
The Kitchen also offers a full take-away service.

families to visit.
Bank holiday Saturday in August finishes off the summer
season with the amazing Take That tribute band.
La Finca restaurant will be featuring the ever popular
singer Barrington every Monday and Thursday and they
will be having a special tribute evening celebrating
Barbara Streisand. Booking is essential.

Don’t forget to book
the big Alda event!
In its second year, with a charity auction and plenty of
prizes, this is the dinner and dance that is not to be

Ever been over
to the Deli Café
in Los Lomas?
On the North course in Los Lomas Village you’ll find the
Deli Café. They do breakfasts and light lunches, or you can
simply indulge is one of their many naughty pastries.

missed! Taking place at the hotel by the pool. It supports

The views are truly spectacular with views across the club

poor children in Paraguay is on the 7th of August and

from a very high vantage point, they also have free Wi-Fi.

costs 75€ a person.

Why not give them a try? They are open 7.30am to 11.30pm.

Do the new changes to UK pensions

Affect me?
By Gerald Turner, Partner, Blevins Franks

Well that’s entirely up to you! This article on how the

financial security. It’s very important to think about the

pensions changes could affect you, was written by Gerald

tax implications, especially for larger funds. UK taxpayers

Turner of Blevins Franks, one of our Owners

receive 25% tax free, but other income/withdrawals are

Championship sponsors.

taxed at their marginal rate of income tax.

The new UK ‘pension freedom’ came into effect on 6th

Spanish residents will pay Spanish tax according to the

April 2015. It provides new opportunities for retirees

local rules. Most pension income is taxed at the scale

depending on their type of pension. This is a significant

rates of income tax, up to 47%. Lump sums are not tax

change, and all very new. Many expatriates may not

free and the taxable amount is charged at the savings tax

realise how they are affected, so let us try and help.

rates of between 20% and 24%. Cash withdrawn from a

First of all, the new freedom is not for all pensions.
It doesn’t apply to defined benefit (final salary) schemes,

pension fund also loses protection from UK inheritance
tax. Specialist tax advice is a must.

Golfcanbe
adangerous
business!

During our 10th annual golf break, one of my friends,
Mike Jones, had an accident to the right of the second
green on the West Course. Whilst looking for a ball,
he lost his footing on the pine needles and slipped, the
momentum took him over a wall and a 10 feet sheer

public sector pensions, state pensions or annuities.

Many QROPS cannot yet provide full flexibility on

drop to the river bed below. With a buggy and being

Most options only apply to defined contribution schemes,

withdrawals. The rule where 70% of the transfer value

close to the club house, I was able to summon help

the industry name for money purchase schemes such as

made to a QROPS must provide an income for life,

quickly, while my two other friends looked after Mike.

personal or stakeholder pensions, self-invested personal

currently remains in place for non-EU QROPS.

There followed two Eulen vehicles, the La Manga Club

pensions (SIPPS), or executive pension plans. The

The 55% death tax has been abolished, however, if you

ambulance, the 112 emergency ambulance. 9 hours later

government is currently looking at ways to allow greater

die at 75 or over, your beneficiaries will still pay tax.

at the Santa Lucia hospital in Cartagena, Mike emerged

flexibility in the way annuities are offered, and may

And at their marginal rate on income or currently at 45%

with two broken ribs, assorted cuts, grazes and bruises

include the ability to ‘sell’ one for a cash sum.

on lump sums. This also applies to annuities, but not final

and 10 stitches to a nasty head wound.

You can transfer out of a defined benefit scheme, to a

salary schemes.

We would like to pass on our thanks to those who

defined contribution scheme or QROPS, but may lose

This is just a brief, generalised summary. It is vital to seek

helped immensely and responded so quickly. In

valuable benefits so need to consider it carefully.

personalised, expert advice. Not doing so could be very

particular, our starter Maria, the West course

You can only transfer if you have taken advice from a

costly at a later date.

receptionist Reme, Faustio who I believe was managing

If you would like to know more on this subject then

the buggies, and Paco from Eulen. Please excuse me for

please feel free to contact - Gerald Turner, Partner,

those I have missed or named incorrectly. It was also

Blevins Franks on 965 705 502

very kind of our Director of Golf, Eduardo, to phone us

gerald.turner@blevinsfranks.com www.blevinsfranks.com

the following day to check on Mike’s progress.

pension transfer specialist, regulated by the UK Financial
Conduct Authority. You cannot transfer out of public
sector or unfunded schemes.
Even if you have a defined contribution scheme, you do
not have to do anything. You can leave your pension as it

I might also add just how good the service was at the

is, and continue to receive regular income through income

hospital. Though he had travel insurance, the European

drawdown. Indeed, not all such schemes will offer the

Health Insurance card and his passport were sufficient

new flexibility. There is no regulatory force to make them.

for Mike’s treatment which included the CT scans,

As such you would have to transfer to a plan that can

multiple X-rays, ultrasound, blood tests and a stay in the

offer the new flexibility. In turn that could involve a loss of

observation ward. Mike was able to travel home on the

guarantees or other valuable options. Not all providers

Tuesday, walking very slowly and aided by wheelchair

accept non-UK residents, so the choices are limited. You

assistance at the airports. He is at home now recovering

could always make changes in future. Even if you do

but the Costillas Rotas will take some time to mend.

want to act now, explore all your options and the tax and

My Spanish is passable but my knowledge of medical

long-term consequences, before taking a decision.

terms has come on in leaps and bounds!

So, what does ‘pension freedom’ mean? You can do

When I spoke with one of our LMC helpers after the

almost whatever you like with your funds.

event and passed on our thanks, I was kindly reminded

Besides taking income drawdown, you could take the

that they were just doing their job. I understand their

whole amount as cash (with no restrictions on how you

comment but personally feel it was part of their nature

use the money). Make withdrawals as and when you

to go the extra mile when needed. I think we are very
fortunate to have these very good people working with

require, with the balance remaining invested. Take a lump

Tax rates, scope and reliefs may change.

sum immediately and then start income at a later date.

Any statements concerning taxation are based

Or quite simply, buy an annuity.

upon our understanding of current taxation laws

So next time, may be a brief pause for thought before

If you do choose to take all or much of your fund as cash,

and practices which are subject to change. Tax

going after that golf ball.

first ensure you have a reliable plan for your long-term

information has been summarised.

Michael Smith, Miradores

us and for us, giving such a valuable service.

New legislation in the Murcia region regarding

Building Licences

Cricket,fancyit?

By Angel Morenilla, Partner MSB

The recently approved Regional Act 13/2015, which has

This new legislation allows building works to

been applicable since the 6th of May 2015, introduces

commence on the same day that they are presented.

the new regulations of the various aspects of the

The Town Hall will have just 15 days to indicate if they

Urbanism in the Region of Murcia.

consider that a full building license is required, or if

Until the approval of this new law, the bureaucratic

they require additional documentation to be presented.

Our Club is the home to the independently run La Manga
Cricket club, a social, friendly and welcoming group.
Established in 2004 the club has a team that plays in the
ECCL Division 2, is made up of ex-pats and locals who

regulation introduced by the previous Act 1/2001,

live both on La Manga Club and in the surrounding towns

resulted, in very long delays to the resolution of

and villages.

applications for building licences.

Opponents in the league come from Madrid, Levante,

This applied to both major and minor works.

Alfas and Alicante as well as Torrevieja.

I must say that the new Act 13/2015 does have a

We also have a ‘Social 11’ who entertain the touring

pragmatic approach in many aspects, one of them

sides from UK and Europe that come on bespoke tours, to

being building permissions. This has been introduced

play in Spain and use our club as a base.

for many building works. Two new processes named

The ethos of the cricket club is the development of youth

‘responsible declaration’ and ‘previous communication’.

cricket in Spain and the head of Spanish Youth Cricket,
It has also introduced a maximum period of three

Neil Brook, is a leading member of our club. We are

months, for the Town Hall to decide if an application of

always keen to welcome new players, young and old,

building licence is required.

experienced or not. During the winter and spring, nets are

parking and any form of construction works on

The objective of this new legislation has been to

regularly held on a Sunday morning, free of charge, with

protected buildings.

generate economical activity, something that was

coaching for the juniors and seniors as required.

previously not happening. Building licences in the past

September and October are traditionally when we hold

The newly created ‘responsible declaration’ will be

were big adventures, if you were lucky, it would take a

our ‘charity’ and ‘celebrity’ cricket weekends.

applicable for extensions, modifications, renovations or

a few months, however if you weren’t...

The fixtures below detail these events, and all clubs, or

This new system will eliminate the practice (or perhaps

indeed groups of players who cannot raise a full touring

Providing the external appearance, or footprint is not

the necessity) of commencing construction work prior

side are always welcome.

essentially modified. Under this process you don’t need

to building license’s being granted, often resulting in

Our charity is www.tommaynardtrust.com due to the

to wait until you have a building license in order to

fines being given by the Town Hall.

successful link the club has formed with ex-England

begin the work.

The conclusion, is the changes introduced by the Act

international and current Somerset Head Coach,

13/2015 are very positive, but two factors must be

Matthew Maynard. Celebrities we have hosted in recent

always be taken into account.

years include Matt Maynard, Paul Nixon, Ian Harvey,

The original ‘building permission’ application still
remains for major building works, construction of
new properties, infrastructure works, underground

refurbishment of existing buildings.

All you need, is to present the required technical
documents supporting the work that you intend to do,

Luke Wright, Graeme Fowler, Gareth Batty, Mike Gatting

and a document signed containing a ‘responsible

1) The responsible declaration or the previous

declaration’. This is an undertaking to the Town Hall,

communication, must not be any different to the the

that all legal requirements for the building work, have

building works that will actually be executed.

The following are our remaining 2015 fixtures, Our

been fulfilled and that those legal requirements will be

Otherwise a sanction file will be initiated by the Town

refreshment tent is always welcoming and if you are

maintained during the building period.

Hall, with pernicious consequences.

keen to support, play, train or even bring your own team,

An even easier process has been created for minor
building works, which do not require a technical
project. Such as re-tiling floors and walls and changing
window frames. All that is required now, is the
‘previous communication’ where the building works are
described, and a simple plan attached.
These two new regulations will save a huge amount of

2) Any modifications to the external appearance of
properties which from part of a community of owners,
will require the authority from those community

and many Lords Taverners.

then please contact our chairman Dave Moore on lamangacricket@hotmail.co.uk or at
www.lamangacricketclub.com

members, which is independent from the authority to

Sat/Sun Aug, 1-2 Tour Masstor CC 35 overs/social

be granted by the Town Hall.

Sat Aug 22, League Torrevieja (home)
Sat Aug 29, League Alfas II (home)
Fri/Sat Sept, 11-12 Tour Knowle CC

time, compared to the previous slow system of applying

Sat/Sun Sept, 19-20 Tour Steppingly CC

for a building licence. All that it is required now (except

Sat/Sun Sept, 26-27 Tour Goring-on-Thames

to major building works) is to present the required
technical documents. The long delays of the past of

Fri/Sat/Sun Oct, 2-4 La Manga T20 Charity Tournament

waiting for the Urban Department from the Town Hall

Fri/Sat/Sun Oct, 9-11 La Manga End of Season Social T20

to agree to a building license, has now disappeared.

Sat/Sun Oct, 24-25 Tour Andorra CC

