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TONY COLES - PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Recently, whilst refreshing
my memory about the late
Jim Campbell?s time as the
General Community
President, I read several of
his introductions to the La
Manga Club magazine. I
couldn?t help but note that
many of the things Jim
talked about back in 2000,
Tony Coles
such as security, golf
buggies, recycling and the
importance of a constructive relationship with the
resort owners, are still important many years later.
Interestingly, other things are not the same. The
world?s weather is becoming ever more unpredictable;
Brexit is polarising opinion across Europe, and the
never-ending march of technology is impacting on all
our daily lives. However, daunting as all this seems at
times, change has always been with us and should be
embraced.
In this spirit, positive change is continuing at La Manga
Club in the form of the Hesperia Hotels & Resorts
Group, who recently bought the Club?s hotel, spa, golf
courses, tennis centre, football/ cricket complex and
food and beverage outlets. Hesperia is a successful
hotel and leisure group, with a strong service ethic and
a wealth of expertise. Gonzalo Alcaraz, Hesperia?s
Global Head of Leisure Hotels, talks on page 12 about
reinvigorating their new La Manga Club business.
Positive change can also be seen in Ian Hunt?s
explanation of how he and Securitas have upgraded
many security measures using the investment that
Community Presidents approved last February,

including the introduction of an LMC Security App.
Less visible, but no less important change, is being
masterminded by Kevin Lynch, Vice President for
Infrastructure and Environment, who is working his
way through an impressive list of improvements.
On the 1st November, there
were also changes in the
medical area when GP Dana
Ciocodeica started work at the
General Community offices.
This means that male and
female doctors are now on
duty, which is long overdue.
On page 11 Dana talks about
her passion for medicine and
the journey that has led to her
appointment as a doctor at the resort.

Gill Schofield

Dana Ciocodeica

Few owners can have seen as
much change at La Manga
Club as Gill Schofield, who?s
zest for life has done much to
help revitalise the Owners
Clubhouse. W hether it?s
organising social events, trips
vineyards, or simply fitting in a
quick 10km Nordic Walk
before lunch, GIll?s your girl.

Jim Campbell, who was President of the General
Community from 2000 to 2005, sadly passed away last
summer. Greatly missed by his wife Margaret, his
family and friends, it seems only appropriate to
celebrate his life and also his significant contribution to
the well-being of owners at La Manga Club.
The remainder of the newsletter features golf, the
Club?s signature sport and the many opportunities to
play on the resorts three eighteen hole courses. Bowls,
cricket and tennis are also included and their many
enthusiastic players and supporters talk about the fun
of playing these ever popular year round sports.
Tony Coles
President - General Community
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IAN HUNT - SECURITY REPORT
New CCTV Cameras
Some nine months
after implementing
the upgrades to
security which were
approved at the AGM
in February 2019, I
would like to update
owners regarding
how this investment
has enhanced and
improved security at
La Manga Club.
The photographs on
this page show some
of the new cameras
which have been
installed around the
resort. This now
means that the area around the West course and from the
National Park to El Forestal are fully covered. They have
already helped security to close gaps in our CCTV coverage
of the resort and several have helped in relation to three
arrests, plus the early detection of several potential
problems.
Looking forward, if owners want the General Community to
maintain its excellent security record, there must be
continued investment in new technology. However, this will
only follow after careful consideration as to what can and
can?t help deliver a more effective service.
Vehicle Recognit ion Systems

intruders on the perimeter of the Club, or to deal with bush
fires before they get out of control. For these reasons and
several others, after much discussion it was decided the
purchase should go ahead.

The decision was vindicated within a few months, when on
the 13th September the Murcia region suffered some of the
worst weather on record for over a hundred years. Owners
owe a debt of gratitude to the security staff who were on
duty that evening and who took significant risks in
dangerous conditions to respond to over 100 call-outs.
Needless to say, without the new 4 x 4 vehicle guards would
have struggled to cope and reach parts of the resort which
are located on steep hillsides.

During 2019 there has been a dramatic increase in the
number of vehicles entering and leaving the resort. A
staggering 23% increase year on year, which security has
been able to measure using a sophisticated vehicle
recognition system.
New All-Terrain 4 x 4 Pat rol Vehicle
There was some debate among the Presidents and the
General Community executive, regarding whether, or not a
new all-terrain 4x4 was needed. The discussion centred on
issues like the guards being able to travel quickly when they
needed to cross the difficult terrain that surrounds much of
the resort, some of it so rough that road-going vehicles
struggle to cope. This was considered particularly important
when for example the guards have to intercept potential

One of the many cars caught out by the
unprecedented September gota fria storm
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IAN HUNT - SECURITY REPORT
LMC guards during close combat training

St aff Training

Protect ing Guards.

W ith the help of Securitas, this year we have embarked on
an ambitious programme of training to improve the skill-sets
of our security staff. Recently, close combat courses have
been added, which this means that all staff are now able act
very rapidly, but, proportionately when they are in potentially
dangerous and volatile situations.

At times life at La Manga Club seems far away from issues,
such as knife crime, which are currently on the increase and
in many cities around the world. However, the threat is very
real and we ignore them at our peril.
In line with this trend, the Murcia region has also recorded a
significant increase in crimes of all types, but particularly
knife-related incidents. I?m happy to say no knife crime has
been reported to-date at the Club to-date, but nonetheless,
it was decided the General Community needs to be
proactive in protecting its security team. So, when needed,
staff wear protective stab vests and carry pepper spray.
All police in Spain have these forms of defence as a matter
of course and they are carried all of the time. We fully expect
this will become law in respect of resort security in the near
future and so once again we are ahead of the curve.

Canine Unit
Our canine unit of three highly trained dogs (Zeus, Volga and
Balto) are an important component in the armoury of the
General Community?s security services. They significantly
enhance the effectiveness of security patrols when they
confront individuals about to commit crimes, or cause
problems, the dogs causing people to think twice.

LMC guard protection
stab-proof vest
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IAN HUNT - SECURITY REPORT
Golf Buggies
At the General Community AGM last February, several
owners expressed their concern that the use of golf buggies
around the resort, particularly by underage drivers and
unsecured child passengers, was getting worse. As a
consequence, it was decided that the General Community
would launch a campaign to heighten awareness of the clear
and obvious dangers involved.

THE
RISKS OF
DRIVIN G ON
PU BLIC ROA DS

In the early part of the year several news releases were
circulated to owners regarding the use of buggies and
highlighting one of the issues of greatest concern, namely
teenagers aged 15 and under being allowed to drive buggies
around the club without parental supervision.

General Community will have no option but to seriously
consider asking local police to patrol the Club. This would
mean that all illegally driven buggies, including those which
are unlicensed could be stopped, confiscated and
substantial fines issued. The only way to stop this is for all
parents to take responsibility for the actions of their children.

U N DER
AGE DRIVERS
Disappointingly, I have to report that some owners simply
ignored our campaign, nor took responsibility for the actions
of their children. Did things improve over summer? On the
whole we had fewer incidents, but the disinterested attitude
of some parents and also the gross disrespect shown to
security staff when stopping under-age drivers continued.
If this uncooperative and anti-social attitude persists, the

U N SECU RED
CH ILDREN

Finally, there has been a suggestion that the General
Community should register all buggies and issue fines to
underage drivers. Very simply, this can?t be done, as most of
the roads at La Manga Club are public and therefore it would
be illegal to stop and fine drivers, regardless of their age.
Opport unist ic Thieves.
This year that there has been a huge increase in
opportunistic robberies. Unfortunately this type of crime is
on the increase, not just on the resort, but also in the
surrounding areas. The individuals concerned use various
tactics to distract people and target watches, jewellery,
wallets and handbags. After consultation with local police,
there will be a
significant
Please be alert at all times
thieves only need seconds to
security
steal your valuables
presence in
public areas
(where these
type of crimes
mainly take
place) and also
at the various
entrances to
the Club.
Please be
vigilant at all
times.
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IAN HUNT - SECURITY REPORT
Summer at La Manga Club
I am pleased to report that the number of major incidents
reduced dramatically over the summer (there was only one
forced entry), not least due to the investment in additional
technology made at the start of the year.
During late July security noticed two strange vehicles in the
Club. It transpired these were owned by rental clients and
after an investigation, it was decided to involve local police.
Working with resort security, an undercover team of
detectives were then deployed to the resort to monitor the
individuals concerned. As a result, at the end of August two
men were arrested. They are now helping the police with
their enquiries in relation to burglaries that took place on the
La Manga strip and in the surrounding area.
New Securit y App
I am pleased to announce that on the 21st October, 2019 we
officially launched the ?lamanga club security app?.
This is a first at la Manga Club and within one hour of the app
being launched over 100 owners registered, reinforcing that
security is important to LMC owners.
The app is for owners only, but we have encouraged
management companies to take up the offer for their
emergency phones, as this means their rental clients may
easily contact their management companies, who in turn can
request security to attend.
W hat are the advantages of the app? In testing they have
brought down response times by an impressive circa 50%,
Moreover, we have taken the language issue into
consideration. W hen contacting security through the usual
channels, the app is able to translate all messages, whatever
the language into Spanish, which enables our staff to
understand the problem more rapidly and to react
accordingly.
The app has been designed in such a way that we can add
to its features going forward. So, whilst the icon buttons we
have started with are for the most common call-outs, in time
we will add new ones to the menu.
Devices using the app are fitted with a GPS button, so when
the app is activated security staff be given an exact location
which to respond to. Owners may also send photographs
and videos of any incidents, which will further help security
react more quickly and efficiently.
We hope owners find the app helpful and look forward to
receiving feedback.
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KEVIN LYNCH - INFRASTRUCTURE
1. Progress in 2019.

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD WASTE

Our schedule of works for 2019 is on track and progressing
well, with the focus for this year, including the following:
? Updating our street lighting junction and control boxes.
? Pavement repair program throughout the North and South
areas.
? Eco Park Renovations.
? Road Furniture and Painting.
? Equipment Purchases.
? Pothole Repairs.
.

2. Cart agena Taking Responsibilit y for Club Infrast ruct ure
There has been no significant progress since my last report
regarding the Cartagena Council taking responsibility for
infrastructure, roads, lighting, etc., at the resort.since my last
update, we continue to monitor and maintain regular
communications with the Town Hall.

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD WASTE

3. New Signs For Refuse Bins
The signage of the
various types of
refuse bins around
the resort has long
been overdue for an
update, as the
example on the left
evidences, Therefore,
new designs have
been developed and
will be introduced
throughout 2020.
TETRAPACK , TINS & PLASTIC

PAPER ONLY
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KEVIN LYNCH - ENVIRONMENT
1. Landscaping and Gardening

To remind you of our goals they are to:

As part of our continuous improvement programe the area
around Control 1 will be renovated in two phases. The work
will be completed during December 2019 and January 2020.

? Better tailor the collection schedule to actual demand.
? Reduce operating costs through better utilisation of
equipment and staff.
? Realise service improvements
through cross-functional redeployment
of staff.

New Gate 1 entry display
(artist's impression)

2. Rubbish Collect ion and Recycling
The alternate-day collection schedule has been in effect
since last year and, there have been no reported issues or
problems since. We have yet to publish a regular off-peak
schedule, as we are still trialing routes and developing an
updated and more comprehensive operations manual.

Our attempts to obtain a license, so that
we may use specialist recycling depots
have yet to produce a permit, but our
efforts continue. Unfortunately, the
Vertadero waste processing site
currently only has two lines, one for
paper and cardboard, and the other for
mixed loads. The latter which go
through a separation plant where
plastic, tins, tetra and other recyclables
are separated and diverted from the
landfill site. We are told a dedicated
third line for our Yellow bin content will be introduced at the
Vertadero site in the 'near' future.

Rubbish Collect ion Volumes By Weight
The Vertadero

As requested, please see below for the collection totals for
the previous 3 summer months vs the same period last year.
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JIM CAMPBELL - 1936 to 2019
The late Jim Campbell
was born in Scotland
in 1936 and went on to
make a significant
contribution in many
areas, as he followed
his life?s journey.
He lived for much of
his life in Ilkley, a
beautiful stone-built
spa town located in
the United Kingdom
on the south bank of
the River W harfe in
Jim Campbell
the Yorkshire Dales,
with its wild moors
and the famous Cow and Calf rocks located nearby.
A gentleman to the end, Jim and Margaret, his wife,
Lancashire born wife, moved to La Manga Club in 1985,
where after living in two different properties, they finally
settled into their
beloved individual villa
close by the seventh
tee on the south course
In his prior business life
Jim was a successful
banker by profession
and ultimately was
responsible for a staff of
some 4,500 people and
assets worth over £2
billion, a staggering
circa £20.376 billion in
today?s money.

the facilities, plus they want the value of their investment to
be protected.?
Importantly, while acknowledging the achievements of
previous General Community Presidents, he recognised that
change was required. So, when he became President he
wasted no time in starting to bring it about.
Jim was a believer in teamwork and co=opted several strong
Vice-Presidents who were willing and able to share the
substantial workload of the General Community executive.
He also attached great importance to the constructive and
inclusive relationship he enjoyed with the management of
Inmogolf and La Manga Club S.L. He believing that a close
and open working relationship was fundamental to the
shared interests of property owners and the resort owners
alike.
An embracer of technological change, he encouraged the
use of emails and the internet. A philosophy which
successive Presidents have continued, so that today the
General Community uses many electronic communication
channels to work on behalf
of owners and to update
them developments at the
Club.
Regardless of the many
hours Jim devoted to his
Presidency of the General
Community from 2000 to
2005, he still found time to
work on reducing his golf
handicap of 10 and also to
keep up his Spanish
lessons.

After moving to La
Jim and Margaret
Manga Club and taking
some time to recharge
his batteries, Jim began to get involved with various owner
facilities and committees, initially in 1997 as Treasurer of the
Owners Clubhouse, then in 1998 as representative of the
individual villas and finally in 2000 as President of the
General Community.

Margaret also played her
part as the wife of a General
Community President by
attending numerous social
engagements, despite this leaving little time for her sewing
and flower arranging hobbies. However, like Jim, she too had
a strong sense of priorities and was determined to keep up
her Spanish, interest in alternative medicine, swimming and
golf, plus of course her love of tap dancing!

He brought a combination of business skills, hands-on
knowledge of the resort and a grasp of owners?needs and
priorities to the role, saying, ?People want to see their
excellent quality of life here maintained, and this includes all

The Campbell contribution to La Manga Club life and the
well-being of its owners is well known, and like all General
Community Presidents who gave so generously of their time,
Jim will always be remembered.
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A MESSAGE FROM NEW DOCTOR, DANA CIOCODEICA
Dana
Ciocodeica

I was born in the
eastern European
country of Romania.
My two favourite
games during my
childhood were
playing at teaching my
dolls and friends, and
also, pretending to be
their doctor.

My teaching dream
came true once I
graduated from the
University of
Bucharest, where for
five years, I studied for
a Bachelor?s degree in
physical chemistry. Shortly afterwards, I started university
studies in English at the Foreign Languages Faculty of
Ploiesti in Romania. Subsequently, this allowed me to teach
English for some ten years, which I greatly enjoyed.
Life circumstances brought me to Cartagena in Spain,
approximately twenty years ago. Thanks to my knowledge of
English, I was able to immediately earn a living working in
real estate and after-sales services at La Manga Club.
Over time my passion for human nature and health resulted
in me studying one of the primary branches of medicine,
namely nutrition and dietetics. The post-graduate degree in
Basic and Community Nutrition, which I studied for two years
at the University of Barcelona, opened up an entirely new
phase of my life. It allowed me to fulfil the second of my
childhood dreams, namely that of becoming a doctor, and
offering my knowledge and skills to cure people, as well as
helping them improve their general health.
Subsequently, I studied theoretical and practical medicine
for seven and a half years. I then graduated as a GP from the
well-known Medical School of the University of Murcia. At
the same time, to make a living, I worked for eight years in
natural medicine, which complimented the mainstream
medicine I was studying. Therefore, for conditions needing
natural medical support, I am qualified to combine both
mainstream and natural medical treatments.
Over ten years of training for and practising medicine, I came
to realise the importance of preventative medicine. Most
people appreciate that good health is their most important
and valuable asset. They understand that it is easier, less

damaging and cheaper, to look after their well-being, rather
than taking it for granted, with the consequent possibility of
medical conditions developing.
Apart from diagnosing and prescribing appropriate
treatments, or recommending a specialist's opinion and
solutions for more complex medical conditions, I must share
current best practices with my patients. Therefore, enabling
them to maintain good health and minimise the possibility of
falling ill.
During my full-time job as a doctor in a private clinic in
Cartagena, I noticed something significant. Namely, that
patients who followed recommendations on maintaining a
healthy lifestyle, which embraced regular light physical
exercise, positive thinking, good nutrition, positive human
relationships and the enjoyment of nature, etc, improved
their general well-being. As a result, they needed to consult
less often with their GP?s.
From the 1st November, I have been happy to share my
knowledge and experience with the owners of La Manga
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HESPERIA RESORT BUY LA MANGA CLUB
Gonzalo Alcaraz
Hesperia Global Head
of Leisure Hotels

themselves with their new La Manga Club business, their
employees and the customers they serve. However, he
promised he would explain Hesperia?s plans in more detail
when he next appeared before the Community Presidents at
their January 2020 meeting.
In the meantime, he made a short corporate presentation,
which outlined a range of facts about Hesperia?s business,
people and brands.
Hesperia operates 28 hotels in Spain and 5 in Venezuela,
with a combined capacity of 5,600 rooms serviced by 2,500
employees and annual revenue in Spain of 175 million euros.
It was refreshing to note that Hesperia are 100% focussed on
the hospitality sector. This focus is reflected in their culture,
which delivers a quality service centred on their urban and
leisure hotels, together with their new restaurant and bar
brand concepts. Hesperia believes this strategy connects
with and appeals to their customers.

For the last sixteen years Inmogolf and La Manga Club S.L,
have been owned and run by the Med Group, which later
became the Arum Group. Last July that changed when La
Manga Club S.L. was sold to Barcelona based Hesperia Hotel
& Resorts Group. However, the Arum Group retained
ownership of Inmogolf S.L.

Mr Alcaras said he anticipated the Principe Felipe hotel
returning to being a franchisee of the Hyatt Group. An
arrangement which applied previously when it was managed
day to day by Nick Montgomery, who coincidentally is the
current General Manager of La Manga Club S.L.
Mr Alcaraz acknowleged the importance of ?owners?to his La

Gonzalo Alcaraz,
at the 16th October, 2019
LMC Presidents' Meeting

Gonzalo Alcaraz, the Hesperia Global Head of Leisure Hotels,
introduced his company to the La Manga Club Community
Presidents on Wednesday, 16th October, at the resort's La
Quinta Club.
Mr Alcaraz, who has thirty year?s experience in the hospitality
sector, explained that Hesperia had only been in charge for
some ten weeks. Therefore, they were still familiarising

Manga Club business. He also underlined that establishing
good and cordial working relationships with the General
Community, the various Community Presidents and
individual owners generally, was of crucial importance going
forward.
Click on the link below to see the full Hesperia presentation:Presentation_hesperia_lmc. Movie.1
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GILL SCHOFIELD - LA MANGA CLUB'S CHEERLEADER
To ride in a car with Gill Schofield, as she negotiates a traffic
roundabout, is a metaphor for her approach to life. Make a
decision, go for it and to hell with the consequences, in this
case chaos and general mayhem,as she zeros in on the exit
for IKEA, her home from home.
Gill married in 1959 and, after having children and a brief
diversion into the world of oral hygiene, in 1975 she started
work in the travel industry focusing on skiing trips for
schools.
Gill and Noel
Chapel-en-le-Frith
Derbyshire
1959

resort. It was love at first sight, and a buying a property at the
Club soon followed. They quickly joined in the then
hedonistic lifestyle that was the order of the day. So much so
that they made many life-long friends with kindred souls and
soon became well-known around the resort.

Harrogate born Gill (no one is perfect) quickly fell in love with
the glamour of snow, skiing and apres-ski, which she
embraced with her usual 110% enthusiasm. A career in ski
holiday sales followed, and soon she graduated from the
ranks to become Sales Director of a large direct-sell travel
operator.
Ever patient husband Noel often returned home from work
to find a note on the kitchen table saying, ?Gone to Megève,
back next Monday.?hastily scribbled notes set the tone for
the routine as in the Schofield household for the next
twenty-five years.
Nonetheless, Gill still found time to fly her family to Alicante,
rattle along the coast road for three hours, taking in multiple
fiesta?s on the way, until they arrived at the La Manga Club

La Cala beach
La Manga Club, 1988
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GILL SCHOFIELD - LA MANGA CLUB'S CHEERLEADER
Gill?s natural zest for life led
her to take up many hobbies
and activities. Not least the
role of Chairwoman of the
International Ladies from
2004 to 2009, where her
fellow ?ladies?struggled to
keep up with her. She was a
hard act to follow, so much
so that when she stepped
down the group was
disbanded.

The blue patio, the
old hotel, with John
& Jackie Hall

Many happy holidays followed. Moreover, by the early
nineties, there was good news for this upwardly mobile
Harrogate girl. Flights from Manchester to La Manga Club
had started, and she and her family could take their rightful
place in the executive lounge!

Bellaluz, late in the 80's

Gill with Jules Morrow
Valentines Night, 2018

Late 90's

Gill and Noel finally retired to
La Manga Club in 2011. After
recharging her batteries, in
2016 Gill returned to what
she does best, namely
ensuring her
beloved La
Manga Club
owners have a
good time. Since, as a committee member and
Events Director at the Owners Clubhouse, Gill
has organised numerous dinners, music nights,
presentations, trips to vineyards (one of her
favourite activities) and much more.
Her infectious,natural enthusiasm makes her a
natural for this role. So much so that Noel still
finds "Gone to" notes on the kitchen table.
However, these days they're more likely to say,
?Gone Nordic
walking, or gone with
Gill in party mode
the girls for a glass,
at a Clubhouse Cabaretll
or three, of cava,
back before
midnight!?
Not one of life's
negative people,
always someone
who is a natural
enthusiast. the Gill
Schofield story is far
from over. Long may
she continue to be
La Manga Club's very
own favourite
cheerleader.
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GOLFING CHOICES AT LA MANGA CLUB

La Manga Club is a magnet for many potential buyers,
because of the year-round golf offered by the resort?s three
superb courses, all different and all designed to suit every
level of golfing ability.
RGLMC Captain Linda
Rodda presents the
Mike Ashton Cup to
Mike Tuffs,the Captain's
day winner

Over the years a Members Golf Club Club, societies and
various groups have been established, enabling La Manga
Club owners to meet and play golf with fellow owners.
Below is a description of what is currently available.
1. The Royal Members Golf Club
The Royal Members?Golf Club (RGLMC) is thriving and has
more than 400
members.
Membership is
available to owners
with Sports Rights,
those who pay annual
green fees, Founder
Members and Club
Carthago members.
The annual
membership fee
includes several
benefits, and details of these will be published shortly.
The Club holds the Members?championships every year,
The RGLMC Captain?s day competition - as well as
competitions held on the last Sunday of each month.
Trophies and vouchers are awarded to the winners
immediately after each event, usually in the 37 Spikes bar.
Tapas and a drink are included in the 20? entry fee.
The Order of Merit competition started in March 2019 and will
continue until the end of February 2020. If you participate in
the Friday Individual Stableford, and the monthly Order of
Merit competition, your best eight results during the year will
be ranked by order of merit. Prizes will be awarded to the
winners once the competition closes.

Elections have just taken place, and the following members
will be representing owners for the next two years. Jeannette
Brophy ? rules, Kim Bennett ? greens, Ian Hunt ?
competitions, Robin Fish ? groups, Heinz Gloor ? handicaps
and Caroline Douglass ? communications.
Annual golf club membership will be 95? and includes
some great extra advantages for Club Members.
Membership is from January 1st 2020.- December 31st 2020.
The application form will be available soon. Please note that
membership to RGLMC golf club does not include green
fees- daily, or annual.
For information about the Club, or the above competitions,
then please contact Caroline Douglass - email
golf@realgolflamangaclub.com,
All information about the Royal Golf Club can be found on
the Owners website ? https:// lamangaclubowners.com/
LMCSport/ lmcmgchome.aspx
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GOLFING CHOICES AT LA MANGA CLUB
2. The Ladies Day & Lady Golfer of t he Year.
These competitions are run by the RGA Lady Captain.
However, they are open to all ladies with a legitimate
handicap. The Ladies day is normally held on 2nd
Tuesday of the month, and the Lady Golfer, of the
Year on the 3rd Saturday. Ladies Day is usually a team
competition, followed by lunch, tea, or dinner, with
prizes sponsored by the Ladies. The Lady Golfer of
the Year is a qualifying competition, with the best
results added together to determine the winner at the
end of the Lady Captain?s year.
For more information contact Marion Kessack marion.kessack@gmail.com
3. The Ow ners Golf Championship
Group
The group comprises a team of
volunteers who are responsible for the
Owners Championship, which usually
takes place over a five days in
November. The first two rounds of
qualifying Individual Stableford is
divided into divisions, with the players
making the cut playing for the top
prizes on the final day. For those who
don?t make the cut, there is a pairs
competition, which is always very
popular and competitive.

David Williams

2019 Owners Championship
The Ow ners Championship is
sponsored by several local businesses
the Hotel Principe Felipe ballroom.
allowing the prizes to be very generous and therefore
attracting a full field of competitors. The dinner which is
The Summer Tournament is a shorter version of the Owners
followed by the prize presentation and live music is held in
Championships and is normally held over a
weekend in May. The competition, qualifying
Individual Stableford, is played on the North
and South courses with the combined
results determining the winners. The BBQ
style dinner is held on the terrace of the
hotel, followed by a prize presentation and a
disco closing the evening.

Both competitions are for owners only and
offer a way to meet fellow La Manga Club
owners, as well as playing serious golf and
enjoying plenty of socialising!
For information about these competitions
and how to participate, please contact:
info@lmcownersgolf.com or the Owners
website htps:// lamangaclubowners.com/
LMCSport/ lmcgolfownersgolf.aspx
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GOLFING CHOICES AT LA MANGA CLUB
The Ow ners?Golf Championship is our premier annual
tournament, bringing together all facets of La Manga Club
golf. We attracted 182 players with ages ranging from the
20's to over 90. It?s a very special week, one which everyone
puts in their diaries as soon as the dates are posted. It was
also the first championship since Hesperia bought La Manga
Club S.L. and it was great to see Jose and Arturo Castro, the
sons of the Hesperia's owner, joining the field.

After last year?s windy, rainy first day, the Ladies as well as
the Men?s 3rd division and the Super Seniors, crossed their
fingers for better weather. We were in luck and, although it
was chilly and windy at first, it was dry, and some even

On Sunday, 17th November, the evening before the first
round, the players?gathering took place at the Owners?
Clubhouse. We listened to the instructions for the week,
discovered our first-round tee times, caught up with old
friends, made new ones, and had a drink and some tapas. It
was altogether a very friendly start.
Golf began on Monday morning on the North course. The
sponsors?banners were all around the first tee. Goody bags
filled with golf balls, a handy golfer?s first-aid kit, pens and
sponsors leaflets were handed out by Securitas, our main
sponsor.

finished their game in short sleeves and short trousers!
Afterwards, Bar 37 echoed to many of the usual
golfers?tales of putts missed and drives straight
down the middle.
Tuesday was the turn of the Men?s 1st and 2nd
divisions, also on the North course. The day
dawned bright and chilly with a bit of wind to
add to the interest.
On Wednesday, and Thursday the golf and all
the sponsors?banners moved over to the West
course. The pin positions on some holes were
incredibly testing on slick greens. It was a great
topic of conversation as we retired to the bar to
lament over our results. The Pairs competition
certainly seemed to be filling up fast!
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GOLFING CHOICES AT LA MANGA CLUB
The Pairs?Competition took place on the North
course. Four prizes were up for grabs; Ladies?pairs,
Men?s pairs, Mixed pairs and the jewel in the crown the Overall pairs.
We wouldn?t know for certain who the winners were
until we gathered with non-playing partners, plus a
host of sponsors for the Gala Dinner and Prize
presentation at the Hotel Principe Felipe. It was hard
to recognise everyone all dressed up. W ith 247
attendees, the ballroom was full to capacity and the
hotel team did a sterling job. The food was delicious,
the wine and stories flowed. A montage of photos ran
on screens in the background, and everyone tried to
spot themselves for some after competition swing
analysis.

Once the results from the first two rounds were in, everyone
met once again at the Owners?Clubhouse to find out if they
had ?made the cut?, or if they would be playing in the Pairs?
competition. Partners were found, and once this had been
finalised, everyone could relax!

.

The prize presentation began. W ith 55 prizes to give out
before the end of the evening, this was a challenge for the
organisers but, as always, thanks to excellent coordination
between the team, we soon found ourselves finishing a great
dinner and celebrating some excellent performances.
On Friday morning the players who had made
the cut arrived at the South course to try and
produce a decent third round of golf. Those who
could do so would certainly be rewarded with
one of the great prizes on offer. The weather,
which had been quite kind all week, decided to
change totally and we had high winds and rain.
Indeed, the Ladies?overall winner, who plays her
golf at Carnoustie, said that the Scottish-like
weather and conditions helped her feel at home
and contributed to her winning round! The rest
of us had to dig out the waterproofs and battle
the elements. The final round scores, with one
or two exceptions, reflected the tough
conditions.
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GOLFING CHOICES AT LA MANGA CLUB
Onto the winners! Congratulations to the following:
? Overall Men?s w inner ? David W illiams
? Overall Ladies?w inner ? Frances Miller
? Overall Pairs w inners ? Glen Ballantyne
& Gary Brayshaw
? Ladies?w inner Division 3 ? Karen LeBond
? Ladies?w inner Division 2 ? Sue Tizzard
? Ladies?w inner Division 1 ? Karen Lowe
? Men?s w inner Division 3 ? Paul Vibert
? Men?s w inner Division 2 ? David Delamore
? Men?s w inner Division 1 ? Simon Brand

Second right: Frances Millar - Overall Ladies Winner

? Ladies?Scratch w inner ? Jane Powell
? Men?s Scratch w inner ? Nick Draper

Left: David Williams - Overall Mens Winner

For all results please click on this link
The Owners?Championship week was nearly over
and all that remained was to dance the night away to
the disco. There was no difficulty in filling the dance
floor, everyone finally relaxed and celebrated the
end of a great week.
The week takes a lot of work and commitment from
a great team of volunteers who run the competition
with the help of the Golf Administration team. Work
started six months before the event and the team
met immediately afterwards to consider lessons
learned and get ready for next year?s tournaments.
Over the years more sponsors have stepped forward
to make sure the event is well funded. A special thanks this
year goes to Securitas who were our main sponsors. All
sponsors can be seen on this link
Finally a huge THANK YOU to all of you who took part. You

made it a wonderful
week, striking just
the right balance of
competitive spirit,
camaraderie and
fun.
We hope to see you
again next year at
the Summer
Tournament in May
and at the Owners?
Championships next
November.
For all the
photographs please
click on this link.
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GOLFING CHOICES AT LA MANGA CLUB
The highlights of the year are the Captains?
Day and the President?s Day. The annual cost
of membership is ? 30.
To be eligible for membership of the RGA
applicants must be in residence at La Manga
Club for at least 3 months in any one year,
either as an owner or on a long term lease. An
applicant must also have played as a guest in
at least two RGA events. All applications must
be submitted to the RGA Secretary for
committee approval. If anyone is interested in
joining, or would like more information, then
please email: lmcrga.secretary@gmail.com
To look at the RGA homepage, please log on
to the Owners website
https:// lamangaclubowners.com/
LMCSport/ lmcgolfresidentsgolfhome.aspx
4. The Resident s Golf Associat ion
The Residents' Golf Association (RGA) was formed in the
early 90's to provide its members (and their guests) with a
varied programme of golf competitions and social events
throughout the year.

Competitions are normally held on the first Sunday of each
month (excluding August). The entry fee varies, depending
on sponsors, location of dinner venue and type of dinner.
Membership provides La Manga Club residents with an
opportunity to take part in regular monthly golf events, some
of which are special tournaments. Dinner and prize-giving at
one of the local restaurants on the resort follows.
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5. The Ow ners
Scramble
The popular
Scramble
competition is
held every
Thursday (except
during the
Tony & Wilma Milne
summer). It is an
excellent way for
players of all levels to play social golf. The competition
format is always that of a Florida scramble. Many owners
who have recently bought property play in the Scramble, as
it is a good way of meeting people. The sign-up lists are
always posted on the notice board at the Owners
Clubhouse, which is also where the prize-giving and prize
draws are held on Thursday evenings.

Bird for further information; stevebird@sterlinghomes.co.uk,
6.2 Low Handicap Groups comprise two different sets of
players.
The Tuesday and Thursday Groups normally play team
events (2 from 4, 3 from 4 Stableford, or other variations).
Maximum handicap for these groups is 15. Please contact
Peter W hite, ext 2601, for more information about Tuesdays
and Roger Jones, 868 086 939, for information on Thursdays.
The Sat urday Group plays individual match play throughout
the winter (October to March), with the leading scorers going
into a knockout stage in March. In the summer, they usually
play team events as in the other groups and to take part the
Jason Harris

The organisers are W ilma and Tony Milne, who may be
contacted on tonwill375@hotmail.co.uk
6. Mens Groups
There are several men's groups, full details of which may be
found on the Owners website.
6.1 Teenagers Golf is for those players with handicaps
between 13 and 19, hence the 'Teenagers' name, on
Tuesdays each month.
On the second Tuesday of every month, there is a dinner at
one of the local restaurants. All other times players meet in
Gillawith
Jules
Morrow
the Owners Clubhouse after golf for
drink
and
to award the
Valentines Night, 2018
winner/ s their prizes. The format is normally Individual
Stableford, with course slope. Everyone meets on the tee,
and the playing order is decided simply by throwing up the
balls.
A notice is posted on-line around 2 to 3 weeks before the
play-date, and all are welcome to enter provided they have
an active Spanish Federation handicap between 13 and 19.
Although those with a handicap slightly more than 19 can
enter, but can only
play-off of a maximum
of 19 plus slope). You
will need to register
on-line and be
accepted before you
can enter your name on
the weekly start sheet.
Please contact Steve

maximum handicap is12. The Ryder Cup (England v Rest) and
two matches a year against Club Carthago, are also
organised by the Saturday Group. For more information,
please contact Stewart Harris ? 634374602, or Robin Fish ?
7603.
Additional information may be found on the owners website:
https:// lamangaclubowners.com/
LMCSport/ lowhandicapgolfers.aspx
7. Invit at ional Groups
Finaly, as if there wasn?t enough choice, there are also
numerous invitational groups playing golf during each
month.
Happy Golfing!
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CRICKET ONWARDS & UPWARDS
always been able to field
several Spanish
International players,
which was followed by a
good home win against
Madrid.
However, during the
season there were some
defeats too, in the 40 Over
and T20 matches. To the
Club?s credit and of our
Captain, Kieran Wood,
none of the fixtures were
After two difficult seasons which saw
several senior players retiring, La Manga
Cricket Club regrouped around its younger
players and decided how to deal with the
problems it had faced in fulfilling league
fixtures during 2017 and 2018.

The winning
LMTCC team

At the end of 2018, under the careful
guidance of Geoff Gahan, our President,
Torrevieja CC joined with La Manga CC.
The new side, was named LMTCC, had the
courage and conviction to go straight into
playing in Division One of the ECCL
league. It faced strong opposition from
Albir?s Sporting Alfas CC who are based
outside Benidorm, Levante CC from
Valencia, the Pinatar Pirates and Madrid
United CC, whose home ground is at the
resort.
At the beginning of this season, we had some impressive
wins against top of the league Sporting Alfas, who have

cancelled due to lack of players or enthusiasm! W ith such
energy and pride in playing at undoubtedly the best cricket
pitches and facilities on mainland Europe, our Club and team
prevailed.
In fact, we started to recruit further
members wanting to play at La Manga
including our first lady cricketer, Elspeth
Fowler, who learnt her cricket at school in
the UK and was awarded a half blue at
Cambridge University.

Madrid United CC

Consequently, when La Manga Cricket
Club re-entered the annual La Manga
Club Resort T20 Tournament in early
October, there was a growing momentum
and self-belief that all our players had
improved their skills and developed an
excellent playing spirit within the Club.

24
2
26

Published by the
LMC General Community

Edition 8
November, 2019

CRICKET ONWARDS & UPWARDS
The La Manga Club European
Cricket Performance Centre

The Tournament was played over three days, attracting
teams from Merthyr Tydfil in South Wales, Cardiff CC,
Stanstead CC, South West Bandits from the West Country
and Moreton Colliery, Derbyshire. La Manga Cricket Club
The LMTCC squad with Geoff Gahan, Club President,
and Dennis Radford, from sponsor Spectrum FM

always going to be close. It came down to the very last over
and a six-hit on the second ball secured us a great victory.
Finally, the T20 Trophy returned to La Manga Cricket Club. It
is worth noting that half of our Club?s players were under the
age of 21, with one who attends King?s
College School Murcia being only 14 and his
elder playing brother aged just 15.
The tournament win at La Manga Club for
LMTCC has put local cricket back on the
map. Moreover, players and club members
have always been willing to assist in other
tournaments and events taking place at the
resort. Increasingly this has meant helping
with county and international sides who
come to play and train in the sun. At the time
of writing the Club is about to embark on its
first tour, travelling to Malaga at the end of
October, where the it will proudly represent
La Manga Club.

determinedly set about their task by winning hard-fought
games on Friday and Saturday. On Sunday morning a
?must-win match?was played against Moreton Colliery, and a
convincing victory saw our Club go into the final against the
South West Bandits.
The Bandits are touring side that had
previously visited La Manga Club and
were acknowledged strong contenders
for this year?s winner?s trophy. Having
bowled and fielded exceptionally well,
La Manga CC was able to keep the SW
Bandits total to 128 runs. Cool heads in
our batting line up meant that a good
platform was created in reply, but it was

Cricket Scotland

We will be pleased to welcome owners or
their family members who wish to play cricket, or get
involved with helping the Cricket Club. For more information
contact Hugh James, Chairman La Manga Cricket Club at:
hughwhjames@icloud.com
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A TENNIS CENTRE & MUCH MORE
? Junior tournaments.
? Adult and children's academy weeks (2hrs
daily Monday to Friday culminating in a
mini-tournament with prizes).
? Friday exhibition matches (coaches and guest
pro-players during school holidays).
? Owners academy weeks, usually twice yearly.
? Free Saturday owners use of astro courts
between 3-5pm.
The show court
at the Tennis Centre

? Owners organised weekly sessions, which
include coaching and doubles match play.

Fronted by friendly and efficient staff (Pilar, Maria Jesus and
Maria) the tennis reception is the first point of contact for
booking and organising tennis, or indeed checking in for
owners events. It is a few minutes walk from the nearby car
park and includes a large selection of tennis equipment and
clothing for sale. It also offers racquet restringing and much
more. At the rear of reception, there is a well-equipped
gymnasium, which is bookable via a daily, or weekly ticket,
as well as excellent changing and shower facilities.
Left t o r ight : Pilar, Mar ia Jesus, Mar ia

The tennis coaches are a cosmopolitan bunch of
international English speaking characters (luckily for the
many British owners). All are great tennis players, some of
international standard, and are there to improve owners and
visitors tennis skills in a fun and structured way.
There are many different classes, demonstrations and
academies to choose from, including:
? Club doubles afternoons 2 hrs.
? Men's doubles competitions.
Jamie Murray

? Ladies doubles competitions.
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10.2 Law n Bow ls
One of the most popular sports in the tennis
complex is bowling. More of this popular sport
in the separate article which follows.
10.3 Squash
The squash courts are located behind the
gymnasium area and are available for hire on
an hourly basis. These are also used several
times a year, as temporary offices for the LTA
tennis tournaments.
10.4 Boules
Near the squash courts, there is a sandy
boules area, which is for general use, what
There are also many senior international graded
tournaments throughout the year, plus he Sport
Pink tennis and bowls competitions in support of
Cancer research.

Jo Konta

Also with La Manga Club being the LTA training
centre, owners can often see professional tennis
players on the courts, e.g. Jamie Murray, Kyle
Edmunds. etc, for pre-match practice weeks, while
up and coming LTA juniors visit for training camps.
In June 2018 the Tennis Centre was fortunate to
stage the prestigious Federation Cup competition
between Paraguay and Spain, which was exciting
and highly entertaining.
Above the reception area is the Meatpoint
restaurant, which has a varied menu, including
excellent steaks. The adjoining Tie Break cafe offers drinks,
snacks, a bar and a large terrace, which provides a good
vantage point for tennis competition finals.

better way to have a fun time playing a less physically
demanding, but no less competitive, game in the sun?
10.5 Sw imming Pool
This area has a variety of excellent pools,
which are located on the left just before tennis
reception and are generally only open during
the warmer summer months.
During July and August there is also a well
stocked snack and drinks bar, and importantly
a lifeguard in attendance, while the pools are
open daily from 10 until 6pm. There are also
weekly pool party bar BBQ?s, which are family
orientated and very popular with owners and
visitors alike.

Oasis swimming pool

How lucky are owners to have all of the above
facilities available to us on our doorstep!?
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BOW LS THE YEAR ROUND SPORT
La Manga Bowls Club (LMBC) was established over 20 years
ago and is one of the few lawn bowling greens in the Costa
Calida area of Spain. The bowling green is located at the
Tennis Centre of the La Manga Club resort.
Currently, La Manga Bowls Club has approximately 80
members; our group is multi-national, with a spread of ages
spanning some 40 years plus. We are pleased to say we are
a year-round club, with competitions taking place in autumn,
winter and summer!
Coaching

Captain .v. President for the Dunmore Trophy

New members are welcomed, and applications are invited
for membership ,whether people live in La Manga Club
resort or nearby. Experienced bowlers and novices alike are
warmly received.
Throughout the year LMBC arranges informal competitions
and roll-ups on Wednesday and Saturday afternoons. On
Mondays, one of our more popular formats is Australian
Pairs. The club also likes to shake thing up with special
?holiday?themed roll-ups with unusual games, which are all
designed to challenge the members.

Summer madness fancy dress

During the autumn and winter seasons, a number of club
competitions are held. Players compete in Beginners,
Championship, Singles, Knockout, Mixed Pairs and Triples
Competitions. Our club has also introduced a Summer
Competition. The annual
awards dinner dance is a fun
gathering where our
champions are celebrated,
trophies awarded, and our
generous members support
our raffle for charity.
In addition to bowls, we are a
very social club. Our
calendars are filled with
events during the year,
which are very popular. One
of the club?s best features is
the friendliness of our
members who enjoy
socialising after our weekly
roll-ups and competitions.
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BOW LS THE YEAR ROUND SPORT
During the course of the
season, there are no
fewer than three
sit-down lunches or
dinners where we enjoy
great conversation,
awards presentations,
raffles and more.
During the autumn and
winter months, we
compete against other
clubs in the Levante
Lawn Bowls League,
Southern division.
Throughout these two
seasons, our League
team are either hosts or guests to the other
clubs in our division.

Bowls Club lunch at La Cala restaurant

Charity raffle at the annual awards

This year, one of our members, Geoff Smith,
entered the Spanish Open.
"I entered the
Spanish Open Men's
Singles in May this
year, which was held
at Greenlands Bowls
Club. It was a
pleasure to compete
in the event on behalf of La Manga
Bowls Club. I managed to reach the
quarter-finals. A wonderful
experience. Thanks to all the
officials, the host venue and fellow bowlers." -Geoff Smith

available to guide new bowlers. They are also able to
sharpen the skills of experienced bowlers and improve the
overall game for our League players - all complimentary!
The coaches are there to help our members. New bowlers
will receive exceptional training, at their pace and always
with great encouragement and a friendly smile.

La Manga Bowls Club is proud to boast 4 coaches who are
The philosophy of the club is based on enjoyment
in playing this wonderful sport of lawn bowls.
Our website (LaMangaBowlsClub.com) illustrates
the variety of club life. From the charities we
support to the seasons?competition calendar,
news, events and invitations to play friendly
matches at hosting bowls clubs, and so much
more. The Gallery tab showcases photos and
videos of the various competitions and social
events. Of course, you are invited to follow us on
Facebook as well!
For more information, please contact us at
www.LaMangaBowlsClub.com
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THE OW NERS DIRECTORY

THE EASY, QUICK WAY TO KEEP UP W ITH
THE NEWS, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INFORMATION
THAT AFFECTS THE DAILY LIVES OF ALL OW NERS
AT LA MANGA CLUB
CLICK ON THIS LINK TO REGISTER > dbadmin@comunidadgenerallmc.com

General Community of La Manga Club
Centro Comercial,
Local Numero 3.
Apartado Correos 3, 30389,
Murcia
TEL: 00 (34) 968 17 57 74

